CONTACT LENS PACKAGE Field of the Invention The present invention relates
to a contact | ens package and, nore particularly, to a contact |ens package
adapt ed fwo 200qa36308d accessibility to the contents ther ecfi/uspebsiosizs et ai |

di spl ay. Background of the Invention Contact |enses, particularly

di sposabl e contact |enses, h ' ackaged in "Dblister
packs.™ In general, a blist bﬁuf’ﬁé‘? I'CéwgEr'm‘d:kﬁ%éiydlopl as'?i c (e.g.,

pol yprppylj___ene), ?10 cave-shaped receptacle for receiving a contact |ens and
aflembl%_ﬂrl}m t made froma |lam nate material (such as netal
foil), which is renovably attached to the receptacle for enclosing the |ens
therein. Wt hi Theapressntsingentior kelates 40 sa rigindaciolngcpackage and. 4nore
sufficient anbunt of contact lens solution to prevent drying of the contact

| ens and gartiailadygito & bentachleas tpackage rdapiddyfonimpravsideadosssibiigy to the
Conventional blister packs are also not adapted to be displayed on

conveny i ashictits M&¥ot/'8hd For r@wihdiaglaped- hook-type or wire-hook-type

di spl ays. Likew se, a blister pack for a single contact |lens is not
adequate to be displayed on retail shelves. Accordingly, there is a need
for a contact | ens package that is adapted for display on conventional

O P2 el S iRy, (o By ngs For @ more com ete

Contact lenses, particularly disposable contact lenses, have been
conventionally packaged in “blister packs.” In general, a blister pack comprises

10 a rigid plastic (e.g., polypropylene), concave-shaped receptacle for receiving a
contact lens and a flexible cover, typically made from a laminate material (such
as metal foil), which is removably attached to the receptacle for enclosing the
lens therein. Within each blister pack are a single contact lens and a sufficient
amount of contact lens solution to prevent drying of the contact lens and to

15 maintain the contact lens readily available for use.

Conventional blister packs are also not adapted to be displayed on
conventional display units, such as peg-hook-type or wire-hook-type displays.
Likewise, a blister pack for a single contact lens is not adequate to be displayed
on retail shelves. Accordingly, there is a need for a contact lens package that

20 is adapted for display on conventional display units.



is made to the followi ng detailed description of an exenplary enbodi ment
considered in conjunction with the acconpanying drawi ngs, in which: FIG 1
is a top wens@astiove view of a contact |ens package congrrusted/ozsi29
accordance with an exenpl ary enbodi nent of the present invention;, FIG 2 is

a side e';‘j‘f@fbEQ@tliqgﬁBﬁ‘ﬁf%eﬁéwﬁﬁﬂéaCt | ens package of FIG 1; FIG 3 is a
3{32§£?gn oma arrbms e ection line 3-3 and |ooking in the

0 e _cont ac . - :
4hi s a top peLsclﬂle%t”i‘Qr{E QH"@\)/\I/e{ﬁ upﬁ%rsiag}g{ir}éﬁpmegﬁppac?é@% s'or\ﬁ/inqre%l Icé EI ¢
showi ng one she npl db h K h ' | al,
separ a?edem@ﬁeaﬁQoH}%efcﬁ@gnqg ‘#C%gfﬂﬁﬁ yd&t%ﬁB' 3y og?,aeq E?é‘gtﬂaﬁisgg%?%ﬂ%“i s a

side el evational view of a plurality of contact |ens packages shown in FIG
1 sit uat ezbrisidexed ireeonjtiaciitimyith e ateompanying drawiogsan Whighar surface; and
FIG 6 is a front perspective view of a plurality of contact |ens packages
showng n FI G RIGhangiangpfperspectiiespbwof madntaddens packddes conptructedon t he

I nventions The invention includes a contact |ens package, conpri sing,

Forc R Shorle g Rt B S ShEn VP 1,
second end, SaIi-'lﬁ. 2 is a side elevational view of the contact lens package of FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view, taken along section line 3-3 and looking
in the direction of the arrows, of the contact lens package shown in FIG. 1;
10 FIG. 4 is a top perspective view of the contact lens package shown in
FIG. 1
showing one shell member employed by the package that is partially separated
from another shell member employed by the package;
FIG. 5 is a side elevational view of a plurality of contact lens packages
15 shown in FIG. 1 situated in a free standing position on a horizontal planar
surface; and |

FIG. 6 is a front perspective view of a plurality of contact lens packages

shown in FIG. 1 hanging from a display rack.

20 Detailed Description of the Inventions

The invention includes a contact lens package, comprising, consisting
essentially of, or consisting of a first shell member having a first end and a
second end; a second shell member having a first end and a second end, said
first and second shell members being removably attached to each other such

25  that said first ends of said first and second shell members are juxtaposed with



first and second shell nenbers being renovably attached to each other such
that said first ends of said first and second shell nenbers are juxtaposed
wi t hone awotb@vosssed sai d second ends of said first and serarsdosshedibo menber s
are juxtaposed with one another, said first ends of said first and second

shel | menper énéﬁ%ﬂéﬂg ds%kggéé d Eﬁti‘]'én 81‘ %a'r?ii ffr@fj%ﬁﬂ‘gﬁggﬁcﬁ"éﬁeﬁ erfPaR 4feg the

