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(54) Title: DEVICE AND METHOD FOR MONITORING MOVING ENTITY 

(54) 

(57) Abstract: In this monitoring device (1), an area sensor device (optical 
rangefinder) (2) detects objects by scanning a monitored area. From the de­
tected objects, moving entities are specified, and the moving entity closest to 
a high-priority monitoring target (e.g. an entrance/exit), which is set in ad­
vance within the monitored area, is set as the target to be tracked. A camera 
device (3) automatically tracks the moving entity that has been set as the tar­
get to be tracked. Thus, even if there are a plurality of moving entities within 
the monitored area, the target to be tracked can be switched, and a moving 
entity desired by a monitoring person is set as the target to be tracked. 
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A1 Initialize tracking period, determination period, and variables M and N 
A2 Scan monitored area with area sensor device 
A3 Detect objects within monitored area, and specify moving entities 
A4 Set moving entity closest to high-priority monitoring target as target to be tracked 
A5 Determination process 
A6 Have tracking-cancel conditions been satisfied? 
A7 Automatically track target to be tracked 
A8 Initialize tracking period 
A9 Has determination period elapsed? 
A10 Initialize determination period and variable M 
A11 Perform fixed-point monitoring by expanding high-priority monitoring area 
A12 Has fixed-point monitoring period ended? 
AA Monitoring process 
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