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PROCESSI Ngp 99757 FOR | NTEGRATED TRACKI NG AND MANAGEMENT  Gref/0hdn?asi
*RELATED ACTI VI TITES ON A PUBLI C ACCESS NETWORK Field of the Invention The
present invention relates in general terns to a data processing systemfor
integrated managenent of conmmerce as transacted on a plurality 5 of

i nterconnected conputers. Mre specifically, the present invention rel ates
to a referral tracking and control systemfor pronoting goods and services
on-a wide area, public/private access network, such as the Internet.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION In the |ast four years, there has been an

expl osion of interest in the 10 transacti on of business by interconnected
conputers |inked together in formal networks. The greatest interest is
directed to the | argest network today, known as the Internet. The Internet
is in fact a conpilation of smaller |inked networks all providing
essentially free public access to a wealth of information, stored at

i ndi vi dual sites managed by nunerous participants on the Internet. 15
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stored at individual sites managed by numerous participants on the internet.
16 The Internet has already changed in dramatic fashion many of the ways
people communicate, collect, and share information. More will certainly come,
as a greater percentage of our population become comfortable with the
machinations required to access and communicate with others on the Internet.
Of particular interest is the World Wide Web, or what is now more often
20 abbreviated as the "web". The web is a collection of interconnected
computers forming an important subset of the Internet. Due to its graphic
capabilities, the web is fast becoming the focal point of all Internet
communications, which are enhanced by the use of hyperlinks (or "links"}



For exanple, if the word unicorn was highlighted on one .web page, the
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25 communication, rich text, and graphic environment makes the 'web ideal for
supporting a wide variety of transactions, with many of the features of a large
collection of separate stores, such as a mall or similar, but with the ability to
extensively shop a number of competing chains in an instant. By hopping
between competing merchants on the web, the consumer is able to obtain a

30 good price with minimal difficulty, i.e., no hassles for parking, surly store
clerks, poor inventory, etc. With the use of secured credit cards or similar, the

web consumer has many capabilities that his sidewalk counterpart is lacking.



transact on the Internet. Notw thstanding this inportance, the systens in
place to allow the use of referral based el ectronic commerg pal c at
‘best. Pre¥OMBFY85t he use 30 of banners or similar at hi§ ﬁ'l‘ﬁsngl&r% poi nt s
on the web is supported by a fee based systemthat inprecisely gauges the
Level of use of the ads by visiting USERS™ Typically, the cost for placing
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for interconnection I's yet another object of the present
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co- brandi m‘f’nf?)rma{3 oﬁ nee%eg%ucﬁ'ne USER to partake in the merchant's goods and
20 services. If inclined, after arriving at the merchant's site, the USER may order
one or more products from the merchant and pay using an encrypted credit
card number. Importantly, the USER would never have located the merchant"
but for the banner ad, and the merchant would not have booked the nascent
sale without the USER'’S access to the merchant's web site, via the banner
25 ad. Accordingly, the commerce created by the banner ad or.similar
promotional based links is of increasing importance in allowing merchants to
transact on the Internet.
Notwithstanding this importance, the systems in place to allow the use
of referral based electronic commerce are archaic at best. Presently, the use
30 of banners or similar at high traffic points on the web is supported by a fee
based system that imprecisely gauges the level of use of the ads by visiting
USERS. Typically, the cost for placing a banner is tied to the number of



It is another object of the present invention to provide a unified referral
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cookie" (or sim USER S hard
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Merchant's acce Sys
processing system that further tracks the transactions between a merchant

-

and customer that were linked together, via a select promotional link on the
web.
It is yet another object of the present invention to provide a data
25 processing system that establishes a central Clearinghouse for online
Merchants and site owners to exchange referral offers, receive media
planning and other advertising services.
It is yet another object of the present invention to provide a data
processing system that monitors transactions and organizes information in a
30 manner that allows for a variety of novel commission, marketing, advertising
and servicing arrangements.



Fi gure 5 Is a logic diagramdepicting the Content Provider's, or site

manager ' swagg/g,ggsto the system 15 Figure 6 is a i,@-g,luggg(mg( am
‘depi cting the earinghouse server's operation; Figure 7 is a |logic diagram

depi cting Merchant server processing;-apd Figure 8 is a screen display of
the data fields on the C earinghouse server. 20 DETAI LED

DESCRI PTI ON' OF |{TighstiliNafdhedbfect of i pRident iimventionvtosrovidican isteghited
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Is to place banner ads e web pages ,pronotijn third party's goods or
ueh a6 ebghela

servi ces. qorHigured donpr ‘ﬂaala Wﬁh%?ssﬁcﬁf‘grﬁﬁr"?rnmr @, creating
alink to Fp?ﬂécﬁd fW¥ehthBairsY and t%‘?eE:Sh qugllﬁgﬂeﬁ %h , Yer chant *

10 USE access anner are trans erre web page,

via the errh#dMeltbrd(good drBserheeramabFeeﬁfbrwdrd:hééBBOnbhéIs‘e‘,cohd SERVeEr. a
purchase directly fromthe Merchant. The g_r esent invention nodifies this
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second si t goodls onisenisds,iand bm%n hs@mman@atwas to Abid medegmasb s server,
the specific goods are made avail abl e for purchase. This involves the use

of secur edS@VEAIMEECRANIANCE] vatraaevémsa@ﬁ%s yndettaken pyytheddSERai cle to

20 (Iand or IeyleSfinbiiiise BraPindiifaging Ridits PREnRne Rk 57 o' °°°

{/ In;t 1?.txgl gd frack adVepohtoor the Rivet bf bBaity Sssuiistedewiti thesc panizipdits. m@ﬁ)er of
a periodic basis, accounting statements are generated for the participants
directed to the transactions that have transpired during the defined period.

In accordance with the specific aspects of the present invention, the

logic associated with the servers incorporate the use of select tagging of

25 information to permit tracking of web site visitors and for tracking and
recording the specific transactions under scrutiny. The identifier includes
select coded data and may take the form of a "cookie" (or similar tracking
device) that is inserted onto the USER'S hard disk memory during access to
the promotional link. Additionally, the Clearinghouse server provides the key

30 platform allowing the Merchants and Site Owner to efficiently reach terms on
their joint promotional and commercial efforts, and for each, to internally

monitor these external relationships.



"USERS that are precipitated by links with banner ads. Alternatively, the

USER maylﬁ(gﬁéégg%sferred back to the C earinghouse for con'pgcelt/{f,%ag?{g“; he