Ea;:kage tocp.eg RS, d n"a s aR ¥ osition; a receptacle interposed
et ween sai Ir and second shel. ers, said receptacl [ dapt ed
to recei VEXZRASEO N oneoapalier said gr%gb Saﬁf)&ﬂ{d gfs(ic%ﬁasgt Oﬁgné@gl uf i on.
Further the invention includes a contact |ens package, conprisi a first
shel | menbembiess forging fa gezses dbataisFized aed shapad f%%e%‘?ltfwn&% pa¢ end
thereof; a second shell menber having a first end and a second end, said
first andossesiubistién b standing posiiong and rorembpiack inkeipeged dedueen éeler, said
first ends of said first and second shell nenbers being juxtaposed with one

anot hey afdt aAl SetBRA AR MoMBErss dalll fddeptack etrrradabtetictblreoeivbearsd bei ng
j uxtaposed with one another; a hangi ng nmeans for hangi ng the package from a

di Spl ay riaglce 2Rt RASPIACEalrthAf BOGSHa00bHERBISBR Tirst and second

shel | nmenbers, "said recep ng adapted to receive and house a contact

over coes 1 he B ap agedonCERes B Al elp PaRk AR o ARG RL < o

above by providing a new and, i nprqved, contact |er K whi.ch I
first andS@@bmﬁinBWehﬁV'ﬁﬂn%éangQ 13 SEEPREL 1% SPESSS'%g%a'\gnhrCSt Sy udes

thereof; a second shell member having a first end and a second end, said first

10 and second shell members being removably attached to each other, said first
ends of said first and second shell members being juxtaposed with one anocther
and said second ends of said first and second shell members being juxiaposed
with one another; a hanging means for hanging the package from a display
rack; and a receptacle interposed between said first and second shell

15‘ members, said receptacle being adapted to receive and house a contact lens
and an amount of contact lens solution.

The present invention overcomes the disadvantages and shortcomings
of the prior art discussed above by providing a new and improved contact lens
package which includes first and second shell members removably aitached to

20 each other. Each of such shell members have a first end and a second end.
Each such first and second end of a single shell member are preferably in
opposite positions on the shell member, but can be located in other positions
on that shell member. In one embodiment the first ends of the first and second
shell members form a gusset that is sized and shaped for positioning the

25  package in a free standing position, such as on display shelf. One of the shell
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each other. Each of such shell nenbers have a first end and a second end.
Each such first and second end of a single shell member are preferably in
opposi t e wodd/ee@meon the shell nenber, but can be | ocated/isnoosiokany
P_03|t|ons on that shell nenber. In one enbodinent the first ends of the

I rst an e r t aZ d for
pﬁs: ]E | o&ﬂﬁéﬁfﬁps:égog E'zlggtedﬁagb%? r%e%og}[j Zsl%iﬁ?ﬁéprgfs)lg |%¢1rﬁa§l3cﬁdg§ﬁ%r\¢ﬁ Iglﬁl&é)lgl ay
she e of the shel (f | nst t he er
cont ai ns As4AIMaBPATES {hﬁ §88f6\°y I%Qf)ége%natﬂ e oy g"i r"‘?éeélea I{eﬁtéa EJSEI‘
to visually inspect the contact |lens (e.g.,, for damage) before eni ng the
package. q@mﬁ@r'&bb‘yeagsﬁ@hg’ém?&%ebefP'f?dppﬁﬁln@s”heolpﬁﬁg%&\e| s'gferﬁ?'@% o

between the first and second shell nmenbers for housing a contact |ens. The
sponge nespeegehnbobeathairmids solutivhds tdetpased|katweentihe fien angk $eadnght t o
keep the contact |ens saturated, thereby allow ng the contact lens to

retai g i tghd| In#@ﬂﬂ%issf@aﬂﬁ)u%ﬂg; s0E6Mmass lerEhe TEPdngé rmember dolds dret ween
about 500 m _ and about 1,50 _, nmore preferably between about 900 nl_ to

about 1, 0Qf, p?& toof e Richt& eﬂsceams& Lamsicre! ot Ikee{al thes Adritgets Mg i on or

packaglng solution, but ot er solution are contenplated by this invention

o i g oL RS RS S Rbe RALCRTRRAR, kL RERIAD SHapbearpponge

menber

b Con th cont ac I ens accordance with
anot her aspect o e resent i nventi on, one en each of th st and
second sh@ftn%nﬂ'éhesam@wi@’t@fl solutiands fedween aheu lél— ahd aisout 17500 | ul;

more preferably between about 900 pL to about 1,000 uL. The preferred
10 contact lens solution is saline solution or packaging solution, but other solution
are contemplated by this invention including solutions containing ocular
medicaments. Preferably the sponge member includes a recess for housing
the contact lens.
In accordance with another aspect of the present invention, one end of
15  each of the first and second shell members, opposite the end of the gusset,
contains a pull tab, the tabs being juxtaposed with one another when t_he first
and second shell members are attached to each other. The package is opened
by pulling apart the juxiaposed tabs and separating the first and second shell
members from each other, thereby allowing access to the contact lens. A
20 plurality of bumps protrudes from an exposed surface of each of the tabs, the
bumps being sized, shaped and positioned to enable a user to beiter grip the
tabs when pulling them apart. The tabs have aligned apertures for hanging the
package on a peg hook or a wire hook of a retail display rack.
Specifically, the present invention has been adapted for use in housing a
25 single contact lens and an amount of contact lens solution. However, the
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contains a pull tab, the tabs being juxtaposed with one another when the
first and second shell nenbers are attached to each other. The package is
opened bywpubbdasgzoapart the juxtaposed tabs and separ at ipog/ushesfobgisé and
second shell nenbers fromeach other, thereby allow ng access to the

