20 April 2005 1 METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR A VI DEO ANSWERI NG MACHI'NE TECHNI CAL
FI ELD OF THE | NVENTION This invention relates generally to data
conmuni cations and nore particularly to a nmethod and systg@p$ﬁmxm5V|deo
answering machi ne. BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON Answering machi nes are
extrenely useful devices both in home and business settings. Al though the
functionality of answering machines have inproved dramatically in recent
~years, due Vi ﬁs,l%@ls bl\m MO rovenents
can still g gbﬂm ﬂzﬁg %ﬁ 1@3@ or dance
with an aspect of the present invention, there is provided a video
answeri ng nmachi ne conprising, video data recordi ng neans, responsive to a
controller means, a video answering nachi ne conprising for accepting and
recording an outgoing video nessage, audio data recording means,
responsive to said controller neans for accepting and recordlng an

out goi NFrEOHNIOAE F1Y.) Bthg, responsive to said controller
means, for storing sald OULQ ressage and sai d out goi ng audio

message, sal Uryig invention relates generally to data communications and more

particularly to a method and system for a video answering machine.

ACKGROUND OF THE N
Answering machines are extremely useful devices both in home and
business settings. Although the functionality of answering machines have
improved dramaﬁmliy in recent years, due primarily to the digiﬁzation of many

functions, improvements can still be made.




controller means for accepting an incomng call froma caller, for
determning a device type associated with said incomng call, for
responding to said incoming call using either said outgoi p@apiiihe0s message
or said outgoing audi o nessage in accordance with said associ ated device
type and for accepting either an audio response or a video response from
said caller in accordance with said associated device type, said data
storage neans, responsive to said coroller nmeans, for storing said audio
response and said video response, video data player neans, responsive to

sai d ciAIAR Y B PHE ASVENTION N9 and playing said outgoing video
rressage,‘%a‘u%i‘o—da%—mms, responsive to said controller neans,
for retrieving and playing said outgoing audi o nessage. I n accordance with
anot her aspdatactborddienwith aint aspeeeof e présesat 'ﬁweﬁtion,rmaé@? videdad of
providing a video answering machine conprising the steps of, providing a

ro _ _ vi di ng
R e e R e T M

2005 2a vi deo sage, providi ng an audi o dat.a recordin ans, responsive
fo sa 80 eANITIeEManh<a VideQs 2RSHeIE, P e‘ar%%rlﬁlé%@&oﬁ@ to

accept and record an outgoing audio nessage, providing a data storage
neans, andsperding tan eutgdingontdes | messagensaudiai dlatiat recordinggemgaans
operable to store said outgoing video message and said outgoing audio
-MessaggespiRit el kh Safdicdn&@let Ghes, for accepting and recording an outgoing
audio message, data storage means, responsive to said controller means, for
storing said outgoing video message and said outgoing audio message, said
controller means for accepting an incoming call from a caller, for determining a

device type associated with said incoming call, for responding to said incoming

call using either said outgoing video message or said outgoing audio message in

accordance with said associated device type and for accepting either an audio
response or a video response from said caller in accordance with said associated
device type, said data storage means, responsive to said controller means, for
‘storing said audio response and said video response, video data player means,
‘responsive to said controller means, for retrieving and playing said outgoing
video message; and audio data player means, responsi\}e to said controlier

means, for retrieving and playing said outgoing audio message.

In accordance with another aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a method of providing a video answering machine comprising the
steps of, providing a video data recording means, responsive to a controller

means, said video data recording means operable to accept and record an outgoing




means, said controller nmeans operable to accept an incomng call froma

-~ caller, to determne a device type associated with said incomng call, to
respond to said incomng call using either said outgoing y)dggessage or
sai d outgoing audio nessage in accordance with said associated device
type, and to accept either an audio response or a video response fromsaid
caller in accordance with said associated device type, providing said data
storage neans, responsive to said contZaoller nmeans, said data storage
means operable to store said audi o response and said video response,

provi ding a video data,pl ayer ans,. resppnsive to_said .contraoller nmeans,
said vi '@&?%?gs* Mﬂdﬁ&#%@iﬁr%ﬁﬁ%&ﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁ%@ 5?&?%55‘&" af’ac}d out goi ng
vi deo nessage, and praovj di n audi o.data pl ayer ans, responsive to
‘sai d c6RAHE émmn§alds%l4(§%é§&a 6@%&@1&%&8 ‘X@gﬁgf%é%ﬁﬁm retrieve
and play said outgoing audio nmessage. 20 April 2005 3 DESCRI PTI ON OF THE
DRAW NGEOrdeareouigoing mediofmessage providing aidale storage means,sieBporssveppar ent to
those skilled in the art fromthe follow ng detailed description of the

