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The two inserts are visible from outside through the transparent cover and
determine the appearance of The invention relates to a package for at least
the package. The package can thereby be adapted one disc provided with a
central centre hole, the  to the information, e.g. music, recorded on the
disc package comprising a plurality of rectangular com-   5   27. Insert 31
is pushed under the knobs 35 and 37 onent parts connected to one another so
as to be  of the cover. Insert 33 is pushed under the carrying swivellable
about parallel swivelling axes, said  element and is thereby enclosed in
the base 23. component parts including two covers arranged on     The two
covers 9 of the multiple package cor- mutually opposite outer sides, and an
intermediate  respond to the base 23, with the carrying element disc
carrier part which is arranged between the  10  25 provided therein, of the
individual package, so said covers and carries clamping elements which
that it is possible in an economical manner to use serve to secure a disc
in the region of the centre  standardized component parts for some of the
hole.                                             parts needed for the
multiple package. Added to A package of this kind is known, for example,
this is the intermediate part acting as disc carrier from US-A-4,535,888
(herewith incorporated herein  15  11, which can be provided on only one
side or on by reference).                                    both sides, as
required, with a clamping arrange- Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic view of the
known    ment 17 to be fitted individually. In this way, the package for
packaging digital, optically readable  multiple package is suitable for
packaging two, audio discs, the so-called standardized compact  three or
four discs. In the case of the multiple discs or CD's. Two to four CD's 3
having a centre  20  package, too, inserts corresponding to insert 33 of
hole 1 can be packed in the package. The package  the individual package
are used, it thus also being comprises three parts connected to one another
so  possible to adapt the appearance of the multiple as to be swivellable
about parallel swivelling axes 5  package as required to the music recorded
on the and 7, said parts including two covers 9, provided  CD's by the
printing of the inserts used. at mutually opposite outer sides, and an
intermedi-  25  Because of the familiarity of the public with the ate part
11, which is provided between the said   packages illustrated in Figs. 1 to
3, the description covers and acts as a disc carrier. The two covers 9  of
further details has been omitted. The multiple and the disc carrier 11 have
clamping elements 15  package is used by the record companies in those and
13 respectively, which are assigned to clamp-  cases in which the consumer
is offered a quantity ing arrangements 19 and 17 respectively, each of  30
of related music with a playing time which exceeds which is provided with
eight clamping elements.  that of a single CD. This is, for example, the
case These are provided in a circle in such a way that  with long musical
works, such as operas, or with they fit with slight clamping into the
centre hole 1  so-called compilation discs and the like. Practical of the
disc 3, in order to hold the disc clamped.  experience has shown, however,
that, in approxi- The known package illustrated, also referred to  35
mately 70% of cases, only two CD's are offered below as multiple package,
is suitable for pack-  simultaneously. Packaging of only two CD's in the
aging two, three or four discs. The disc carrier 11  known multiple package
leads to the cost and the can namely be provided on only one side or on
volume of the package being relatively high in both sides with a clamping
arrangement 17, as     relation to the cost and the volume of the discs
required. The covers 9 are always provided with  40  offered. The multiple
package comprises at least clamping arrangements 19. The package is sub-
five component parts, being the two covers 9 with stantially made up of
component parts which are in  the carrying elements 39 provided therein and
the themselves also already used in the known pack-   disc carrier 11. In
addition to these five plastics age for accommodating just one CD. This
older     parts there are also the two inserts in the two known package is
illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3, Fig. 2   45  covers 9. The number of
component parts is thus being a diagrammatic view of the package with the
relatively high. A consequence of the use of the cover opened and Fig. 3
being an exploded view.   package according to Fig. 1 is furthermore that
the The known package according to Figs. 2 and 3,  CD's packaged therein
cannot be readily offered referred to below as individual package,
comprises  for sale in the sales stands customary in the trade three
plastic parts, namely a cover 21, a base 23   50  since these have been
designed for the much more and a carrying element 25, provided in the base
by  common individual package. means of a locking connection, for a disc 27
having  It is the object of the invention to create a new a centre hole 29.