contact lens. A.plurality of u f. r of
%mofg@%&%@@ﬁ@?@%&@%&%ﬁ%@%@@@@ﬁﬁ%@ﬁmma
user to better grip the tabs when pulling_them apart. The tabs have.al i gned
aper t ur es2FOUNh8hGPARRACK NS ERIKHER tlgg{ei;)rpe@u kfaeaflurgsvaqggaﬂ 2GS 8 ¢ et gi I
di splay rack. Specifically, the present invention has been adapted for use
i n housi ntheainyeniiprewdbapresr meescleaady an adieading dithe sletailad desesipyan ¢f i on.
However, thepresent invention can be utilized to house a plurality of
contact | anseenpldnaeniraimeniodf duwnimentibepwhiai is givent beloef by .wasuof her
feaggres and advantages of the invention will appear nore clearly on a

readi ng obyh hgidshiniviflreieents B iadorapariedatatingenbodi ment of the

i nvention, vth)ch iz gl ven bel ow by way of exanple o%l y with reference to

f
t he acconpanyi F‘%&%iiﬂgtB%GSqu Qri{r{d;g’n%gg)ﬁ lenk P&@Qgs@eir?'met@%" ens

package 10 inc irSt shel _ 12, "a secon menber 14, an
The | unct PBRL RS o ptodtnCmeniber 44 phiEd SEehaaBRRE 16T ARE.
et el 11 Bt PoaT-cliptGOUARSy 200BaE WS 481 | pH1e ALNGHATLA! {3861 hat
radially extends fromthe body 20,
members 12, 14, the base 16 and the sponge member 18 shall be described
10 hereinafter. The shell member 12 includes a semi-elliptical-shaped body 20
and a semi-elliptical-shaped tab 22 that radially extends from the body 20,

" thereby forming a bowling pin shape. Similarly, the shell member 14 includes a
semi-elliptical-shaped body 24 and a semi-elliptical-shaped tab 26 that radially
extends from the body 24, thereby forming a bowling pin shape. Preferably,

15 the shell members 12, 14 are identical in size and shape to each other. The
tabs 22, 26 are juxtaposed with one another when the shell members 12, 14
are attached to each other, which will be described in more detail hereinafter.
Also, the functions of the tabs 22, 26 shall be described hereinafter.

Referring now to FIG. 3, the body 20 of the shell member 12 includes a

20 semi-elliptical-shaped, concave cavity 28 and an annular flange 30 that extends
around the periphery of the body 20. Similarly, the body 24 of the shell
member 14 includes a semi-elliptical-shaped, concave cavity 32 and an annular
flange 34 that extends around the periphery of the cavity 32. The shell

members 12, 14 are removably attached to each other at the flanges 30, 34,

25 preferably by heat sealing. Alternatively, other attachment means, such as
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thereby formng a bowing pin shape. Simlarly, the shell nmenber 14

I ncl udes a sem-elliptical-shaped body 24 and a sem -elliptical-shaped tab
26 that rwoi2addosemut ends fromthe body 24, thereby fornpog/us2060bsing pin
shape. Preferably, the shell nenbers 12, 14 are identical in size and shape

to each other. The tahs 22, 26 are juxt d_wit t he
shel | menBiSVES 1 §o §pa/leh 8k SeBRNERIT Y O -G b HachER 1 DSy 1
nore detail hereinafter. Also, the functions of the tabsg 22, 26 shall be
descr i bedshll gembare 12, Ads i eachy ofsl atdheir ang?stqrbe Hod ”2'6"99*”‘teﬁgﬁ%hell
menber 12 includes a semi-elliptical-shaped, concave cavity 28 and an

annul ar f$ealdeot3thavwmin thetFdgdreshisdarted hetween freeiigngss 3%543'@@“20?0
Simlarly, the body 24 of the shell nenber 14 includes a

sem - el | i picvenl trhRizebr @rpLaatiore ot tley cGRaenkbnansaloiion &onf trengeck@be hat
extends around the periphery of the cavity 32. The shell nenbers 12, 14 are
removapl y1@tdnacteprévene @6htaPhiRgfioriof the cohfitis thé@of $bm (ngrs]r%fg?f abjextdy heat

sealing. Alternatively, other attachnent neans, such asadhesives, induction

sealing o onj | Q. : utilized to attach the shell nenbers 12,
oS5 ol B PRtchs,

1;1 to eac anges 30, 34. An inperneable seal (not shown in
the Figures) i or.nmed be en.the flanges, 30, 34 ip ord to prevent the
| oss or evaporé?{%ﬂn%f"%t"vﬁgﬁ?agtaq%&sR?OPB‘SY3% ‘P#r@ﬁ'?l?u%r PR and to
prevent contam nation of the contents thereof from foreign objects such as
debri s antriter inghuges a teanspresnt cirulgr-aBapred windsyy 36, yhesg fupelionsgll 24 of

the shell nenbers 12
be described hereinafter. Alternatively, the package 10 need not include the

10  window 36.
Referring to FIGS. 1, 2 and 4, the tab 22 of the shell member 12
includes a circular-shaped hole 38 and a plurality of circular-shaped bumps 40
that encircle the hole 38. Each of the bumps 40 protrudes from an outer
surface 42 of the tab 22. Similarly, the tab 26 of the shell member 14 includes
15 a circular-shaped hole 44 and a plurality of circular-shaped bumps 46 that
encircle the hole 44. Each of the bumps 46 protrudes from an outer surface 48
of the tab 26. Preferably, the holes 38, 44 are congruent when the tabs 22, 26
are juxtaposed with one another. Similarly, the pattern of the bumps 40 is,
preferably, congruent with the pattern of the bumps 46 when the tabs 22, 26
20 are juxtaposed with one another. The functions of the holes 38, 44 and the
bumps 40, 46 shall be described hereinafter. Alternatively, the package need
not include the holes 38, 44 and/or the bumps 40, 46.
Referring now to FIG. 4, the tab 22 includes a pair of arc-shaped,
convex bands 50, Szyeach of which transversely extends across an inner