i nvent isgid, corgkoller nemet baid duit4 btorhge asenspeporable wr storegad dutgong i s a

bl ock diagramillustrating a systemin accordance with the present _

i nvent kidso fricdsage 41%d 8aid QgOinad@id Mdsyadd, providimpedididoatrofera systemin

accordance

means, said controller means operable to accept an incoming call from a caller,
to determine a device type associated with said incoming call, to respond to said

" incoming call using either said outgoing video message or said outgoing audio
message in accordance with said associated device type, and to accept either an
audio response or a video response from said caller in accordance with said
associated device type, providing said daté storage means, responsive to said
controller means, said data storage means operable to store said audio response
and said video response, providing a video data player means, responsive to said
controller means, said video data player means operable to retrieve and play said
outgoing video message, and providing an audio data player means, responsive

to said controller means, said audio data player means operable to retrieve and

play said outgoing audio message.




with the present invention; and Fig. 3 illustrates operation of a call
handl er nodule in accordance with the present invention. 20 April 2005 4
.DETAI LED DESCRI PTION OF THE I NVENTION Fig. 1 shows. a syst egupi 2805 0r dance
with the present invention. As shown in Fig. 1, processor 10 includes a
control nodule 12, a data conpression nodule 14 a data deconpression
nodul e 16, a nenory 18, an audio data @ ayer 20, an audi o data recorder
22, aviﬁg&% 4 andawdeo data recorder 26. AlIso c o nnec
t edt rpaviaviage 19, a speaker 21, a mcrophone 23,
a display 25 and a canera 27. Although shown in Fig. 1 as separate
conponent s, i¥hdse ayshothep|foatkutes bfithe inventionnihiag will b appareeenipsehown in
Fig. 1 may be integrated into a single device. For exanple, it is

conterrplﬁmmﬂieartv&gﬂo%@a@B be used
to i npl enent several of t e unctiona conpor%ﬁ@gégfﬁgﬁgvpr'e?éﬁgﬁ#ivention

in Fig. a so con | ated, .for exanple, that a general purpose
di gi t al t%%efﬁh%]fg’l‘ Lo 3& mnt several of the functional .
conmponents of the present |nvent|on as shown in Fig. 1. Those skilled in
the art will Higadiisya diag strating aadysbem inoacdoedanceuwitlr ¢he
illTustrated in Fig. 1.

present invention;

Fig. 2 is a flow d.lagram illustrating operation of a system in accordance
with the present invention; and | |
Fig. 3 illustrates operation of a mll handler module in accordance with

the present invention.




F|g 2 illustrates operation of the control nodule 12 shown in Fig. I. At

deci sion block 30, if an incomng call is not answered, the control nodule
12 picks up the incoming call as shown at bl ock 32. Then 2@Aptl2eck 34, the
controller nodule determ nes what type of device the incom ng call is

received from It is contenplated, for exanple, that sone type of .
identifying signal is transmtted frompthe calling device. 20 April 2005 5
I n addition to ansvverl ng and processing i ncom ng calls, the video answering

i ] gt Bl " T 11 TEON i S operable to accept and
process functlonal cont r ol codes Th| s ~at deC| sion block 36, if control

codes are notRieCeigheWs. Qe?gﬁﬁ %ﬁﬁse on S
transferred tog: call handler, the operatlon ofﬂ%n ﬁg l\gﬁom I?'n égg 3

and di r tro re received at

deci si o?\&t)q chl @%%M’f hl{}h&@ﬂ&e é?nﬁpTﬂé@*‘gP APPTeFAM ossi bl e
control co i nclyde _a nessage pl ayback contr ol code and a record

out goi ng‘nﬁ&‘é@”a]g’e dacompaession medules16a meouy 48, anfaudie data player

pl ayback control code is received, and if, at decision block 46, the

control 26)dm sudid mmmﬂzzmﬁddaaidtacﬂﬁymaddd a Wedeo diftainéeskdef oM a
vi deo- capabl e device, processing continues at deci si on bI ock .48. At

deci si orpgl 0ﬁ1ﬁ04&nﬁe@€eﬁ | foed ifgesy §h | ayback
of recorded nessages ?J% gl vesgmghgj %a%ll g‘ri& he a | \é(ra]e:éil‘%lvpt e

recor deo'mxcrophone 23, a display 25 and a camera 27.