‘actual p ransacti on. 25 The final server in rilogy
is the C earinghouse server. This server _is programed to conmunicate with
the Merchants and Site Owmer (many of them sinultaneously are expected to
be online) to A : | ?&%P ﬁﬁ@ﬁ | ' with the
successf ul I\/Er?&%nﬂo*%%g%%?%ghésﬁgﬁﬁg. flper g%}gr‘%reggtaégr:b?ﬁggrtance, this

server pr @enssstidied dyfreverence hata speoiirsiliubrade embddimbattiereotl Site
Omers together into binding pronotional arrangenents. This coupling of
i nt er est edleggribed berainda gonjunction with: the following figuwres elswhichsni on. 1t

permts the Merchants c%égl @ﬁ&rRl%fﬁﬂ (nglb E‘Hé ' é appear. It - 8 -
provides the Site ONI’IG!‘S“FWJ?"I‘HTU‘CU’HT‘I’EC#ET‘W’% - : . does all of this
wi th gri ni mal cagurent is atsoheamdtioplock diagramapioviding dr sv@nviewof tiee Fi gure 1,
the USER, block 10 begins the process by visiting a Site Oaner block 20,

such as orf¥stéMi he main web 5 pages that include articles on current

events, busine n " [ . e...et IS web page, a
banner ad (texﬁ's'gli"%kmﬁéﬁ‘ aﬁg%fhi’aﬁé)ggﬁg&%?'cidg@%&bng'@gnggk@USER pronoti ng
for exanpl@nipsers andtinfitc@inddidhsyvel y di scounted price. This banner ad is
linked, first in a seam ess fashion to the C earinghouse, block 30. The

link then contifrigeee diis @otoveral lagie flowr disgram depicting a gensoal systemg t he
Iink*' g proceﬁéc the USER has an identifier query string appended to the
HTTP ntrya,png I?lossi bly a "cookie" placed on their system These act as a

mar ker to per nigighfeaghs raglo%fc diagrasmRpiting heMaerdtint saitstesk 8 theghouse,

determne if and when the USER was involved in a purchase, and how to
al | ocat e tgystermar chase conmission to the Site Omer. 15 Wth the

foregoing brief_.gveryi. i n. n.d ttention,is.n I ect to Eigure 2
whi ch provi des FangEer §\A§%e"°§f°gﬁ'ggm'ﬁfé"tepﬁ@%ws?88%6‘& ’%’°¥'8§€87 OLiY r onnent

i npl i cat edn@agbes BECS Mo fhaveydtén. Recogni zing that the type of hardware
and software IS selected to conformto the data processing requirenents of

the $§stem butFiguretheralogic diagramedepictinghthieclearinghouse severiso 20
under st and botp environnments in the context of the present invention.
Begi nni ng WEAYPRe USER 10, the typical USER will access the network, via a

modem connect | OsjghPé‘V i8d R B%‘g@éﬂrxvﬁép{ctﬁ@Méréﬁéﬁrgé'_@éPFrdc@sQﬁ\g; 'dagR 10

w Il include a rkstation™PC configured wth an application program known
as a browser toFigure® iadasereendlisplap cidbe siata fieldsr o the Qdearnghatisen
accordance_25 with instructions by the USER At bl ock 20, a

represent atVESite Omer is illustrated as a server with access, via

variggs I nternet servigkerAlLep BESTCRIPTION OF TRE INVENTIONL Y into the web
by the USER. The serveélr at the Site Oomer IS [Tkely to be a fairly

sophi sticated cbirpbriefiyint evenview, she presant iaventiomigvelves|therssuef access to
O or e e B SRR TR 5 R gt S 0 e
i nt er esti N@dividually programmed to operate in concert to monitor and track
transactions between related entities and provide a remuneration to the
25 participants in accordance with a pre-determined set of transaction criteria.
The system may be more easily understood by its use in support of
transactions on the Internet with the understanding that the foregoing is also
broadly applicable in other domains. The Internet is populated with a large
number of web site_s, each managed and configured to provide information to
30 visitors browsing the web. Some web sites are considered "Content
Providers" (or "Site Owners," i.e., those in control of one or more web sites)
as they include one or more web pages having information that is of interest



isubj ect matter capable of drawi ng substantial traffic to the server during
- 9 - operation. In addition, the Site Owmer has allocated g the
‘vari ous v&‘g%ﬁlfég that can be nade avail abl e for banner tyB&@ggw@’rwpﬂ _
simlar. Finally, it is expected that_t#e Site Omer further provides text
hased or other pronotional vehicles for/uSe in advertising practice.

thus opor Ab$RRE S0ing a brol T sfiSdR, TRiesaet DT AivepRER &
fact, becqg@sttwoemRichefisets fotlfericPalif révenis! EThe first iavslves tisgt nessagi ng.
The hub of operation is the Cea 30 linked for

] he rio\r;‘ghogs_e server ]
i nt er conneETGRODIA SuRBErintion: fesrtodhenvisitieg MSEBBksamewhahakiaroi aul ar, any

on the pr d0ageRnERbRENEC TR HoR Fois¥enlE deleftart S fofPaliehgm °oc
equi pped weldvapt 5 €56 prgsamevertion. nenory sufficient to neet the demand of
mul tiple subscribers. In its preferred enbodi nents, the server is

confi gured wi t hThe sReend establisbed maethag ofyraising revenveoby BaBite @wher iSm based
on W ndo .1 bas nagenent r A cle 7 and
Oracl e mmf)‘?s'ﬁ%? %Q"S%ggc@ﬁegﬁﬁgg’%us Q'ﬁg'{itﬁ%cgftﬁka 88@'%(; 9?%; 9§t em

envi r onmengervice8 2l These promatiorial Banhbis Mrirdrandiuderersteddbd téde) m | arly
linked to the network, via high speed transm ssion |ines. The Merchant

server is @rating@knk taytha,spensasing Girderany + heesipaiter ealled tae’ Merakant'.

dopi 801 ng ORERSO b acoess e bendsr sRuARYbd i MeTatian'd PePhdddl ha ' 2972
present ed the dimbeldéaiink deEmiayitsabresentée wi ther abiligrtoangRERpuichase

orchestrated bP/ t he Cl eari nghouse server, 100, briggi.ng t ogether site
owners 120diseRilyNEemHae: MerchantnThenpresent investiepredifies dnisrocaseandnt | v,

e AE A g Syeeo SO 0 0 el AL

i nvol veman? ween e variods e I'es.

the site otheeSite Igném Thosvthei Medchantlongxpays far the préfiotidman effortstthat
requisite software, 170 for_ pronotion managenent on their web site and
eval 48t e tactuglyurestt v meaningfdbenafitsyer chants on banner ads or the Iike,

200. 30 - 10mne YA of HorkEl AR ALSACL WA, Al Bk EichaAY 160

and submt offers, n open or ose ornma ng the session,

Mer chant abkemvercthieespedaifid gosdd are hrateagaizbie ferdplrghabe. STHi® inwaivessthehi ch
can then be ap?roved, 190, ke of fers, . 210 and approve bids, ,220. 5
Tur ni ng nokse &' Begured ransagionsgvia acredit gaed poptharPaymemyrhicledass to the

o6 B BBl b ahy el dbidBEsRty b 2 bl ock
20 (land or air). To implement the present invention, programming is installed on
the Merchant's server that is capable of tracking the number of visits by

USERS that are precipitated by links with banner ads. Alternatively, the
USER may be transferred back to the Clearinghouse for completion of the
actual purchase transaction.