25 surface 54 of the tab 22. The tab 26 includes a pair of arc-shaped, concave
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further includes a transparent circul ar-shaped wi ndow 36, whose function
shal |l be described hereinafter. Alternatively, the package 10 need not
i ncl ude twe 2éendesw936. Referring to FIGS. 1, 2 and 4, tlreTtidboid@28b9 t he
shel | nmenber 12 includes a circul ar-shaped hole 38 and a plurality of

1 AR TR RIS A AU
t 14 '
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protrudes froman outer surface 48 of the tab 26. Preferably, the holes 38,
44 are cohgrdaseribeddereinsitenbdhehanzb5@ ead; et aivoyebbiatth signd, ahaperr .
Simlarly, the pattern of the bunps 40 is, preferably, congruent with the
pattern olntlhpositiomed 46 WIVI‘IelrlbdmeNitrabmeZ&noﬂfbramehuxtmaabedzw 26 ane

anot her. The functions of the holes 38, 44 and the bunps 40, 46 shall be

described;hessiseal Wik -orf hRGIMRL] V@ihﬁlarl% thePBakABR BAECthROGroole! s8lars he
hol es 38, " 44 "and/ or the bunps 40, ef erring now to FI 4 ., the tab 22

I ncl udes 288' Eit‘n%ge b SR Re dCRN RN AR Wi %gi éfotﬁﬁlgﬂlpgh t@'g'tﬁ 20, 0 56

transver se S acr'oss an | nner surface

i ncl ud f h d 5 5 '

L PSnSVZfséﬁﬁ'@iwﬁmé‘sre%c%@@%gmoﬁ?éa@% feras i g R 2PR R0 gfolse
functions of the bands 50, 52 and the grooves 56, 58 shall be descrlbed
her ei naf t ¢ Maitainasdinsan am\téﬂt)ﬁ’én@r‘-‘@éflﬁu'%oar@/ bealgealifigapSmilarly, the

band 52 and the groove 58 are maintained in an interlocking configuration by
10 heat sealing. Alternatively, other attachment means, such as adhesives,
induction sealing or sonic welding, may bé utilized. Preferably, the tab 22
includes the two bands 50, 52, but it may include a greater of lesser number
than two. Similarly, the tab 26, preferably, includes the two grooves 56, 58, but
it may include a greater or lesser number than two. Alternatively, the package

15 10 need not include the bands 50, 52 and the grooves 56, 58.
Referring now to FIG. 1, the base 16 is positioned between the cavities
28, 32 proximate to a lower end 62 of the body 20 and a lower end 64 of the
body 24. The base 16 is attached to the lower end 62 of the body 20 and the
lower end 64 of body 24, preferably by heat sealing. Alternatively, other
20 attachment means, such as adhesives, induction sealing or sonic welding, may
be utilized to attach the base 16 to the body 20 and the body 24. An
impermeable seal (not shown in the Figures) is formed between the base 16
and the body 20 and the body 24 in order to prevent the loss or evaporation of
contact lens solution from the package 10 and to prevent contamination of the

25  contents thereof from foreign material. The bodies 20, 24 and the base 16 form
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and positioned to interlock with one another when the tabs 20, 26 are

j uxt aposed with one another. Simlarly, the band 52 and the groove 58 are
si zed, shapedocasekopositioned to interlock with one anot lper/vsb@s/otdies t abs
20, 26 are juxtaposed with one another. Preferably, the band 50 and the

groove 56 are intained in an ipterl ockin nfigueati al i ng.
S mf larly@ GHRS B0 IS8 Hnehen 636@@8 @%05'388ﬁﬁ?rﬁﬁé‘?tﬁ&d%ﬁ?ﬂ%nﬁ?}{’ B ock ng
configuration by heat sealing. Alternatively, other attachnmen ans, such
as adhesi peckagdd@cneesh nebindlude ghe bane dBueligrrgy thayower nd ‘%%gg.tﬂe
Preferably, the tab 22 includes the two bands 50, 52, but it may include a
greater ofbodg20es attashed ta trenlotven engi6di dfdhe podyi2d.t ab 26, preferably,

i ncludes the two grooves 56, 58, but it may include a greater or |esser

nurmber than t wiReféfring RRIFIGE.Y3 ahe¢ paticgpohgenmminivat 18ni pdeitibhedbands
50, 52 and the grooves 56, 58. Referring nowto FIG 1, the base 16 is

positigne ™ yet | | f th
R L S S vt R s

| oner end 62, of,.the ho t.he | o) r bly b
_hegt seal ieﬁ‘ﬁhl ANELy r’gﬁe’?%gﬁ&’ ?@%h%.{,‘e a?tnt(a\gglﬁﬁé&n;& f %gn%&%gﬂéggbﬁdﬁéeg@esy d
I nduction sealing or, sonic welding, nay be utilized to..attach,the 16
Lo the. bo@ybatNARll PRIRRaiNesIe A ShaPe Ak 156 cefluEs ZBoua N Ardite.
Figures) is fornmed between the base 16 and the body 20 and the body 24 in
order to poalewtherspongesnembeydBdedirminiiciherebetween. It is also noted that

the size and shape of the sponge member 18 maintains the shape of the

10 package 10, specifically the size and shape of the body 20 of the shell member
12 and the size and shape of the body 24 of the shell member 14. One surface

68 of the sponge member 18 is attached to an inner surface 70 of the cavity 28,
preferably by an adhesive known in the art (see FIG. 3). Alternatively, the
surface 68 of the sponge member 18 need not be attached to the inner surface

\ 15 70 of the cavity 28. The sponge member 18 includes a circular-shaped recess
72 formed in an exposed surface 74 thereof. The recess 72 receives and
houses a contact lens 76. It is noteworthy that the absorbent member 18,
preferably, includes a single recess 72 for housing one contact lens 76.
Alternatively, the sponge member 18 can include a plurality of recesses 72 for

20 housing a pluralxity of contact lenses 76. The sponge member 18 is saturated
with contact lens solution (not shown in the Figures), which can be any known
solution useful for storing contact lenses, such as saline solution, water or
buffered aqueous solutions, thereby keeping the contact lens 76 saturated.