ht
1

S
Although show n in Fig. 1 as separate components, it is contemplated that

two or more of the components shown in Fig. 1 may be integrated into a single
dewce For example? it is conterﬁplated that a videompable device such as a
videq phone may be used to implement several of the functional components of
the present invention in Fig. 1. It is also contemplated, for example, that a
'general purpose digital computer may be used to implement several of the
functional components of the present invention as shown in Fig. 1. Those skilled
in the art.will readily understand other equivalents to the structure illustrated
in Fig. 1.

| Fig. 2 illustrates operation of the control module 12 shown in Fig. 1. At
decision block 30, if an incoming call is not answered, the control module 12
| plcks up the incoming call as shown at block 32. Then, at block 34, the controller
" module determines what type of device the incoming call is received from. It is
contemplated, fo_r example,‘ that some type of idénﬁfying gignal is transmitted

| from the calling device.




messages in private; for security or for tinme-saving reasons. For exanple,
al though the caller is at a video-capabl e device, the video-capabl e device
/ay also be viewable by other persons. O, the video porthenpaf2dohe
video-capabl e device nmay be inoperable. Thus, at decision block 48, if

vi deo playback is requested, operation continues at block 50 where the
recorded nmessages are retrieved and transnmtted to the caller for playback

on the video-capabl e device. |f, at decision block.46, the incomng call is
not received flRomdditionddo- anaweting éndi processing, irvontagi &dilly) HeHddS,

al t hough the device type indicates a video-capable device, video playback

i's not rmmmknmmmra&@fﬂdﬂweﬁtﬁtﬂwbb?%n ggﬁ% ! apgli
portion of the recorded nessages are retrieve aﬁﬁn &H}P (éﬁ%@ﬁlg Hfj

transmt ' i t Ci Si hl ock .5 gont i nue
| processirr?gge(ﬂt%iﬁgong rloﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁzwmﬁgﬁwﬁlﬁﬁgﬁmﬂaﬁ t he
control code was not the ssage pl ayback control code, operation
cont i nue§9%%S FEE; B?%W\ﬁ Bracesding seongiagtes afh lock: 1884 aghere heontedeis ed
control code is a record outgoing nessage control code, and if, at

deci si on teansferred, totsn eall chamdlet, il dpautiochi sfhwhith &08héwh ®OBR V@ SarECei ved
indicates a video-capabl e device, operation continues at decision block 58.

AL deci distnshidhérebiheldir! TSR, ESRARN Giled B récdivedCi deadiflf 1sapa! e

device, the caller is given the option of recording an audi o only fnessage.
Thus,

)

| f BG?famcessipg continues at decision block 40. The possible control codes include
a message playback control code and a record outgoing message control code.

At decision block 40, if the message playback control code is received, and
if, at decision block 46, the control module 12 determined that the incoming call
was received from a video-capable device, processing continues at decision block
48. At decision block 48, the caller is given the option to receive video playback
of recorded messages. This gives the caller the ability to review the recorded
messages in private, for security or for hme-sawng reasons. For example,
ahbmpghthecdkwissﬁzavkkm«apﬂﬂedeﬁuaihevﬂkb«zp&ﬂb«kwﬂn:n&y

- algo be viewable by other persons. Or, the video portion of the video-capable
device may be inoperable. Thus, at decision block 48, if video playback is
requesth_openuﬁn1cunﬁnnestn;bkmk.SO'whenaﬁﬁe nmmmded'nmmsageszﬁm
nﬁﬁswmiandtuumhﬁﬁﬁdtnthecaﬂerﬁm;mnﬂwmkonthevhkmﬂmpauhwkwﬂw.