25 The final server in this trilogy is the Clearinghouse server. This server
is programmed to communicate with the Merchants and Site Owner (many of
them simultaneously are expected to be online) to facilitate the tracking and
accounting associated with the successful Merchant based transactions. Of
perhaps greater importance, this server provides the software that brings the

30 Merchants and Site Owners together into binding promotional arrangements,
This coupling of interested parties is done in a low cost almost seamless
fashion. It permits the Merchants control over where their ads will appear. It



and at block 320 their ID and password. To insure a greater |evel of
security, this I D may have been previously secured, via known confirmation
servi ces Giodflsrsd he web, such as Verisign[err]. These ser\pEresysnoade
regi stration protocols that enhance accurate comruni cati on on the web. Mre
i nformation about Verisign[err] can be gbtained fromtheir web site,

| ocated at: http:\ww. verisign.com Returning to Figure 4, the progranm ng

| ogi c t est providestiecSitd Q\Ekverbﬁnput into con®aet termsnelvdoesgillcobthisieitas t o
bl ock 340, the Merchant is ven a new | D nunber and registers the sel ected
passwor d. Mminimal qost apd it tioNevi ousl y registered, however ("No" to test

320 oy 91 S, CONYA BEatioh 4P rermA SRR Y, e RPBIdIcki 0  BegINE

PSWRD( A). The sy ter'lI'nfroductory Pa whi ch
provi des aprddessloﬁﬁl@ltnhgtausne @wnehblddk 20, suchi asibhe qiatbba'gam\ webnot i onal
progr ans avallable rej to Merchant offer the | P

i opl 3y | nPROBSINSRLAeLATIPIES AL AURTENT peRniSnbyYREsR Dl SePltsrRSTSEPRL)
e’ oy ¢ Bafigl et ORGRMER DEAB, Bbaier a ALRPRK b oRIBidtic 88,352 | N0

the d eari ouSe site tfol panel es av e'to the
visitor t hehsmaye:wm theaUSERS pmmnilmtbmxample&mhemgIablseath"abmel)’ZS In

particul ar, the choi ces esented ing¢ eries of tored pac es that
conpri se a diggounfed prge SSIP'%PaF’é?rnﬁd ﬂ%rﬁ‘f?cﬁgﬁr irglin & seg % tion,
such as ba@eﬁnﬁ@% udeSBidtK 30.] ﬂféhﬁk th&s)eém.ﬁlm% éi'réﬁgaﬁﬂtrfé M'e?c msuch

omm $si on paynent

prormtlons terns, tion the Mer chant
may " efQ er ctllmlodﬂté)urmgmedm&cmg peoctess me)tdﬁERnlnals areigentifieOquery sttihg- Thi s

5 eorL bt hS TR ! a3 i O B
b d
road seg ”El"ﬁes%haéthé’s B\Rhiker té!"‘ﬂbhﬁut%é&ﬁf# st gr]"eggts‘ggi bngé‘?\nérch@ﬁﬁénao peer”

rel ati onship e aut o- approve process Icates that the 5
Mer chant ofClearingnouss, detenminatifdnd iwhest the USERwaSiineocl@adén aptitchase,
t he Mer hant I f.the cl offer formis chosen,

subsequent eval uation b se
| ogic br anchEEh‘PW g@il@pg@;@we B ?ﬁ% RBIBISRIAN @eﬁ?‘@cgge QWRehartners froma
list -‘ﬁ_he cont ra\mthttﬁérféregj(’)o?\rg Bﬁ@ 8PHRT in Vrjflﬁdté’t?éntﬁﬂs%%r‘é‘éke% #20 to

410. e resulting input |nc udes t fer I'D, conm ssion anount,
whet her it Higure 2iwhiclitproviges @mardMMeGhawgm of e wookstatibmnserveri ze, | egal

I idd f h ffer. .If
Ner chant | ScmBeBR MRIcRB, B bRt nyEhubBecstibn thabhe fiaeety
series of MfdRAFk AW it YelBetdd %o ROARRAT RAtHPdaeepRebESRg once

selected, the various terns are nodified, via test 430 and 15 bl ock 440.
The resul t ineguispments pEthe systaam bitds otherwlisech malterapidcheige sit és ueefubtack

00, AL AR RS L bRl o T BRI Rl e
di fferent pRegMAINESWIt e VSER! 1, the NPpikal USERPRIIS A ads! theh’?ét@oﬁ( fyia &
| evel access, controlled by a first tier password. This would al l'ow the
mar ket i ng modem connection that allows relatively slow transmission rates. USER 10
will include a workstation PC configured with an application program known as
a browser to allow address driven access to various web sites in accordance
25 with instructions by the USER.

At block 20, a representative Site Owner is illustrated as a server with
access, via various Internet service providers or ISP’s that permit entry into
the web by the USER. The server at the Site Owner is likely to be a fairly
sophisticated computer with multiple lines allowing simultaneous access to

30 many USERS to the stored web pages forming the content of desirable
information. Importantly, the Site Owner includes a rich array of interesting

subject matter capable of drawing substantial traffic to the server during



20 person taq have.access to banner graphics and other simlar marketing
and pronotional materials. A merchant adm nistrator, however, would receive
-a nore cOMPP¥ABAZ| ve password enabling input and control t BCHUSIHEAM of
features, such as graphic selection, offers, terns, acceptance, conm Ssion
structures, etc. 25 I n accortghce with the above, the principal
terms of the gpen offer _are, sipil to thos rovided in the closed offer.
The key dOPEERENLcIn adaiian, tne-Siip Bwaer bas allofald sRacesanGNg 1he VaNous; { o
Omner s, ' S&fh BE S | ' af e use
of pre- pﬂéé’ggéagsr gj‘rréét | ong n\?e%él %Ivgirsﬁ,af% 2‘?‘??%’3%@?’?@ %dnédstg ﬁ@l}érB\(l)hn;ﬁﬁ

speci fi cs jtcisanipested tatthé GitepOwner ifortieér providesctexibasbddrotherd Site Oaners
will routinely default to a standardized arran%emant that is sinple to

i npl enent Premgtiepak yehiclgsdor yae in adygaising eractive. Jmrastantyy, fioteds of the

- 12 st | : ' W@ll reover,
as tf?e br%%g? ﬁd%rpﬁ'f(;dg@g?a%gg g¥%ﬁb9§5@§%§%cﬁﬁ§sb%%@g§an |én§E% Yvygecome
part of seécthel barwtagss, Thess textilings trhay, dnefaet, becorac maré gracalenbaaki on.
In addition, Merchants will routinely downl oad pronotional graphics to the

d ear i nghdadaeis smallgs size and diigst MPSSABING. t e Oaners to review the of ferings

akin to a catal | f3 r NtnS; s depicted
in Figure 5, th-@%&h{jg %ﬂ@?ﬁ@qﬁ{ﬂgg@lfeﬁtrf\ghpﬁ% g\ggr}r ﬁgﬁ%k%@qggrver, bl ock
500, and antepterectiohCarid bommigication withaRgamtiverk bRY; infpattieatarpdfy t he

system checks for previous registration; if none, the site owner registers

at bl®ck Hderchamts end Site-Pwngss integrsipd dafororalizing sdreararosthased amat

ouner 1 phedTRbeds griRe Mebfu ReBtory ns SERghBnbiSe SR b Stiaed o,
560, the SikippRyRRssirlepb#ep anashBRiory SufRRMItoaabl el domiher or mafipi ng on

the d earinghouse server. Selection 1! ereof branches logic to block
570 wher e subscgbars: hircits peeferegrembadimentsathe seryar issconfiguradewith pitbek 580.

