There is provided a nethod and apparatus for defining identified

manuf actured itens and storing data for a batch of the manufactured itens.
The net hod conprises generating, at a code generator, a defined range of

i tem i dentd) iN@rsatioNaL lABPIbaAﬂbN Ptmsmm@e)malﬂn@mem OGSPHRK TRON TRIRTTY (PcH) t

I dent i f B, AN in
or el NP e ket A, o RINUBEN o b AR
manuf act ur ed |tems entified bygm n_,/ aﬁ& IH@HML(%T b Qi ﬁlmlﬂe t he
batch wit h(ééhlntqrmmdiéuitlmtmeﬂ)afem i h| n W@%@l 4 item
identifiers a0 Vow20¢tG0do2HE)manuf actprgd itens I I14 A nunber
of itemidentifiers in the range. The lower linmt itemidentifier of the
range, (ttshelntlélplgﬁﬁal i’elt&n: élasklficgn}nl dentifier Ot74)t Q&ntr ﬁwﬁTOﬁBd&h@IﬂlaJ Sr(]](}“ 1@&1&1@&”‘&9&
those it engdsdemfolJobsdi)s 1 wodrve 36 @igen Whi ch a[mmdsal>ahQ6@5mc1mPa(GB)

mgeg: in an el ect l(’S(i))nbglglga%td%ga§ &hless otherwise indicated, for every

PCT/EP2010/007873 kind of national protection available). AE, AG, AL, AM,
AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BR, BW, BY, BZ,
CA, CH, CL, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DO,
DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT,

manuf aC(E H rlggrn!\tgogam A]?pligitién

(22) International Filing Date:
22 December 2010 (22.12.2010)

(25) Filing Language: English HN, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KM, KN, KP,
. KR, KZ, LA, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LY, MA, MD,
(26) Publication Language: English ME, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI,
(30) Priority Data: NO, NZ, OM, PE, PG, PH, PL, PT, RO, RS, RU, SC, SD,
09252859.5 22 December 2009 (22.12.2009) EP SE, G, SK, SL, SM, ST, SV, 8Y, TH, TJ, TM, TN, TR,
TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM, ZW.
(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): PHILIP

(84) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,

GM, KE, LR, LS, MW, MZ, NA, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG,

MORRIS PRODUCTS S.A. [CH/CH]; Quai Jeanrenaud
3, CH-2000 Neuchatel (CH).

(72)
(73)

Inventors; and

Inventors/Applicants (for US only): FRADET, Erwan
[FR/CH]; Route de Saint Cergue 26, CH-1260 Nyon
(CH). SAGER, Alain [CH/CH]; Route de Reynet 4,
CH-1615 Bossonnens (CH). MAUROUX, Patrick [CH/

ZM, ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ,
TM), European (AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK,
EE, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU,
LV, MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, RS, SF, SL, SK,
SM, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CL CM, GA, GN, GQ,

CH]; Route de Plattiez 3, CH-1670 Ursy (CH).
CHANEZ, Patrick [CH/CH]; Rte d'Yverdon-les Baing
405, CH-1468 Cheyres (CH). CHATELAIN, Philippe
[CH/CH]; Chemin de Chaudremont 12a, CH-1373 Cha-
vornay (CH).

GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).
Published:
with international search report (Art. 21(3))

(54) Title METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DEFINING MANUFACTURED ITEMS AND STORING DATA RELATING
TO THE MANUFACTURED ITEMS

(57) Abstract: There is provided a
method and apparatus for defining iden-
tified manufactured items and storing
data for a batch of the manufactured
items. The method comprises generating,
at a code generator, a defined range of
item identifiers for the batch, the range
being defined by a lower limit identifier
and an upper limit identifier. At any
point in the supply chain for the manu-
factured items, each manufactured item
in the batch of manufactured items is
identified by marking each manufactured
item in the batch with an item identifier
falling within the range. The number of
item identifiers allocated to the manufac-
tured items is smaller than the number of
item identifiers in the range. The lower
limit item identifier of the range, the up-
per limit item identifier of the range and
an indication of those item identifiers in
the range which are not allocated to a
manutactured item are stored in an elec-
tronic database.
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