The recess 72 may be partially or fully filled with contact lens solution (not

25 shown in the Figures). It is noted that the preferred interior volume of the
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contact |lens solution fromthe package 10 and to prevent contam nation of
the contents thereof fromforeign material. The bodies 20, 24 and the base
16 forma Woselo36dy whose function shall be described heceiusadismpsizg

Al ternatively, the package 10 need not i ncl ude t he base 16, whereby the

Loer end, 62,21 7aE ik, ﬁifﬁ% Aclefohss fgﬂw (GRS 7806l dridgRody 24.

AT mh th h 3 onge RerD ositioned between the
en e she 4 a hed t

Pr ef er abl goniack lens, golytian §ﬁdﬁ@"@)1‘h? nge%%(?lééa S‘ﬁf zflseOfstﬁSg(taoiﬁ?@;PIe;
simlar to the size and shape of each of the cavities 28 n order to

al | ow t he lesyoTi§ydi.eve atuanves-shaps).r irgferaklyt ther Windpwed of fe f—"%elliﬂheﬂ‘t?ﬁft ed
that the size and shape of the sponge nmenber 18 nmaintains the shape of the
package 14 ispengfiaraivith theaesése72mhentthpshell nérabersdi2, 20 afe attachere| |
menber 12 and the size and shape of the body 24 of the shell nenber 14. One

surface 6§, %Bcﬁ%érpﬂf&ébeéﬂﬁﬂy éﬁpéﬁn@‘tﬁ@@&fﬁdctI@naﬂsltbrzem@rurface 70 of
the cavity 28, preférably by an adhesive known in the art (see FIG 3).

Alternatively, Wi gt bBGE 288 4R g2 SRR CRADYS dBnaegrbinabmbr a! ached

to the inner s the caV|ty onge nenber 18 includes a

circul ar-sh re 2 .f u C r.eaf he
rgces; 72 alrécr:%?\pé%cf ai% tﬁ J@gg%ea@!)ﬁ} a%qv"li('%g Sg’@% ‘{%ﬁl @eﬁf)btega%r%% ° CfEat t he
absor bent nmenber 18, preferably, inc|ude SII’] r cess 72 for .ho
one cont agreiesatly memispllipticehin sbape, ‘iﬁg %é‘o ?‘c‘?ﬂp Pﬂ'&?'ﬁtdu"s' "
plurality of recesses 72 for

other shapes and sizes. Similarly, the sponge member 18 is preferably semi-

10 elliptical in shape, but it can consist of other shapes and sizes. Also, the
recess 72 of the sponge member 18 and the holes 38, 44 of the tabs 20, 26 are
each, preferably, circular in shape, but each can consist of other shapes and
sizes.

The shell members 12, 14 and the base 16 are each, preferably,

15 manufactured from a foil/polymer laminate or coextrusion, comprising a metal

| layer, such as aluminum, and a polymer layer, such as polypropylene, coating
the metal layer. Alternatively, the shell members 12, 14 and/or the base 16 can
be manufactured from other materials, such as a combination of polymers with
various barrier and sealing characteristics formed into a laminate or

20 coextrusion. The sponge member 18 is preferably manufactured from an
receptacle sponge material, such as MEROCEL® brand polyvinyl alcohol
(PVA) sponge, manufactured by Medironic Xomed, Inc. Alternatively, the
sponge member 18 can me manufactured from other materials.

Referring to FIG. 4, the package 10 is opened as follows. A user uses

25 his or her finger(s) or other means to separate the tabs 22, 26 from their
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housing a plurality of contact |enses 76. The sponge nenber 18 is saturated
with contact |lens solution (not shown in the Figures), which can be any
known solwbizess/assmbul for storing contact |enses, such asTasbécsm2809 ution,
wat er or buffered aqueous solutions, thereby keeping the contact |ens 76

sat ur at ed; . taegl fragdy | ik [ @i st t |
sol ution {u r%%bp%%%&}/\ﬁ% EH%{% hg‘% ﬁ?g‘ﬁfﬁ% '40?,[46iygﬂtglv(v)ttg% u%éﬁg!ttbt el%mse%ﬁ%@& ="
interior volune of therecess 72 i ' fici

contact L&Vﬁg??%e%@ DRG0 22a 0 MRt b ulsBe R MFISRNN Bl ¥ Bl
shape and softness of th tact | 7 - .

Pr ef er abl $he {ates \%%@&Aﬂ@g R%I%TSE %%asﬁgngh@n%ém%ﬁis ﬁ@fg%gﬁﬁgﬁlgﬁ%t%e
recess 72 when the shell nmenbers 12, 14 are attached to each other, thereby
vi sual |y esgledbetyvadretieobhands 50262 angl the groaves 56)8andt the seadpeween he t ab

22 and the cavity 28 of the shell nenber 12 and the body 24, the tab 26 and

the cayithe’fapbes!B0, 9% Thersvads bétvesreteabangs 80£62kHnd thengroelés BB, cal i n
shape, it should be noted that each can consi st of other shapes and si zes.