Again there are clamping ele-   package which is eminently suitable for
accom- ments 27 of a clamping arrangement 29 on the      modating two discs
but is also suitable for one disc carrying element. The cover 21 and the
base 23  55 or for more discs or can at least be made suitable are produced
from a transparent plastic. A printed  for this and, furthermore, offers a
number of impor- insert 31 can be accommodated in the cover and    tant
additional advantages in comparison with the an insert 33 can be
accommodated in the base.     known prior art. For this purpose, the
package 2   



3             .  EP 0 420 350 B1                         4 according to the
invention has the characterizing  the side of the swivelling axis such that
a spine of feature that the swivelling axes of the component  the insert
can be accommodated therein, so that parts arranged between the covers are
situated    the package can again be provided with spine alternately
opposite one another, the package thus  lettering on both sides. having a
zigzag shape in the opened condition.   5    In the package according to
the invention, it is The alternate arrangement of the swivelling axes of
possible to use thin and therefore somewhat fragile the covers gives rise
to interesting new possibilities  covers, more specifically by using an
important for the design of the package, for its dimensions  embodiment of
the invention which has the char- and, depending on the area of
application, a signifi-  acterizing feature that in the closed position
each cant reduction in the number of component parts  10  cover is covered
laterally by side parts of the used or of the number of different types of
compo-  intermediate part swivellably connected to it. Apart nent parts
used. In particular, the vertical dimen-  from protection of the covers,
this embodiment also sion of an intermediate part, acting as disc carrier,
leads to an aesthetically interesting and clean out of a package according
to the invention can be     appearance of the package. reduced by the fact
that the two swivelling axes are  15  Another interesting embodiment can be
com- no longer on the same side of the intermediate     bined readily with
the previous embodiment and is part. Thus, the vertical dimension of the
known    characterized in that the covers have side walls multiple package
according to Fig. 1 could be      having a thinner part approximately in
the middle reduced if the two covers 9 were not secured on    so that
contact between the disc and the cover is the same side of the disc carrier
11.         20  avoided. The side walls improve the rigidity and Of
interest in particular for the use of the   the stiffness of the covers.
The middle part of each packages according to the invention for accom-
side wall has such a dimension that damage to the modating up to two discs
is an embodiment of the   disc when closing the cover is avoided. The re-
invention which has the characterizing feature that  maining parts may have
a larger dimension and the two covers are designed without clamping ele-
25  thus a larger stiffness without increasing the overall ments. For this
embodiment, the cover can have a   thickness dimension of the package.
smaller height and the cover is directly suitable,    A further embodiment
of interest for reducing more or less like the cover 21 of the known
individ-  the number of component parts to be used in the ual package
according to Figs. 2 and 3, for accom-  package has the characterizing
feature that each modating an insert.                           30  disc
carrier present is provided on both sides with For completeness sake it is
remarked here,      clamping elements in the form of pegs which are that a
text-insert is defined as any insert capable of  regularly distributed and
arranged with intermediate carrying text or images or both.
spaces in a circle, and that a peg is situated on In this respect, a
further embodiment of the   one side where an intermediate space is
provided invention is preferred which has the characterizing   35  on the
other side. In this embodiment, even if feature that the covers are
transparent and identical  clamping elements are to be present on both
sides, and, on the side of the swivelling axes, have a    the disc carrier
can comprise a single component transversely running extension of
sufficient depth  part produced by injection moulding. This is in for
accommodating a text-bearing insert having a   contrast to the known
multiple package according corresponding spine side and that the swivelling
40  to Fig. 1, in which the clamping arrangements 17 axis of each cover is
arranged eccentrically in    are formed by individual parts which are
assem- relation to the intermediate part assigned to the  bled to only one
or to both sides of the disc carrier relevant cover. It is of great
importance for the  11 as required, for example by bonding or ultra-
appearance of the package and for user-friend-     sonic welding. liness
that it should be possible to read the titles of  45  For packaging a
plurality of discs, the package the packaged discs from the spine side of
the      according to the invention can if required be de- package. In the
case of individual packages ac-    signed in accordance with an embodiment
which cording to Figs. 2 and 3, the insert 33 has a spine  has the
characterizing feature that the package 41 on both sides, which is visible
from outside    comprises a plurality of identical disc carriers and
through the transparent base 23. Since the covers  50  that, in each case
between two disc carriers 9 of the multiple package according to Fig. 1 are
of  present, there is an intermediate part, the shape of the same design as
the base 23 with the carrying   which is at least approximately that of two
covers element 25 and the insert 33 of the individual     joined together
back to back diametrically, and package according to Fig. 3, the multiple
package  that, on each of the two sides, the intermediate part according to
Fig. 1 is also provided on both sides  55  act as cover for the adjacent
disc carrier. Basically, with spine lettering. In the case of a package
the invention makes it possible for any desired according to the embodiment
of the invention just  number of discs to be accommodated in this way
described, the cover has a vertical dimension on  in a single multiple
package, the package neverthe- 3  



5                 EP 0 420 350 B1                    6 less comprising only