If, at decision block 46, the incoming call is not received from a video-
capable device or if, at deﬁﬁon block 48, alﬂlough the device type indicates a
video-capable device, video playback is not requested, operation continues at

block 52 where anly the audio portion of the recorded messages are retrieved and




deci sion block 58, the caller chooses to record a video nessage, operation
continues at block 60 where the video nessage is recorded and stored If, at
.deci sion block 56, the device type indicates a non-video capapieoosievi ce or
i f, at decision block 58, the caller elects not to record a video nessage,

operation continues at block 62 where an audi o nessage i s recorded and

stored. Fig. 3 is another flow diagramwhich illustrates operation of the
call hgmdl i ng, f.unckion within the confrol dul e 12. As shown at deci sion
" bl ock eiraRgmI i Bap rentipues atqdeqsiona $4c 4p apombinns)i ce,

operation. continues to decision block 68 where, if, an outgoing video
nmessage processiaig okhercordral codes ifnedessasy.on bl ock 72, a video nmessage is
requested, control continues to block 76 where the outgoing video nessage

is retrieved [fng 36 Hlo@40] the bnt@6ICiRIcORal ot thé ae%%%eicghgﬁédf' ects

to record a response, as discussed herelnabove, the c ven the
option 1.S4.0 lQck 79 to recond.a vi,de esponse, .even.i l'1ing
rom a SPRESE ehichBpBraiith domdefods "5 iBon ok e YEcrkierisiog bpts 20057
ti me-savjng reas |f a video response is elected at decision block 79,

ns.
cont r ol the deeqiverd sontgoleaddecisga repandeoutgeing messageseanted ¢odey apdrifieat and
stored QO herw se, an audio response is recorded and stored at block 82. If

no respdesision blochoSG;nthet ddeice Yype fbdmackwhich thie @bl code wad gedivbdst or i Ng
the audi o or video response, operations term nate.

indicates a video-capable device, operation continues at decision block 58. At

decision block 58, although the received call is from a video-capable device, the
caller is' given thé option of recording an audio only message. Thus, if, at
decision block 68, the caller chooses to record a video message, operation
continues at block 60 ﬁrhere the video message is recorded and stored.
If, at decision block 56, the device type indicates a non-video capable
~ device or if, at decision block _58, the caller elects ndt to record a video message,
(uxnaﬁon(nnﬁﬁmesawtﬂodk62vﬂnueznlaudmanumsageisremndedzumlmmrmi
Fig. 3 is another flow diagram which illustrates operation of the call
handling fanction within the control module 12, As shown at decision block 60, if
the incoming call is received from a video-capable device, operaﬁon.conﬁnues to
decision block 68 where, if an outgoing video message is available, and if, at
~ decision block 72, a video message is requested, conirol continues to block 76
where the outgoing video message is retrieved and transmitted.
If, at decision block 'is,_ the da]l_er elects to Mrd a response, as discussed
hereinabove, the caller is given the option at decision block 79 to record a video

response, even is calling from a video-capable device, for privacy, security and/or




Returning to decision block 60, if the caning device is not a video-capable

~device, or if, at decision block 68, an outgoing video nessage i s not

. available, or if, at decision block 72, a video nmessage i 3ongtiJopgguest ed,
operation continues a decision block 62. |I', at decision block 62, an

out goi ng audi o nessage avail able, the outgoing video nessage is retrieved

and transmtted at block 64. Otherw se,7 operation continues at decision

bl ock 78 as di scussed herei nabove. Returning to |g. .1, included in the

st ruct ur ERe-EHENE Feasmss M agwidgo reepanseds 3@mamnérlqcla78amml

deconpressi on nodul e 16. These nodul es are used to conpress and

deconpr esantineepdot block V0 bwhérev thie ovidos! medid aeéordedshndagwredid for

transm ssion to the calling device. The audi o data player 20 is operable

Ege%g?’g Ito pl a.s‘g%lgahﬁo;deof %jat aiion tﬁgegl spiiggya.:ﬂz% : }I("Eegghg?tcl)ﬁc}%thh r((aecorzélfeirS
ob na. - i e i 23.
The i ot bR Fiadidn bbisk B, 67 e Ferourting and lapfhs e, 20450 GF FiPeq

through the canera 27. The data storage 19 is used for long term storage
dat a i ncresponge;taperationsi terminate; deo dat a di scussed herei nabove. The nenory
18 serves as short- termstorage data including the audio and vi deo data

~ discussed her Bebatiitg to d6cidiphiblo068, i thE thlBnE B NENICE srideouapablee

pr esent invention and its advantages have been descri bed _
device, or if, at decision block 68, an outgoing video message is not available, or

)

if, at decision block 72, a video message is not requested, operation continues a
decision block 62. ¥, at decision block 62, an outgoing audio message available,
the outgoing video message is retﬁevgd and transmitted at block 64. Otherwise,
operation continues é.t decision block 78 as discussed hereinai)ove.