Simlarl ysst;n%vc"??ﬁgftg QVEHEM opéhing dPrtRE PRRhYe SRIN ® sl RbteGRIthythahaRe, but

It can consi st er shapes and sizes. AlSo, the recess 72 of the sponge

e RO Ak 3, o, ity Aot Bhamesa el Bl
A R RN R e R

between the shell members 12, 14 is weak enough to allow a user to easily

10  peel them apart from one another, but strong enough for the package 10 to

retain a liquid-tight seal so as to prevent any evaporation of the contact lens

solution therefrom or any contamination of the contact lens 76 and the contact

lens solution from foreign materials. When the aforesaid seals are broken and

the shell members 12, 14 are separated, the contact lens 76 is exposed and

15 made accessible to the user. It is noted that the window 36 enables a user to

view and inspect the contact lens 76 (e.g., for damage) before opening the

package 10.

Referring to FIG. 5, the gusset 66 enables the package 10 to remain in a

free standing position, for instance, in a vertical position on a horizontal flat

20 surface 78 (e.g., a retail display shelf). Referring to FIG. 6, the holes 38, 44

enable the package 10 to hang from a wire-hook-type display rack 80 or a peg-

hook type display rack (not shown in the Figures). Alternatively, the package

10 need not include the holes 38, 44 and other known hanging means, such as

a hook member, may be utilized in their stead (not shown in the Figures).

10



| ayer, such as alum num and a polyner |ayer, such as pol ypropyl ene,
coating the netal layer. Alternatively, the shell nenbers 12, 14 and/or the
base 16 owo 20e/038s0f act ured fromother materials, such astasseesibsiasi on of
polynmers with various barrier and sealing characteristics fornmed into a

| ami nate or caoext.rusion., Th p 18 1.S,0r e ]pqg red
from an recepﬁiémg pB rﬁ@@@rﬁgﬁﬁhgﬁ%ﬁgég$%ﬁﬁd$%t?¢%agggﬁl poﬁ%%%hgl

al cohol (PVA) sponge, nanufactur%g by. Medtrgni c qu?d | nc. A#Iernat'vely,
the sponcgRXarapiBbr ang thah aneerseRusidiad, inethe A8 M8Y HaKe Ay aratiopgliq i ng™ t o
FIG 4, the package 10 is opened as follows. A user uses his or her

fi nger ( s)modificatiens mishmuttdepssting o the spiisanbscam ot Hia tweniex tAlbosed
position. The bunps 40, 46 allow the user to attain a better grip when
separ at i ngudhheariaaionis 2ih d eodifieations A imdended tbe amsodesd witbin the ecape of t he
tabs 22, 26 and peels apart the shell nmenbers 12, 14, thus breaking the
seal s dhet yopa ihthiRARES dBfincd % BidabPéndiPemens 56, 58 and the seal between
the flanges 30, 34. The seals between the bands 50, 52 and the grooves 56,
58 prevent inadvertent opening of the package 10. It is noteworthy that the
shel | nenbers 12, 14 are sufficiently flexible to enable a user to easily
peel them apart fromone another. It is also noteworthy that the strength
of the seal between the shell nmenbers 12, 14 is weak enough to allow a user
to easily peel them apart from one another, but strong enough for the
package 10 to retain a liquid-tight seal so as to prevent any evaporation
of the contact |ens

11



solution therefromor any contam nation of the contact |lens 76 and the
contact lens solution fromforeign materials. Wen the aforesaid seals are
br oken amslot2o/sbmbl nenbers 12, 14 are separated, the eomtdedosioesnzs 76 is
exposed and nade accessible to the user. It is noted that the w ndow 36
enabl es user to view and i nspect the contact lens 76 (e.g., for danage)
before OM the package 10. Referring to FIG 5, the gusset 66 enables
t he package 10 to rermain in a free standing position, for instance, in a
vertical Ybelisidaimas is: hori zontal flat surface 78 (e.g., a retail display
shelf). Referring to FIG 6, the holes 38, 44 enable the package 10 to hang
from a wire-hobk- t yheodiasplens pachags comprisieg ofiist shelk minsbenhaviag R ( not
shown in the Figures). Alternatively, the package 10 need not i nclude the

hol es 38, fir4ttcAd Bl & Veckng Whdh an geaentesis, meusierasavind @ofirstemoeand @y be
utilized in their stead (not shown in the Figures).It will be understood

that the ﬁs éWc{“saﬂfﬁ{%rt LG JAESRI BnbiF EhBbY Sélﬁgﬂbﬁfdv(/aﬁﬂﬂaﬁé@fedatoperson
Int ar

skilled may neke nmany variations and fications wthout

and oo 15248t Pore SuPg iaroaRif B 8 st TrefX T oeRing RhU TR o, O
t def d h d V\V‘I | d 1. A
contact IIBRERERER At oBer@IoiBPhens PR FOSH S *hand Frand end

and a second end; a second sheII nenber haV|ng a first end and a
shell members are juxtaposed with one another, said first ends of sald first and

second shell members forming a gusset that is sized and shaped for enabling
10  the package to be situated in a standing position; and a receptacle interposed
between said first and second shell members, said receptacle being adapted to

receive and house a contact lens and an amount of contact lens solution.

2. The contact lens package of Claim 1, further comprising
15 separating means for separating said first and second shell rhembers from

each other.

3. The contact lens package of Claim 2, wherein said separating
means includes a first tab extending from said second end of said first shell
20 member and a second tab extending from said second end of said second shell

member, said first and second tabs being juxtaposed with one another.

