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25  According to a first aspect of t1e present invention there is disclosed a computer
systern for distributing a validation instruction message, the computer system being
adapted to communicate with an interface, a specification database and a plurality of

' European agent computers,
the interface including:

30 a European paient identifier receiver adapted to receive a European

patent identifier; and

a country selection receiver adapted to receive a country selection,
and the specification database being adapted to store a plurality of European
patent specifications, '

35  wharein, when the computer system receives a European patent identifier and a
country selection, the computer system is adapted to:

(a) obtain, from the specif cation database, a European patent specification
cbrresponding to the European patent identifier; and



wherei n, when the conputer systemreceives a European
patent identifier and a country sel ection, the conpute
W@ I®bensis adapted to: (a) obtain, fromthe spBCI/AU2006/000582
cati on database, a EuropeanZ?patent specification
corresponding to the European patent identifier;
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Preferably, the validation instruction nessage is

adapted to instruct a European agent associated wth
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further adapted to calculate the translation.cost wth
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i nterface. '
’ Preferably, the interface includes a word count receiver adapted to receive a word
count gomesponding to the number of words in the European patent specification.

30  Preferably, the costincludes & trans!étion cost and wherein the computer system i
further adapted to calculate the translation cost with raference to the word count

received via the interface.

Preférably, the computer system is adapted to calculate the cost with reference to a
35 lookup table, the lookup table belﬁg adapted to store country-spegcific information

relating to one or more of: '

(2) agent service fees;



Preferably, the conputer systemis adapted to
calculate the cost with reference to a | ookup table,
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country-specific informatidh relating to one or nore
of : (a) agent service fees;(b) governnent fees; and
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pg%)ent omh dﬁmoirgéogﬁt'wsgmﬁoﬂs;%qyntry sel ector adapted to
recei ve e one of nore country selections; and (c) an
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pat ent efd&Rkdaf i €r; and (b) provide the European patent
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a European agent conputer corresponding.t he country
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- corresponding to the European patent identifier; and
{b) provide the European patent specification and a validation instruction
message to a European agent computer cor;esponding to the country

selection.
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

The preferred embodirnents will now be described, by way of example only,
with reference to the accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is & block diagram of a computer system for distributing a validation
instruction message according) to the invention; and t )

Figures 2a to 2d are successive schematic representations of portions of an

interface according to the invention,

Figure 1 éhows the computer system 1 which is deéigned o send a validation
instruction message 10 to a number of European attorneys 8, asking them to validate



Figure 1 is a block diagramof a conputer systemfor
distributing a validation instruction nessage

Wae®oendisng to the invention; and Figures 2a t oPQUAHR®G/000582
successive schematic represéntati ons of portions of an
interface according to the invention. Figure 1 shows
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receiver 6 is desi gned to receive a count ry sel ection
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interface may look simlar to the interface shown
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speC|f|ca a validation instruction nessage
10 Io;ﬁ%%ﬁ?ﬁcular Eur opean agent 11 corresponding to
the country sel ection.

30 By sending the specification 9 and the validation instruction message 10 fo the
European agent 11, the system instructs that European agent to validate the patent
in their country. If required, the validation instruction message also instructs the

 European agent 11 1o translate the specification into the language accepted by their
local patent office. Alternatively, the decision to transiate is assured by the

35  European agents, based upor whether or not the specification is in a language
accepted by their respective local patent offices.



By sending the specification 9 and the validation

instruction nassage 10 to the European agent 11, the
wayBbaenmsisistructs that European agent to val i dBCEAUL®G6/000582

patent in their country. If sgequired, tho validation

i nstruction nmessage also instructs the European agent
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The translation costs are calculated by multiplying the word count 16 by the per-word
translation rate stored in the laokup table 13. Alternatively, & word count can be
' initiated automatically by the system, either by counting the words if the specification
35 s in a text format, or by performing OCR (optical character racognition) on the

specification if it is provided in an image form. Obviously, since it is only the number



cost wth reference to a | ookup tabl el3. The | ookup
tabl e stores country-specific information item sing

wo b@enostsi of . (a) agent service fees; (b) QORET/ATEBIOG/000582
fees; and ( ¢ ) translationgfees. The transl ation
costs are calculated by multiplying the word count 16
by .the per-word. trans t.0 kup
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the invention has been
2°de§%?ﬁ%@ﬂﬁMth reference to specific exanples, it will
be appreciated by those skilled in the art that the
i nvention may be enbodied in many other fornms .C ai ns:
1. A conputer systemfor distributing a validation
i nstructi on nmessage, the conputer system bei ng adapted
to communicate with an interface, a specification
z25dat abase and a plurality of Eunpean agent conputers,



the interface including: a European patent identifier
recei ver adapted to receive a European patent

WO c@etiidsi®er ; and a country sel ection recei ver BOHAU2I®6/000582

to receive a country sel ectiron, and the specification
dat abase being adapted to store a plurality of
r ean patent specifications, wherein, when the
%r systemreceives a European patent identifier
and a country selection, the conputer systemis

adapt edmmpuéaays@mfai di!stnbﬁfr@fél valRtiGnestution ateb@@a the
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val i dattheinterfmstincudingon nessage to a European agent
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conmput gklesiopl em of claim 1 wherein the validation

i nstruction nessage is adapted to instruct a European

agent ‘associated with the European agent conputer to
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(a) sending, to the European agent computer, an email with a copy of the
European patent specification attached; and
25 O storing the European patent specification in a remotely-accessible memory
and emailing, to the European agent computer, a link enabling access fo the
storad European patert spaciﬁcatioh.

3. The computer system of claim 2 wherein the computer system stores the
30 Buropean patent specification in the remotely-accessible memory in
encrypted form.

4, The computer system if claim 1 wherein the validation instruction message is
adapted to instruct a European agent associated with the European agent
35 computer to validate a granted European patent corresponding to the
European patent identifier with a patent office of a country corresponding to
the country selection, ‘



the country selection.5. The conputer systemof claim

1 wherein the conputer systemis further . adapted to
w@2aloeniate a cost of validating a European patRCI/AU2006/000582

corresponding to the Europeén Patent identifier, 6.
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sconmputer systemof claim7 wherein the cost includes a
transl atlon cost and wherein the co
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interface. 9. The conputer system of claimb5 wherein

t h?h . Utr grh%uze}{' %s‘:(‘em )fsclai}g gelilgrgp‘ih% (&%Jfa%%n%&gestiw%rﬁ? 90%&
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rel at i mgprdson e Eunpeammatentdpecifcalonagent servi ce f ees;

(b) government fees; and (C) transl ati on fees. 10. An

ingerface for rec tio
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rmation. 11. The interface of claim 10
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(©) translation fees.

10.  An interface for receiving a European patent validation instruction, the
25 ' European patent validation instruction including one or more of:
(a) a kuropean patent identifier;
(b une or more country selections; and
{c) instructor information,
and the interface including one or more of.
30 (a) a European patent identifier receiver adapted to receive the European patent
identifier; ' :
{b) g country selector adapted to receive the ane or more country selections; and
() an instructor informaticn receiver adapted to receive the instructor
information.
35
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15. A combuter program ancording to claim 12 or claim 13 stored in a computer
memory. ‘ ‘

16 A computer program according to claim 12 or claim 13 embodied in a read-
© only memory. '

- 17. A computer program ascording to claim 12 or claim 13 carried on an ¢lectrical

carrier signal.

18. A computer system sulistantially as hareinbefore described with reference to
the accompanying drawings.

16.  Aninterface substanticlly as hereinbefore described with reference to the
accompanying drawingis.