STte ownerd MVXReTeBG TR & ol SeRund Rt by e Ok MRS T cS1 500
det eqg1 nespupalE mbiiggsilene erward afiidifg Gk PRINACOFacle AViSHY Y

merely labels the offer as one capable bei ng accepted w thout
further in@go donfgutat-fardhe specificetpergting systehe envionoment! ect ed, t he

fid. d I 0 d | 1y h
Fnk, “act i vai nEmele BialRe 2q s ekt Ehes #67 Snitey MBS Be cor ver
Thi's may_bReiRITALIMOR 4psbbitraisiisSiAesaTheMeRihaf SepRiqk o down! oad.

of appropriate software. In its sinplest form the site owner can cut
and past e adeaniageously sonfiguredawilh reithen ey UNiXecon NiTtoperating systemwant page.

o e oo ind Pow B EIGEF 3 il 105 AR SAeTES viecevl Lo
resubm t t eghfafraPagieMentheeRamsm BhdSkrald) isPresehtdidoimdock #6rm.
Specifically, the referral arrangement is orchestrated by the Clearinghouse
server, 100, bringing together site owners 120 and Merchants 110 into
mutually acceptable terms. Importantly, the entire process can be
25 accomplished with a minimal amount of involvement or synchronization
betwéen the various entities. In particular, the site owners log-in - new via
130 or existing at 140; download the requisite software, 170 for promotion
management on their web site and evaluate the available bids from the
Merchants on banner ads or the like, 200.
30



30 site owner may return to the Master Page, test 640, or end the
session, bl ock 650. - 13 - In the above arrangenent once an offer has
*been accayoesisiags a Merchant, the Site Ower wll receive tRE/GIH8I0MP4
required to set up the banner ad associated with the Merchant. Assuming a
Cl eari nghouse server nane of marketshaxe.<om the foll ow ng HTM. code
presented in Table 1 is an 5 exanple of a set up script to install the
adverti senent Sinitarly,dhe tNlercBants alaodog-in,tlockSABEE and<180 Badi subhit <p

31t a—cont BT IR REMEE SRSER ARGt CORRAS dhe SeaRPRo e METChARs ARe- |

| Svinpoc) ALVIRHE offef RS e kot it o e il B m 0
<BR></ CENapproved; £00, Avhke>offersp2hQ amavapproie gikis; 220.t he processing | ogic

associated wth USER access, is depicted in flow _chart form This process
concépt ual | y b(I&FrHBQzﬂOVQ& F'Q‘E?é‘r»ﬁh%hQﬂiR shygtuig Joe reRantAGGesstton| ock

710 wher ej ' C%tﬁ!' ( is [ Nt O A . owser

| i nki ng tn{eb E@ c(raggg e%gt%;féégdﬁtfﬁgj g’ﬁ%"gf% t hqe Efyg’%gk'n’%e?{ At bl ock
720, the bidok 3pMandEsbloak @1ty Merghants(arber tiig HATOFeaddiassireceddsR | f
the USER fails to access the banner ad ("No" to test 730), 25 processi ng

| ogi cal | yandratitiaele320their diandipassworda olR Jrsuretshgr eyel et s8CHIit¥, banner

The o ear MHSHELREY Bve0ReErE pR ] Selied, SRR coPfighafon SERIAEEBACC o'
pl acied on & ved] Ehch veﬁ%Eh@»esrﬁéw §6rvidtisopreRideOrbgistastior prot6eaispl e, |ine

4, Table 1. Accordingly, USER access is directed to the 30  C earinghouse
server, wikateenhance @rauatencpromimicationeen the webst Mose infeusation @beuts of

| et at envpisrai g0 e phieRad, BB et vBb Bl Bodaks onto the USER
command | i neI, t he address for HitpswieverRRAlcotaHTTP) di recti ng USER cont _roI to
2bout 1 he.pr odiRRUENEAN BITE. 1HE WRAFEATI [natE SpEREID. { ho USER
e 1R HOB OCPANE100% ARSNGBk oty b Slerchhachs iy nay 14
ID number and registers the selected password. If the Merchant has
previously registered, however ("No" to test 320), logic continues to test 350
and entry of the specific password, PSWRD(A). The system then displays a
Master Introductory Page, IP(X) which provides at block 360 details on the
20 available packaged promotional programs available relating to Merchant offer
type. Typically, the IP display includes segments directed to frequently asked
questions, (FAQ), information about the organization or entity supporting
and/or operating the Clearinghouse site, and a control panel that makes
available to the visitor the various features provided by the Clearinghouse site.
25 in particular, the choices presented include a series of stored packages that
comprise a well-tested set of terms relating to the placement of promotion,
such as banner ads, textual links or icons, the size and style of such
promotions, the commission payment terms, etc. In addition, the Merchant
may enter custom terms to describe his promotional needs.
30



test 800. If the USER determ nes not to make the purchase, |ogic branches
to bl ock 810, and the server places a cookie onto the USE Thif q]ﬁ&ki e
‘enabl es tWQERSRE5of a later purchase, test 815 and bl ock sEGMUPPO 7AiM ever
the 5 USER nmakes the purchase ("Yes!.to test 800), information relating
to the purchase and the USER are transtdrred back to the d eari nghouse

Com s&i on' payEi Ipeckafehsst ¥isiads 586, 1 A Alsrafo REMERBAT o1 oco <.

bl ock 850 geRstsl bﬁwqg?@,r sither'apen” af t'elosed.f oOpeni ciferssareadifddted telzout t he
10 purchase at the Cl earinghouse server, a comm ssion determnation is
cal cul at eproadh segmant of the puplic, Waile;cloged aiffess delineate avaeeat Beef'ncl udi ng

Ouner andeeBSARYC T BultERsGRVE RroBhf RelRed TBaRs BRUIIT X 12, chan
site,5i.eMershahbeffef ban mmﬂnamﬁwéc@bﬁm Sitehewier (ithidutsi t e by

more than one 15 banner ad before the purchase was made. If so, a
shari ng orsupseguenteyaluatiomby tae Mefghaat. fdhe clesadsefferfarm isathossden

| ol ement Se0ie RGeS Ep R And S, RBFRAE o ™ia hbHAMETF ot on
details. ljjgt.t The obntract émidhfe iaredered! vialtesu3shanadiibeks Booftospicect
banners in terns of revenue are created 20 al l owi ng for accurate

assessnentThe resuling inpyd formvinaiudes therplien B, coramissier amaintcwhethefdbcr i bes

ent 01 ot o alSebPla 98 rafiioy ¥ ooRrBaRhE R, R Mimd hvire *°% M1
Mer chant ' sexpilgridtionss ahaealidsdies semihedoffdr, bl ock 920. At test 930, the
server deternines whether the USER arrived 25 wi t h an unexpired cookie

or similar deviltbowgvebsheiNerchaspsalestnpaer Rt desioif Ipgicipresredadoand the
system st gf5e QZ'EC%Q'@ "an%é}fest é‘@gﬂﬁée%‘{a‘a&?(r)é r folring &8 pﬁﬂ%@ﬁﬁ%@q ¢ Of

simlar device. Lbgic continue erein a purchase decision is

tracked. selectidn; ongemsealettedetheceatidus terms aneemiotifieds wid tost r4300ankd ng t he
tran?action, bl ock 970 and_t he forwardi ng of thg transaction details to the

d eal? nghdRleek §épye he B‘F%ﬁ'{ngbsg.enl S PSOrﬁ Bloek r@@eaﬁ‘g "?&iét@,reghe
b1 ock. 960, DIRFS A6, M aShcshe patbydds bRividR g EReRsE otk 47k 1 o0 ¢
8, a sanplEhelisysteny psovides farsmaliipien levet eseess by a Meréhartdsoftroliexbbpl et i on
uses thi's GIEraNtARBYONTSy FOREXBEING BMAHEULY PBFSaTs i BBVt BVl or
meor y.  or 2S5 s, SOPFOIGEBL S IS 18T PaShRbRE THE RoBRLAI 1S mandihg oo™ s
enpl 20i ng pérsoatoavicacsessdd bargterrgraphicsiard other simiarcindrketingapdbi | i ti es
et T AR RedaBBl SRRl Foial b FeBehas
I nfor mat | opyord RiHfpreRBRSIVE PHR¥RoPd SRAbIING HputUrd EShtFolB! &' Rupitbr giPr esent a
features, such as graphic selection, offers, terms, acceptance, commission
structures, etc.
25 In accordance with the above, the principal terms of the open offer are
similar to those provided in the closed offer. The key difference is that the
open offer is made accessible to all Site Owners, while the closed offer is only
available to a select few.
The use of pre-packaged promotional vehicles, setting terms and other
30 specifics creates a powerful promotional vehicle. Merchants and Site Owners
will routinely default to a standardized arrangement that is simple to

implement, highly flexible, and inexpensive. The selection process of the



second source of potential revenue for the O earinghouse. In particular,
the transaction data can be enbellished wwth tax related information,