4, The contact lens package of Claim 3, further comprising a first
plurality of bumps protruding from an exposed surface of said first tab, and a

25 second plurality of bumps protruding from an exposed surface of said second

12



second end, said first and second shell menbers being renovably attached to
each other such that said first ends of said first and second shell nenbers
are j uxt apoeab/ossioh one anot her and said second ends of psaiud2d0snsgi2and
second shell nenbers are juxtaposed with one another, said first ends of

said first, and second shel | nbgr s form I S, S/ nd
shaped fi?beﬁ%fglsflrﬁba?ﬂéeﬁg%q(zg a&tg Qgek)%?n‘lt’%gﬁﬁw@g %?e? gbgﬁ%}dﬁgdp%élﬁg itgn; and
a receptacle interposed between said first and second shell nenbers, said
r ecept aclenabls Mprwahpiaseindolrsalduxianasediab®e a contact |ens and an anount
of contact lens solution. 2. The contact |ens package of Caim1, further
conpri sing separating neans for separating said first and second shell
menbers from each other. 3. The contact |ens package of Caim2, wherein
sai d separatirg nmedrse tostabtensddckage of @aiextlefdrthgr tomprisiigihaegiogd end
of said first shell nmenber and a second tab extending from said second end

of sal 69Rd s iRlHgilEp RS ackage from Blispidy ragkeond tabs bei ng | uxtaposed
W th oSﬁeS[gno'?ﬁer. 4.gl e %nt agt | ens pa%ggge of Caim3, further
conprising a first plurality of bunps protruding froman exposed surface of

said first tab, and a second plurality of bunps protruding froman exposed

f f i d dt ab, (d fi d d pl i t f bu bei
Si'7ed and shaped Soi B GOHRAINS REREAS GYaLHniy Gr LATE'| ARPRPSTEA A b,

5. The contact |ens package of Claim 1, further conprising hang% n%
hanging means, wherein said hanging means includes a first aperture formed

through said first tab and a second aperture formed through said second tab
10 and aligned with said first aperture, each of said apertures being sized and

shaped to fit over a peg of a display rack.

7. The contact lens package of Claim &, wherein said receptacle
includes an inner surface and a recess formed in said inner surface, said
15 recess being sized and shaped to house and receive a contact lens and an

amount of contact lens solution.

8. The contact lens package of Claim 7, further comprising viewing -
means for viewing a contact lens housed in said recess of said receptacle.
20
9. The contact lens package of Claim 7, further comprising a sponge

member, wherein said sponge member is housed in said receptacle.

13



means for hanging the package froma display rack. 6. The contact |ens
package of Claim3, further conprising a hanging means, wherein said

hangi ng nmwensodoecioudes a first aperture formed through sairdstéossesibab and a
second aperture forned through said second tab and aligned with said first

aperture, eachy of sgidl ARGILUIGS PRLRSSIdeCIARd ShaRedid Oshicl spoRgea peg

of a display rack. contact '| ens package of Claim6 , wherein said

receptacl e includes an jpner surf ; [ j Gk nyer

sur f ace, @SF@%E@?%& ﬂvg%gp%c?@ﬁﬁe%ﬂ%p%d&?@%ﬁﬁﬁ@ gﬁg rbgcéﬁi\?(ea ngragont act
lens and an anpunt of contact |lens solution. 8 The contact |ens package of
Caim7, gaiaeideng 8AWEPRI ng vi ewi ng neans for view ng a contact |ens housed
in said recess of said receptacle. 9. The contact |ens package of Caim7,
further conprising a sponge menber, wherein said sponge nmenber is housed in
said receptacle. 9. The contact |ens package of Claim8 wherein said sponge
menbers i s shapggl t oThe® usshtactd lerec plackage cofnClaim | @ neherein asashmpengef
contact |lens solution. 10. The contact |ens package of C aim 8 wherein said

sponge Wﬁ%ﬁfb&%ﬁ?ﬁ@ﬁs‘& A0 aBUH lof GonfRRA 1A sbRfisn salfidiean te shturatent to
saturate a contact lens and a recess shaped to receive a contact |ens. 11.

The contact .| &8 82RE30%REs Shah&d treck Ve A'EonERIRNSS| NY @

11. The contact lens package of Claim 10, further comprising a
10  viewing means for viewing a contact lens housed in said recess of said sponge

member.

12. The contact lens package of claim 11, wherein said viewing
means includes a window formed in an exposed surface of said second shell
15  member, said window being sized, shaped and positioned for enabling said

contact lens to be visually exposed.

13. A contact lens package, comprising a first shell member having a

first end and a second end opposite said first end thereof, a second shell

20 member having a first end and a second end, said first and second shell
members being removably attached to each other, said first ends of said first

and second shell members being juxtaposed with one another and said second

ends of said first and second shell members being juxtaposed with one
another; a hanging means for hanging the package from a display rack; and a

