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A system for processing accounts includes a database configured to 

store a plurality of accounts, the accounts including a consumer account 

associated with a consumer and a plurality of merchant accounts including a 

transacting merchant account associated with a merchant, wherein at least 

10 	one account includes an amount of a virtual currency associated with the 

account. The system further includes a processor configured to process a 

financial transaction, wherein the transaction includes the consumer and the 

merchant, is for a specified amount of virtual currency, and processing the 

transaction includes transferring the specified amount of virtual currency 

15 	from the consumer account to the transacting merchant account. The 

processor is further configured to process the at least one account, wherein 

processing the at least one account includes converting the associated 

amount of virtual currency to or from a real currency when the at least one 

account meets a predetermined criteria. 

20 

FIG. 11 

- 43 - 