*r ecor di ngwealsgs2gsax, etc. predicated on the purchase arrangermisysioiadso, to
the extent currency exchanges nust be used, these can be selected 20 - and
I ncorporated in the ternms, and subseguegtky inplenented during processing
each transaction. Special pronotions are possible, including use of

affinity rséawdardmasz}agmmaba ow oostramjeasilw ageomplishpdanMoreashasitheng of
duct s/ ff t |ished.in the foreqoi

envi T onnelired Veﬁwe%fré%vaarﬁéé’.g?owhéoﬁ@qn%ﬁcﬁﬁ%%%o;%p@ ing; Wil BecRBa AL Oh 5

through a gpvagdlHdtkages, pereasitg m@beéaaﬂqmg) et f&rﬁ&ﬁéﬁ % adBftion,

Cl earinghouse server includes a "nerge at takes two or nore
i mages andVemantewilt rstinelyndowalvadepromational g;ephmatn the 6lqarmgémlae| on.

et @ Y RIS e BrgPRerc i i OBPlSRin' 1o 4 peliod™® * o

di scussed abovgn 4 hearfﬁe?aymnahwm M'e?@‘tddi‘%' HA8 as@épiclid rherr@mre B g0t i on
areas and, as such, is subclassified with appropriate headi ngs.

Repr esent aslte/@wrwmﬂgggm éo Meeﬁearmhwfseusmro\bkm 5ab) and at blocks 16 -
TABLE 11 ‘@ﬂ%ﬁ e(gj?%ggelrgjrespectlv “H5£ t e ) tesc20°‘ %8 rgg)(ts{e\ﬁ%a checks for Antiques

& Cl assics

G assi fi echrédpusaelgistitions ifffSreS the BRY lovWrfer registers at blo&k$80sand=ui des 10
Cl assified Ads Hardware Secondhand Software Superstores 15 Home & Garden

Appl 1%nce§ePQWﬁ5taJﬂ@wmqa¢ogfgwet sustemveaitware that beeemegdesideptenithatiet ai |
for the pug&oyzoa{ illustration, it is to be understood that such
detail is SO or that purpose and that variations can be nade therein

by those skill eOnce ith tiee 3y Stem, tthétﬁitedm?ﬂért isngretentsd With I8é Mastapd scope of
the invention. Substitute sheet - Novenber 2001 17
introductory Page, block 550. At test 560 the site owner decides whether to
search available offers residing on the Clearinghouse server. Selection
15 thereof branches logic to block 5§70 where the search criteria are entered and
results displayed, block §80. Upon review of both packaged offers and
selected offers from Merchant, the site owner makes a selection, test 530.

Continuing in Figure 5, test 600 determines whether the selected offer

is "auto-approve." Auto-approve merely labels the offer as one capable of

20 being accepted without further input from the Merchant making the offer.
Once selected, the contract terms are confirmed, block 610, and the system
implements the link, activating the banner ad or relevant text on the Site
Owner's server. This may be accomplished with site modification, or pre-
package download, of appropriate software. In its simplest form, the site

25 owner can cut and paste the particular code and manually insert it on the
relevant page.

If auto-approve has not been activated, the accepted offer is
resubmitted back to the Merchant for acceptance, or is modified first (not
shown) and resubmitted as a counterproposal, block 630. Once through, the

30 site owner may return to the Master Page, test 640, or end the session, block
650.



What is clainmed is: 1. A system for establishing, managing and tracking
commer ci ayologaMgsct i ons undertaken on a wi de access networ gCTRRIENMSS NQ: a
*!Cont ent Provider site interconnected to said network and programred to
display to a USER visiting said ContenjzProvider through a site content

vi ewi ng program information about one or nore products or services

avai l abl e for gptheabovwe arrangeawrtaorce an offes has baxpaacteptéd by aai d Cont ent
Provi der, wherein said display includes, associated with said informtion,

i nking i P&ﬁrchemﬁ. & SiterOwnee i fRpalve theceding reBiTRAJoRed diPathe Bannayi ¢ e
Further - cBeoBRG el MERAAT o8 XciRyharllee Bl ha b 12

USER i denihdrketshiafe comd ehe foliowing HTWL cotiedpréSentdd irpTablenkiscan i ne and/ or
passed along in said USER URL; a C eari nghouse site interconnected to said

net wdr k agampie;chansal up seriptdpasialitbe astvedisangnat kamperan hepiter or

sel ection Qf sai.d display information on said Content Provider site, and
the abili r@”‘?%f Y84d sai d” USER uni gue identification code, and store said
code in nenory, and further, to proviggLEgnnecti on of said USER to an

i dentified Target Merchant Site, wherern said Target Merchant Site is
associ at ed wi t Ifl-sBeagin 6¢§EI ay information; a Target Merchant site

i nt er connect ed <RiAIPN=CENTER2t wor k and programmed to provide the ability to
trandhct sai d pAJIRER="4/rdroarkalehale.codcoRiREIES™ sai d Target Merchant site is
further progr afigtsoptsntcom8merchaAMGRITYEATRARY -SBRAIOIEAIBZFAS e made by said USER
and to comuni 3‘%&%’&%@%@3 Wg}"??é‘t’%ﬁmﬁ%mﬁmi"@ss‘ﬁ#%“{j@%ri nghouse
site, wherein T =T gf i e i d O earinghouse

server to al | ocERgS '}’o’éﬁf?lg @*@ﬁ“@ﬁ%ﬁ%%%‘gﬁ I'T1loiLl 11 iilo
111] Subsﬁ?ﬁgfg EB - 29 Novenber 2001 18 2. The system of claim
1 wherein the IThk" @ iMstructions pl aced on said Content Provider site

further conprise information about said Content Provider site address. 3.
The system of cl¥niRg nawdedrigusnbdthe pracegsingspsiccassaciated Wit bk ses

