Abstract A method for maintenance of a unit which is arranged in a

wat erti ght hoi sting chanber and cl oses an opening in a 5 vessel hull is
described. The unit is adapted-to extend into the water bel ow the vessel.
The net hod includes clanping of the unit in its nounted position by a

cl anpi ng means so that fixing neans of the unit can be renoved while the
unit is held clanped in position. After the hoisting 10 chanber is fl ooded
to a desired level, the clanmping of the unit can be conpletely rel eased
and no uni ntentional novenent ofabBerastt will occur. Cuide neans nay be
provi ded together-with the apparatus and an automatic design of the

cl anpi ng neans can al so be provided. 15 Especially using such el enents,
nounti ng efethibel Wbkt mhesosesneasyt awheritt eiohi isisctavered urder water to

its nnunt%dggo h& §8%ﬁ£SD§IC ci%tgg J$55%g6€§ gégter PﬁgQ§ so as to

tlghtly g an er ‘renovi ng m t he hoi sting
chanﬁerxmﬁmelfbmﬂmglaeaﬂscnamabeTQ@eamphieﬁ praptdd yterss ranthent .

Preferahl y, the ¢clLa |leg§ag§3qk%ﬁgﬁﬂr%%]|ﬁegﬁgang§£§u&ggch press the

unit IntoiIts m)unte osition
clamping of the unlt in 1ts mounted position by a clamping

means so that fixing means of the unit can be removed while
the ﬁnit is held clamped in position. After the hoisting

10 chamber is flooded to a desired level, the clamping of the
unit can be completely released and no unintentional
movement of the unit will occur. Guide means may be
provided together with the apparatus and an automatic
design of the clamping means can also be provided.

15 Especially using such elements, mounting of the unit
becomes easy, when the unit is lowered under water to its
mounted position, is clamped there by the clamping means so
as to tightly close the opening and after removing the
water from the hoisting chamber, the fixing means can be

20 applied in a dry environment. Preferably, the clamping
means are hydraulic cylinders which press the unit into its

mounted position.
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