Returning to Fig. 1, included in the structure illustrated is a data

- compression module 14 and a data decompression module 16. These modules -
:nn1mmdtoommpnwsandd&mmqne&%r&qmdﬁmbnboﬂrﬁdedandandknkﬁaﬁnr
storage and for transmission to the calling device. The audio data player 20 is
operable to playback audio data through the speaker 21. The video data player
.24 is 6perable to playback video data on the display 25. The audio data recorder
22 controls recording of audio data retrieved through the microphone 23. The

- video data recorder 26 controls recording of video data retrieved through the
camera 27. The data storage 19 is used for long term storage data including the
audio and video data discﬁssed hereinabove. The memory 18 serves as short-

term storage data including the audio and video data discussed hereinabove.




i.n detail, it should be understood that various changes, substitutions and
alterations can be nade herein w thout departing fromthe spirit and scope
of ~the invention as defined by the appended claims. 20 Apbp hpfi0Rhs 9 WHAT
LS CLAIMED . 1. A video answering nachi ne conprising. video data recordi ng
means, responsive to a controller nmeans, for accepting and recording an
outgoi ng vi deo nessage; audi o data recogdi ng neans, responsive to said
controller means, * for accepting and recordi ng an out goi ng audi o nmessage;
BT ED Tes ) ¢ VHENTIS/e to said controller means, for storing said
out90|ng vi deo nessage and said out90|ng audi o nessage; said controller

means for acogphhiith gnth Sﬁﬂvéiﬂidn ‘Fféd e hébe bd8hdEAbOY 2

devi ce type aSSOCIated ald incomng ca respondlng to said

i ncom n 3| d ,ou g_vi.deo pess ou i ng
audi o gﬁﬁp¢l %nm%é“@FFﬁD@iq@wﬁsgﬂEW¥{éﬁgﬂg (bﬁﬁhjgg ‘ng
acceptlﬁg ei t her an audi_o_response or a video response fromsaid caller in
~accor dafdlerajiens canihe made dieseingwitbout depgrting from thespirit endgsope afis,
responsive to said controller neans, for storing said audio response and

sai d vi ¢heimvajtivisas defined by the appended claims.

Hre”




vi deo data player neans, responsive to said controller neans, for
retrieving .and playing said outgoing video nessage; and audi o data pl ayer
.neans, responsive to said controller nmeans, for retrievingoapd @oayi ng
sai d outgoi ng audi o nmessage. 20 April 2005 10 2. The systemof Claim1l
wherein said controller neans further includes control code processor neans
for detecting and processing control cgedes received fromsaid caller. 3.
The syst;u Claim2 wherein said control code processor neans includes

_ nessage',ilf-r=‘ A} Benonsi ve to said control codes and said :
associ ated device type, for retrieving and transmtting either said audio

. response or said video response to said caller. 4. The systemof Caim?2
wherein said control code processor neans i ncl udes change out goi ng nessage

neans, respongive A ‘%@W# H65. d..said associ ated device type,
for accepting and ei ther a newbu ng ‘message or a new out goi ng
vi deo nessage g}d said cal,]er; said data storage neans, responsive to

sai d controll reeprdung, m RS o FePRIBRSIvE by eenfcaller meansagforand

sai d new out goi ng Vi deo nmessage fromsaid caller. 5. The systemof Claiml
further acepng agdaecordingan estgoimg witeomessaggponsi ve to said control ler
nmeans, for conpressing said outgoing video nessage

audio data recording means, responsive to said controller means, for

acgepting and recording an outgoing audio message;
data storage means, responsive to said controller means, for storing said
outgoing video message and said outgoing audio message;
said controller means for éccepﬁng an incoming call from a caller, for
determining a device type associated with said incoming call, for responding to
said incoming call using either said outgoing video message or said outgoing
- audio message in accordance with said associated device type and for accepting
either an audio response or a video response from said caller in accordance with

said associated device type;

S
S

said data storage means, ;esponsive to eaid controller means, for storing
said audio response and said video response;

video data player means, responsive to sald controller means, for
‘retrieving and playing said outgoing video message; and

audio data player means, responsive to said controller means, for

retrieving and phﬁng said outgoing audio message.