USER pr omACEesn S BePieteir i, O Mart Rt  TRsCRoeRRh SelepbhB R Rt o 7 <
in the forsmalbibtk b0 HNEcontiitesoto iBpapblock!7 10whereid the sitéhocatit em of
claiml wherein display informati on on said Content Provider site is in the

form of a (FFotd:iscnterashinte the USRS browser dipkingothe USER agiassdhst em of

claim L WSkl 1815k 85 e i cPOWREF, 2856 750, the S8 PUALERRZlore! 2, ™ 1

wher ei n sai K'i's a pri e I ntranet. Cllaim1

wher ei n sadidp@yewgdmt(ml)smrmegs byuheheSERL ovi des data entry relating to
pronoti onal arrangenents between Merchants and Content Provider. 8. The

system of cl ai nif tNOAIER falls tejaceess thegharer ad (Ne"o1 tesk43@ht a storage for
(¢ 27879 BakbnbaBafl 1A AREAORACRTAE el HROER Reldbed e o
ar r angemente BaEnhdread; 2hbisiter bgFam iAPUE GRDTABEUSER. comAtendind e of cl ai m
L wherein ﬁﬁ%ogégrégg (‘jféf(‘) trhengiiegsrinfgggugé,o tr)llorc]:(kJ 7'|5rg, %rnréa; I"r(;)tr}er())/nstring", ie., a
string of code placed on the HTTP that provides source information. See, for
example, line 4, Table I. Accordingly, USER access is directed to the
30 Clearinghouse server, wherein the Clearinghouse server first stores several
pieces of information, e.g., site {ID), banner (ID), and USER (X), block 760.
Immediately thereafter the Clearinghouse server places onto the USER
command line, the address for the Merchant (HTTP) directing USER control to
the Merchant's web page, block 780. In accordance therewith, information
35 about the product described in the banner ad is now displayed to the USER

including the procedure for purchasing the product, block 790.



said USER S conputer corresponding to the USER S interaction wth the
Merchant's site is placed on a USER S conputer if a purchase is not nade
)during a WOH728% said Merchant's site. 11.  The syst em HCHPSSHT4Y
wherein said cookie and/or neans for storing information on said USER S
conput er corresponding to the USER S itk eraction with the Merchant's site

substitute shobe USER(is Fohffontesbif 1o pidR i Hreleding 4h8 s¥Pulet ¢ oget ner
Mer chant steap 8060N Y LEElgid@Pérﬁ'liHéé nat to ﬁféﬁéﬂh@rp%héé’é,klogidqsrdmhbgd

conprising the steps of: a. provi ding a O earinghouse Server adapted for
r ecei vi ngtonblock @16, ianguthei sesvér places acteokis oatalthe ISER. Ahis cdekie; b.

[ c | ngh I di
B oot 1 onGHABEEAFACREEEY Hieier R0 JEoLor & PRIk &4 I evebria; d
Ver cBant pBER MG BirkRadd (e 15 64800)OirtdMafisH 1Bting fo the accessing

t he ear I nghouse server to se for a access store ata on
exi sting phfchasetandstiiedUSER arg trEnsferckel bacidto the €leaginghguse seceerpt ance or
counteroffer by said Content. Provid consynmmati ng,a pronoti onal

arr angerreIock 825 AR 0, - Pipraatia BBHEBRMBSN Hor oi Lo o
range . . . i
sai d Ver cliapinent b et oL B acdchdancd Wi TBORAH pRétEbR) Block 48F €1 n

said pro udes ‘an aut o-approve 1 ndicator. e met hod
of claim 12 whagrdiscussediprevivusiy, afteonfdenatian és receivedhabeoat then processi ng
software from said C earinghouse server. 1 5. The nethod of claim12
wherl®i n sBuUEchasgratihadClepaRaheKrse  seYeEn? CoMinisriopRstersination isriteria to

coneurmat ZACHEg: o ssigl N BE ARG o s sloh ot ks il i e o
rel ating bfighwl ari@pgenisnt Werked out bbtween the WMdreRahioand $ise SitehOwnegnt r al
Cl eari nghouse server for intercomrunication with plural renpote conputers

t hrough nénddhr qualifieatiornatthe HSER, in tarmsodipacesssdo therMeehapbsitenieat i on

Content . PBIRH Bat SRR e 684 BEREAT R MbrAny S8 5V meg Sudd Bhee shee:
- 295\oveaahe? 88 betlrethe PurchiBEe WakPRTadeXt If IsbN kSsHatingher pasdtyqilan

hi ghl i ghted text, graphics and/or inmages, and supply said |inks with coding
to associ May Ba reguireds iQncerthasedeumeayedaen implesenied dingeErcounting d

Cl eari ngh Sef : ' r. ' ] . Lving sai d USER
e | 998 e et a3 588, G, R PRI bARS TS kPR 109, 221
Cont ent Picgvirisiorfand $ecstding Al frahgattih Hetals.beh Weitrwai vhiGhisar i nghouse
server and a destination '
records detailing the activity of select banners in terms of revenue are created
20 allowing for accurate assessment of promotional impact.
In Figure 7, a logic flow chart describes the Merchant server operation.
Logic conceptually begins at block 900, with entry into the server by a USER,
via HTTP command, block 810. The Merchant's display screen is presented
at block 920. At test 930, the server determines whether the USER arrived
25 with an unexpired cookie or similar device; a positive response branches logic
to block 940 and the system stores a "credit" for the last referral site on the
cookie or similar device. Logic continues to test 950 wherein a purchase

decision is tracked.



Merchant site, wherein transaction information triggered by a USER during a
visit to %gbg %&ghant site via said Content Provider hyperiextsddidhsy 1S
pransmittedory @aid C eari nghouse server; a second data processing neans
for processing transaction information {£om said Merchant site wherein said
transaction information includes inforration regardi ng actions undertaken

by said USER i nar ' i | The
system of cl ai mAl‘gﬁ%ﬁg?giréﬁgg‘?@dﬁgggalrﬁgtesxg fe?f{ergﬁ?rscﬁ}'g%ﬁf fenréh?%)éta

command | i 920 @indsthecfofwatdimg oPlttwtndasactimndeﬁﬂB tedheﬁeafrnghdsusmsem, li nk
associated with a Merchant. The system of claim 17 wherein said
second dat BIOSKAREE; s [fnhoweNes 'IQCEWr?DPﬁ?ég madeh dheSYSIUN ragerasigls PBFor ti ng

Lo sal 6, QopbaRb & hieP Hevied depobied ikt 88 OBEM %@pﬂ"eﬁmd&-ﬁéﬁgq&sm

destrnatron ant site sacoo e onto & or trackin
visit$. 2lcompletddtat mm:rceser ng system for supporting communication and
comrerce on a wide access n%twork wher ei Easar d network co%ses a

plurality of cofpRIBENIWIQRFIIHR 18aRRIe APy PEIRPRAE ISHRWIL iRRgSeMingn

prot ocol s n oods and
servi ces, E fé@?@%%o%éf%t%@ﬁ%ﬁéﬁ%E ﬂsbﬁgscgéf%u e sheet - 29
Novenber 2@6deldinedf trresMerrdum\ttlmesctnmﬁeldetd specifpdhe texosofi the affeoto wi t h
sai d network th e fty stor OF' (r%%e refrles def i ned uni ver sal
Cesour ce | i QWETR RREE SoMENar: the e GPRETE A5B-SIared ARG ARFAL

