“The inve es to a circuit arrangerrent for preheat| ng el ectrodes «f
connect ed in series with a ballast by neans of a supply

. a dischar
- vol tage offF alternating polari ty. The circui't arrangenent is provided

a switchi ) el enent (9S) whi ch is opergted by neans of a contQthqua
and whi ch ¢shunt he | anp. According t0"5 the invention, the circui
arrangenent,ns”brOV|ded with a circuit portion (Il1) for adjusting both th
phase and the frequency of the control signal in dependence on whet her e
bal ast is i ! &it. capacitive. It is achieved thereby that the

el ectrodes uuwﬁ& anp are preheated in a short period both when an

I nductive last is used and when a capacitive ballast is used.

The invention relates to a circuit arrangement for preheating electrodes of
) gischarg® lamp connected in series with a ballast by means of a supply voltage of
ernating polarity. The circuit arrangement is provided with a switching element (S)
which 18 operated by means of a control signal and which shunts the lamp. According to
5 the invention, the circuit arrangement is provided with a circuit portion (II) for adjusting
poth the phase and the frequency of the control signal in dependence on whether the
pallast is inductive or capacitive. It-is achieved thereby that the electrodes of the lamp
ure preheated in a short period both when an inductive ballast is used and when a

capacitive ballast is used.
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