or said outgoing audro nmessage or said audi o response or said vrdeo
response to generate conpressed data before storage. 20 April 2005 11 6.
.The systemof Caim1 further including data deconpressi on)@RaRD005
responsive to said controller neans, for deconpressing said conpressed
data retrieved fromsaid data storage. 7. A nmethod of providing a video
answeri ng machi ne conprising the stepg® of. providing a video data
recordi ng means, responsive to a controller neans, said video data
recordi ng me&as ofEheisistetn ofidClapi Anerheeginr saidncaitiglbir endange furthessage;
provi di ng an audi o data recordi ng neans, responsive to said controller

means, §Aélddas éditréiodode TREGISH Wi ARE T&&aﬁé&?éc %ﬁ

out goi ng audi o nmessage; "providing a data storage ans esponsr ve %jo sai d
control lef . ai,d pdata storage neans operable to store said outgoing
vi deo négé%g{fﬁﬁﬂl%éﬁ tgoi ng audi o nessage; providing said controller
nmeans, said controller nmeans operable. to accept an incomng call froma

caller, to determ ne a device type associated with said incomng call, to
respond to, said incomng call using either said outgoing video

3. The system of Claim 2 wherein said control code processor means
includes message playback means, responsive to said control codes and said

associated device type, for retrieving and transrmttmg either said audio response

R

or said video response to said caller.

4, The system of Claim 2 wherein said control code processor means
includes change outgoing message means, responsive to said control codes and
said associated device type, for accepting and either a new outgoing audio
message or a new outgoing video message from said caller; said data storage
means, responsive fo said confroller mearrs, for storing said new outgoing audio

message and said new outgoing video message from said caller.

5. -'The system of Claim 1 further incduding data compression means,
responsive to said controller means, for compressing said outgoing video message
or said outgoing audio message or said audio response or said video response to

generate compressed data before storage.




message or said outgoing audi 0 nessage in accordance with said associ ated
device type, and to accept either an audi o response or a video response
fromsaid caller in accordance with said associated devi ceyiypeioo20 April
2005 12 providing said data storage neans, responsive to said controller
means, said data storage neans operable to store said audi o response and

said video response; providing a vi data pl ayer neans, responsive to
said controllgr negns, said |deo d player nmeans operable to retrieve
and play sai d>outg & S¥ptemoof (lairagd: funthen incuding; data adetiomptessiop! ayer
means, responsive to said controller neans sai d audi o data pl ayer neans
oper abl dneans,despensive tal sgidogondmillér anear, for doctitnpressingaafd coMbréiged AND

SYSTEM FOR A VI DEO ANSWERI NG MACHI NE ABSTRACT The present invention is a
vi deo ardatarretfievid Romitisid dhfifdtfife, @ video

7. A method of providing a video answenng machine comprising the
.sumeoﬁ
providing a video data recording means, responsive to a controller means,
», said video data recording means operable to accept and record an outgoing video
message;
pnnndnu;anzmuhothna:nxmnhnglmmanﬂ,reqmnnnvein said controller
means, saxlamdn)daﬁirmmﬁbng means openﬂﬂe to accept and record an
outgoing audio message;
pnnddﬁmgackwasﬂnagenmmnsgﬂmpundmetosaklanwnﬂkwlnannasaki
data storage means operable to store said outgoing video message and said
outgoing audio message;
providing said controller means, said controller means operable to accept
ain incoming call from a caller, to determine a device type associated with said
~incoming call, to respond to said incoming call using either said outgoing video
message or said outgoing audio message in accordance with said associated
device type, and to accept either an audio response or a video response from said

caller in accordance with said associated device tfpe;




data recorder (26) for accepting and recordi ng an outgoi ng video nessage,

an audi o data recorder (22) for accepting and recording an outgoing audio
.message, and data storage (19) for storing said outgoing yjdgq mssage and
sai d outgoing audio nmessage. Also included in the video answering nachi ne
‘is a control nodule (12) for accepting an incoming call froma caller, for
~determ ning a device type associateg,with the incomng call, for

respondi ng t | usin ei t her the outgoin i deo nmessage or
t he out goi ng*a u@aﬁﬁé@g@ag‘ggﬁéo Hfgﬂ@emaﬂp?ﬂ vera Béé‘g %P o JaRANSe t ype
and for ac %én elther an audi o response or a vVvideo response fromthe
cal | er lestac ptare gaitbaidio response Andusaid video
response;
providing a video data player means, regponsive to said controller means,
said video data player means operable to retrieve and play said outgoing video
nxmmuﬁgand‘
providing an audio data player means, responsive to said controller
A means, said audio data player means operable to retrieve and play said outgoing

audio message.