I nf oAt i o %@Sow}% %%'\“cb
pronoquaona%drmeeoén Pormeciné'&om ,‘:aé:)%tés%? %i cs, an f%?ﬁfaﬁgg'éd avﬂgﬂg gded
therein a Seapmvece of commands for transferring a link to a USER conputer

i n communi cation with saidfirst corgrﬁut er, to a secrnd Cl eari.nghouse

conputer and th employing the a r'%%%ﬁ?@f“vﬁ‘\@‘ﬁ?“tygqoﬂlc' / or
services agapafiies até Wabld. PTIRSTBLidHAR toBALAN BgbAblaTohagr pur chases:

said transfer of said USER conmputer li1nk including a uSer identifier that
is recor decﬂe&allqmtsan}@tanmgmemmaggreg@m thecdatar inteumarketrlated so t hat

sea B pr dgoamRlioho THeEEBHOs PR piRent Blring S Vo g Febisdenf & 0

system of FedbAt £burt be pbtdriial iexréﬁuecmnémesmﬁgm.enb_edded with the
icon include htm coding that establishes a unique identifier for said

USER. 23. The |Bypartiewiar, tbedransgstlm&aéa nanrhe en‘@@lllangﬁdume tao rglatest

stores infqryati nfro ERhtt rst ¢ uter site I.D,
USER 1D andMieEmRte, FEHnG sas ik 2 39 (e wrRESe affanderantoy i <
est abl i shedy)g, ﬁ)alh‘é éﬁéﬁhauntreﬁéyrese&néngtes nh%pbemgw%@é@eéﬁ%ebyeréere@

C eari nghouse server. . he system of claim24 wherein said Merchant

conpud@r r anst momoratqqsmne ekmisnand subgeqsently implemented sturip@nput er site

| D. 26. assocr ates
2 cooki ¢ wittRCE4Th Sah faiaBhpn., T hroPalisl s A ssiP el AT L8R S
link. 27. ofTérfﬁmswﬁéveaadoﬁrcfdram@ (éﬁnm\rberreqrﬁrerrttﬂy@aq)?sgrdms)s aid USER at said
Mer chant conputer” are recorded and used to det'erm né a conm ssi on.
Co-branding of products/services is also efficiently accomplished in the
foregoing environment. Co-branding is the marketing or sales of two products
25 through a single promotion. The system controlling software on the
Clearinghouse server includes a "merge" algorithm that takes two or more
images and combines these into an aesthetically acceptable presentation.
For example, the resulting banner on the Merchant site will include a "return"
button to go back to the originating Site Owner.
30 As discussed above, the Clearinghouse site includes many different
promotion areas and, as such, is subclassified with appropriate headings.

Representative headings are presented hereinbelow in Table II.



"REPLACEMENT SHEET  Substitute sheet - 29 Novenber 2001 22 28.  The
system of claim 26 wherein a subsequent visit by said USER that is i
vassoci at egowegsMagm transaction results in a credit to sai d HGWmEsseBevput er as
a referral of said USER 29. A data processing systemfor establishing
pronotional arrangements governi ng thaedevel opnent of referrals, conprising.
a C earinghouse server configured and programed to receive comruni cati ons
from web- based Merchants regardi ng tABiErlle to be effected over a web site
and, in response to said co ni cations, accegssing one or nore stored
promotional arrangenent s%&%ﬂ ng the use OSQEQEMQ promotion to

direct USER S browsing t : sai d Mer chark:, i i Cl eari nghouse
Rﬁgﬁfl‘ﬁgg\g ARtiqaes & @la%?lé%

server transmtting to sal ants one or EFGUI e&! pronot i onal
arraggerrents for review and sel ection. 30. gfgei cgig of claim 29 wherein
sai d¥pronoti onal arrangenents are stored on g@;?s@% ghouse server in a
pre-defined format having an established set @EPIS 31.  The system of
claim 29 wherein said dearinghouse ser Va@rsi ncl udes communi cati on
means for access by one or nore Content Providers, wherein said Content
Provi ders are able to acCzssputarsi C eari nghoyers' {auides and revi ew
of f@gps corresponding to one of said stored piGlassifiedaldsar r angenents. 32.
The system of claim 31 wherein said pronoti opdrd@argngenent can be either
open or closed. 33. The system of claim 31 g'hgneai d pronoti onal
arrangenment is auto-approved. 34. A system dreac ing transactions and
supporting pronotional presentations in a W %f twork (VWAN),

conpri sing a C earinghouse server interconne r?@r id network and

pro& nmred to provide tracking of USER interactions with one or nore
servers on said network; HaMg #eMmghouse HRANBNCEE ogr ammed to receive
inputs froma first renpte server upon a predaibégicon of a Web page to a
USER in comunication with said first renote server; said C earinghouse
server programadithoughtheunventipnels@sbaen aeseried-in detdil for ithe Ipurposd bf

Substitute sheet - 29 Novenber 2001 23 sypport files to said USER upon said
i npAl  saillustialion; i st e understood that 5‘1‘&\899?& 1§ ly derthat pyeposs a8dt e | D
froma US einhar, ' | QA ' i ouse server
U ther 1 R e e e e B e L USERS or
sites; saidép@rirg froghthesspidtandrscbpetdidhe pmamntiomored t o provi de cust om
presentation information to said USER i n accordance with a stored profile
residing in said database; and said C eari nghouse server further programred
to direct said USER to a second renpote site associated with said custom
presentation information. 35. The system of claim 34 wherein said

Cl eari nghouse server tracks USER presentations of select Wb pages,
click-throughs by said USER and sales attributable to said USER that result
froma visit to a Merchant site triggered by said click-throughs.



'36. The system of claim 35 wherein said O earinghouse server includes

progr anmiwe okR7aak | ow sel ection of a conm ssion structure tpegnisos/nr49s
¢onbi nati ons of click-throughs, inpression, and sal es. 37. A system for

tracki ng and enhanci ng commerce on a-wifle-area network (WAN), said system
conprising: a Cearinghouse interconnected to the WAN for tracki ng USER
I nt er act i Yyhatdstlaimiedhizses via the WAN, said C eari nghouse processi ng data

associ ated wth USERS and yvebéipage sites and ascertaini %‘sel ect
i nfornati dn chaf gembinalionyin adald procasging sysem farestapiisbing,dnanagigo page

resent an A ARSI ELTASRAA i M SRR B o

provi di ng comprisi®:on arrangenents between a Merchant and a Content provider
based on USER purchases. | . REPLACENENT SHEET
Substd t ut e shed Site £wWnex site interaopnestedsio said netwelk aachpragesmmesytor o cl ai m

two'of (1 il iRERhEA 3Boff bRE R Hblerp SRRLS BE sAnFHE VRl 1 sk o
support  prgiBreiresad cﬁé;\ﬁ/\lﬁ?gﬁaﬁdw_lmkihb iRStAlictidnspr ovi ders. 39.  The system

according to claim38 wherein said conbination is supplenmented with an

i nteractive pr@Bleasinghousetsiterintarconnested to saidinetwerki anghptegrammeder

provi des c¢onpos.i te promational pieces conbined fromseveral .offerings into
& si ngl e 46 TREoNe niormation srdarding; acgesses te Ao distlay TDORatiag sy m 57
whergy n sat IWidd\Os} | i ' FRIRS | tion
aboufn USE S&gﬁgﬁﬁgdb pagegé;"‘i%@bw%mﬁgﬁgqggogggggmof USE%FH;fn Isqa;ngﬁgﬁcess
patterns. tdla poteftial pusthasescarad di ng to cl ai m 40 wherein said presentations

Becess pat  er ned METChENSife FBEONBECieAB 418 NEROUNHER oG SEMRBrEe on o
}Mnt:rgtr)ﬁﬁ ct??rg%rtg'eé u‘r| ItP'fp}l rg?g%/aé\;egggiée sg{r égg@,rtéeég\gﬁé%%vﬁé?‘n%aigégﬁ access

to one or igfugherepragrgesned tacécord ikioRiation erbout isopgrchabe rhade wmid sites by
inserting on said USER command |ine or, URL a USER or site |ID code; parsing
sai d1USER gampunigate said pywhage informatien hackueesaid Gleadnghrpstsitet ori ng
data associated with the USER interactions on said web pages and generating
associ ated patterns of activity; selecting graphics custom zed to USER

pref erenced basFide epstem of pidimet whHerginetheninkity instrustibns platedy apldiais t o
USER visiting a renpte site; REPLACEMENT SHEET 3 0 NOV 2001
Site Owner server further comprise information about the site address.