25 receptacle interposed between said first and second shell members, said

14



viewi ng neans for view ng a contact |ens housed in said recess of said
sponge nenber. 12. The contact |ens package of claim 11, wherein said

vi ewi ng nwensodo3eiomdes a wi ndow formed in an exposed surtaas:@bé/osabeg second
shel | nenber, said w ndow being sized, shaped and positioned for enabling

sai d contagt, . @:@@H%ﬁa&n@ﬁ lrra%e?\?éogﬁé%yéé-a o1t Rfs érﬁﬁﬁn%ﬁ&ég@,

conprising & aving a first end and a second en

opposite said first end.thereof; a second shell nenber having a first end
and a secdPNBG 1eNSFYUEN st and second shel | nenbers being removably
attached to each other, said first ends of said first and second shel
menbers being juxtaposed with one another and said second ends of said
first and second shell nenbers being juxtaposed with one another; a hanging
means for hanglg tHe pewkacge IemS)rpai:kaQSpbgyClai@k;13anﬁJl’HIQ’fe§@mPél§lré9

i nterposed between said first and second shell nenbers, saidreceptacle

bei ng sadagdRiatiny rRe@sver ssgharatng eakrl sitadad filse and @edond shet umembéersont act

| ens solution. 14. The contact |ens package of Claim 13, further conprising
separat i RogctXplN separating said attached first and second shel

menbers g?%n1eacﬁﬁg%%er. 15. The contact | ens package of C aim 14, wherein
sai d separating neans includes a first tab extending fromsaid second end
of said first shel

15. The contact lens package of Claim 14, wherein said separating
means includes a first tab extending from said second end of said first shell
10 member and a second tab extending from said second end of said second shell

member, said first and second tabs being juxtaposed with one another.

16. The contact lens package of Claim 15, further comprising a first

plurality of bumps protruding from an exposed surface of said first tab, and a

15  second plurality of bumps protruding from an exposed surface of said second
tab, said first plurality of bumps and said second plurality of bumps being sized

and shaped so as to enable manual grasping of said juxtaposed tabs.

17. The contact lens package of Claim 15, wherein said hanging

20 means includes a first aperture formed through said first tab and a second
aperture formed through said second tab and aligned with said first aperture,

each of said first and second apertures being sized and shaped to fit over a

peg of a display rack.

15



menber and a second tab extending fromsaid second end of said second shell
menber, said first and second tabs being juxtaposed with one another. 16.

The cont awd 2n@nseackage of C aim 15, further conprisi ngcaydstoossesipd urality
of bunps protruding froman exposed surface of said first tab, and a second

plurality of np [ ' f u o) ' d tab,
said first plﬁ#al ?ERPF g%%hp@%h%@%d%@@%ﬁ?& uwrlﬁ%ﬁg?yég*%a L%r%g&‘ggi ng

si zied and shaped ,so as to enahl e nanual, graspi ng.qQf. sai d j uxtap d tabs.
17" The BeNaRe(a EEpReaRse A0R & BERPS SomAl R e BB ke e
includes a first aperture forned through said first tab and a second

aper t ur eretessrbeinchpi@agranchsbaged éndouad &l resaiymedcontaactdang and ap
aperture, each of said first and second apertures being sized and shaped to
fit overamopeigpfafontadile solutiatk. 18. The contact |ens package of Caim 17,
wherein said receptacle includes an inner surface and a recess forned in
sai dg nner surface, said recess being sized and shaped to house and receive
a contact lens and an anount of contact |ens solution. 19. The contact |ens

package of Cgym I8, f:b’ﬁttaﬁ{eretnggig&géﬁ% ?gg%m@,gfu%%%oﬁ%riﬁhg‘%é\ﬂing cont act

| ens housed in'said recess o . 20. The contact |ens package
of aim19, furthe r conprising,.a s . i id receptacle,
said spomganFiorarWing afaya ?lpegpggag@ﬁg ga@g’%?gg(ﬁ gfﬁgqgﬁgpgﬁdl%munt of
contact lens solution sufficient to
20. The contact lens package of Claim 19, further comprising a
10  sponge member housed in said receptacle, said sponge member is shaped to

receive a contact lens and an amount of contact lens solution sufficient to

saturate a contact lens.

21. The contact lens package of Claim 20, further comprising a

15 viewing means.

22. The contact lens package of Claim 21, wherein said viewing
means includes a window formed in an exposed surface of saiid second shell
member, said window being sized, shaped and positioned for enabling said

20' contact lens to be visually exposed.

23. A contact lens package, comprising a first shell member having a
first end and a second end; a second shell member having a first end and a
second end, said first and second shell members being removably atiached to

o5  each other such that said first ends of said first and second shell members are
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saturate a contact lens. 2 1. The contact |ens package of C aim 20, furthe
r conprising a view ng neans. 22. The contact |ens package of Caim2 1,
wher ei n swpcdosd/esong nmeans i ncludes a wi ndow fornmed i n aoTaspaseesisurf ace
of said second shell menber, said w ndow being sized, shaped and positioned

for Shabl i posaid H@ﬁ%”%ﬁg o808, b6 510 58634 \erBikPASERly A ofigcarionet | ens

package aving a first end and a second

end; a second sh menber havi,n first e idfirst
and secorined{aem ﬁé‘-‘nﬁ@r%‘x{?& d"@%@%%?ﬂ)"%‘te{’aﬁgggﬁtaen@% (ﬁ%%ﬁ?ﬂ%tgﬁ@h t hat

said first ends of said first and second shell nenber J.uxt angsed with

one anot hegcoaddhedi eabesh ipraviag aogussst Hhatiis ﬁz%ﬁngégaﬁﬁgéq’fe‘?n%ﬁber s are
j uxt aposed with one another, said first ends of said first and second shell
nenber s fmerpamgagegumltudhaﬂ in a feder stdnding posifion 4 secapiadie intgrRasedpackage
to be situated in a free standing position; a receptacle interposed between

sai d fg r speiedn 2PNkt aRaldecoRIBAER merabers| esienbesp@ciecbeing adaptestitat o
recei ve and house a contact | ens and an anount of contact |ens sol ution;

and vi ew g [RANSY f8lisd bOWrEori8hS aRBNGcADST BaNERE I Sifbrf; egrpt ac e.

viewing means for viewing said contact lens housed in said receptacle.
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