20 3. The system of claim 1 wherein display information on said Site Owner
site is in the form of highlighted text.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein display information on said Site Owner
site is in the form of a promotional banner, textual link or icon.
25

5. The system of claim 1 wherein said network is public access.
6. The system of claim 1 wherein said network is a private intranet.

30 7. The system of claim 1 wherein said Clearinghouse site further provides
data entry relating to promotional arrangements between Merchants and Site

Owners.
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Substitute sheet - 29 Novenmber 2001 25 providing a conm-ssion-arrangenent
bet ween a Merchant and a Content Provider based on USER interactions with
sweb pagev@esmeBated with said Content Provider; and traclRGIiUSISORao4

pur chases. 43. The net hod according to claim42 wherein said step of
provi ding a conmi ssion arrangenent bethfeen Merchant and a Content Provider
further conprises providi n%i@ hybri d conm ssi on arrangenent incl udi ng

conbi nati®ns ofhes¥stem &f clai, 7 whesrin said &Jaaringhpusesitesindudes datasuppor t

ool ai m ardd FREPETAG 4'chlladeb Sthre P AR proftbtional SEaPeRf i~ ™
comni SSi OfheHormNGeoMerss Wi th an interactive pronotion to create conposite

pronoti onal pieces and conbi ne several offerings into a single co-nmarketing
present ati on. A data processing system for tracking and inplenenting

45.
bl orBi i ty2or VAP RIRETonsif SyifbrancREPrifRheng frandeabhie BRI S:  One
and pr odugnfiguiredFecalitbsapproveons for site visitors and equipped to receive

and store product order information fromone or nore site visitors; a
Cl eari nghouse conputer system programred to receive an identifier

corresponging n_initicakl. r ti | i nk Ly. L ocated from said
Ver chant Pt e, T8gsieth rtai SEdRRln 8ikonk of RRIE ekt bRYEe i ¢ or

sai d O eapjdeafarra \iiﬁfﬂ?%t&imFN@}%fpﬁféﬁﬁye iBIAASEE urifghRA VR tBaddid
identifier and store data relating to said site visitor Interactions with
sai dOpr omMearohantshinacbined C eari nghouse conputer system further progranmed
to receive information regarding interactions between said Merchant

Comput er-based Site and site visitors to determ ne an appropriate

commi Ssi 0R4f or r st A btk hi kQ%TB' idr i titute
sheet - 2 1N0Vgﬂﬁ§23ﬁlgg%1glof%alﬁg"1§ wﬁ%}%‘f%ltagcnqao F&:Ilsgﬁlrlérlh k\’\?}%ggyﬁésaid
Mer chant @uped ¢o tréick esaidh wisitde dufing gr subseguent visitttorsaig Merthanpsite.i ng on
visits by site visitors including information regardi ng purchases made by
said visitors. 47. The system of claim46 wherein said Merchant Conputer
Siteg ncl yges ; ?’laél?é LA i i use

come)luet er g?'ste?#%gir}ﬂ?t"?%a@mﬁf ing Pg%%%élsddr ﬁ%ﬁ‘ﬁ{;@ﬁ%ﬁg %‘?gﬁal activity
to sai d CiMenchagtsoarse SitenPwhers agingearcoriputer étevosly comprising_the steps wher ei n
said d earinghouse conputer systemfurther conprises stored data on one or
nor e prom?F-i on conmm ssion arrangenents associated with said Merchant

Conmputer Site d pr, Ay : i i ! i ssion
based t hereon. %219. ﬁ?g&;gﬁ&fg;%g@g@ﬁéﬁ%ﬂﬁggcégéﬂtefdgg%gﬁgﬁﬁﬁ\ [ %i enmenting
a progr aminquiries flom dbth MerthavitsiandaSitd Omenetsant s, sai d net hod based on use
of a (C earinghquse interc_onr{ect dtoa plurality of b sites, the nethod
comAd si ng t he Bat opaGspssing the| Glrpringhalse;seiver by A MArcRanto-enter datd 1 y of

sites, \/\h@éﬁ%@,ﬁ@iﬁd‘?,ﬁﬁ(ﬁ%niapghgpe one or nore pronotional links with
c

enbedded es a si'te identifier and
accessing the Clearinghouse server by a Site Owner to search

for and/or accessed stored data on existing offers;
d. entering an acceptance or counteroffer by said Site Owner; and
25 e. consummating a promotional arrangement electrénically by

interconnecting said Site Owner site to said Merchant site by a hyperlink.
13. The method of claim 12 wherein said promotional offer includes an

auto-approve indicator.
30
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Cl eari nghouse address for placenment in a visitor URL; b. processing |ink

commands by one or nore visitors interacting with said pronotional |inks;
<. tracWOR¥$/5328§ storing information regarding said inter RSN PH said
pronotional |inks; and d. reporting, on a subsequent date, information

regarding activity by said visitors at18 Iink destination site associated
wth said pro i onal. |inks, .50 The net of cl aim49 erein.said
reporting T4 nedie method Bgﬁ?ém % wgﬁr@nﬁ%a&qwohmne'rirﬁggwes ransaction
REPLACEMENT,SHRiTg softhé o S8icbRinghafisdlapier 2001 27 51 The

met hod ofk%?aln1 %O erein report?ﬁg Pncludes provi ding i nformation
regar di ng purchases and/ or comm ssions earned based on said activity. 52.

Th t hod of i 1 furt i sing. L1 '

ar t aingerne S and R M RoH Ok 1 FA WSS S SERTUNG afep IR Syl e

met hagl of @deyl%ay&'{?gﬁ{éﬁasﬁ IdcHlesSMeféhdditlofferst her includes a destination
ess.

| i nk addr . ata processing systemaccording to claim1l
substantially as herein described or exenplified. 55. A nmet hod accordi ng
to claim 12, suhstantially_.as.herein descri.hed or exenplified. 56. A
central O®arin ka‘éﬁe‘éﬂi&fa'a‘cigwﬁleﬁa"‘t%a'a%ﬂwwné{%s?m&ma? as herein
descri bed éﬁarﬁ_?‘éiﬁéhl delffbatesd payment M PIRCRHIes rélafing 6 'Saff StedDWAek.0 Claim
21 substantialTy as herein described or exenplified. 58. A data
processi ng system according to claim?29 substantially as herein described
or exenplified. 59. A system according to claim 34 substantially as
herein descri bed or exenplified. 60. A system according to claim 37
substantially as herein described or exenplified. 61. A nmet hod accordi ng
to claim42 substantially as herein described or exenplified. 62. A data
processi ng system according to claim45 substantially as herein described
or exenplified. 63. A data processing nethod according to claim49
substantially as herein described or exenplified.
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