standardized component parts  the same principal dimensions as the known
in- connected swivellably to one another. It should    dividual package
according to Figs. 2 and 3 and is however be apparent that a zigzag package
of this  readily interchangeable with the known individual kind also has
its limits since, if the number of   package in the sales stands customary
in the trade. intermediate parts is too large, the package be-   5   It is
thus possible to use the new package accord- comes awkward to handle and
unstable. However,   ing to the invention in the standardized sales this
embodiment of the invention is eminently suit-  stands present in large
numbers in the trade, with able for accommodating from four to six and
prob-  only one or with two discs, it being possible in the ably even more
discs.                              first case to add an extra thick text
insert without As will be explained later on, packages for  10  the
necessity of special measures in the sales more than two discs designed
according to the      stands or the requirement for more space than for
invention may have the unique feature that each   the known individual
packages. All of this is disc is accompanied by its own insert and that the
achieved while retaining an interesting appearance spine text of each
insert is visible from the outside  of the package, a low number of
component parts of the package in the closed condition.       15  and a
correspondingly low price. Another, surprisingly interesting embodiment of
Of interest when using a package according to the invention has the
characterizing feature that the  the invention for packaging just one disc
is a fur- package comprises just one disc carrier with      ther embodiment
which has the characterizing fea- clamping means on only one side and that
the       ture that the text-bearing insert has principal di- other side of
the disc carrier can be used to  20   mensions of essentially 138 x 139 x
3.3 mm. By accommodate an unusually thick text-insert having  employing
this last embodiment, the available several pages. This embodiment can be
significant  space for accommodating a text-bearing insert in in those
cases in which a manufacturer considers it  the package according to the
invention is optimally important to add comprehensive documentation to
used in the case of a CD. a single disc, e.g. a CD-ROM disc. A CD-ROM disc
25  Illustrative embodiments of the invention are is an optical disc
conforming to the CD standard on  represented in the drawing and are
described in which data or programs are stored. The known       greater
detail below. In the drawings: individual package according to Figs. 2 and
3 is     Fig. 4 shows a diagrammatic view of a package unsuitable for an
application of this kind. The      according to the invention, just one
disc being known multiple package according to Fig. 1 is of  30
accommodated in the package for the sake of little interest for such an
application because the  clarity and the package furthermore containing
number of component parts used is too high and       no text insert; the
depth of the package is too great, and because    Fig. 5 shows a
diagrammatic view of the pack- the two covers 9 are each provided with
carrying     age according to Fig. 4, in the closed position elements 39.
In the multiple package according to  35  and with text inserts inserted;
Figure 1, one of the two carrying elements 39        Fig. 6 shows a view of
the inner side of a cover cannot be omitted easily because the carrying
ele-   for the package according to Figs. 4 and 5; ment is necessary for
holding an insert in place.    Fig. 7 shows a section through the cover ac-
Furthermore, the omission of a carrying element 39   cording to Fig. 6 in
accordance with the arrows would lead to the package not being completely
40   VII-VII; closed on the outside in the closed position. On the  Fig. 8
shows a section through a detail of the side of the swivelling axis
concerned, the package   cover according to Fig. 6 in accordance with the
would have a slot-shaped opening, which is very      arrows VIII-VIII;
unfavourable. In the closed position of a cover 9,   Fig. 9 shows a section
through a detail of the the ribbed part 43 of the carrying element 39 lies
45  cover according to Fig. 6 in accordance with the over a strip 45 of the
disc carrier 11, a seal thereby  arrows IX-IX; being produced in the
presence of a carrying ele-    Fig. 10 shows a plan view of the disc
carrier for ment 39.                                             the
package according to Figs. 4 and 5; Of great importance is a preferred
embodiment     Fig. 11 shows an elevation of the disc carrier of the
invention which has the characterizing fea-  so  according to Fig. 10 in
accordance with the ture that the package comprises just one single
arrow Xl; disc carrier and has principal dimensions of essen-  Fig. 12
shows a section in accordance with the tially 142.2 x 124.6 x 10.4 mm, the
package there-   arrows XII-XII of the disc carrier according to by having
the same principal dimensions as the       Fig. 10; individual CD package
customarily used in the   55   Fig. 13 shows a section in accordance with
the trade and being usable in the same way in the        arrows XIII-XIII
in Fig. 12; sales stands customarily used in the trade for dis-  Fig. 14
shows a section through a detail in playing CDs. This embodiment of the
invention has    accordance with the arrows XIV-XIV in Fig. 12; 4 



7                 EP 0 420 350 B1                     8 Fig. 15 shows a
developed view for an insert;     57. Together with the presence of the
transversely Fig. 16 shows a diagrammatic view of the insert   extending
extension, this feature makes possible a of Fig. 15 after folding;
completely closed external shape of the package, Fig. 17 corresponds to
Fig. 15 but here shows     the inserts always being visible from the
outside, an insert having several pages;              5   looking at the
covers and the spine sides of the Fig. 18 shows a diagrammatic view of the
insert   package, through each of the transparent covers. according to Fig.
17 after folding;                  In the closed position, cf. Fig. 5, each
of the Fig. 19 shows a diagrammatic view of a text       covers 53 and 57
is covered at the side by side insert in booklet form for use in an
illustrated  parts 67 of the disc carrier 55 swivellably con- package for
just one disc;                   10  nected to the cover. In this way, the
somewhat Fig. 20 shows a side view of a multiple package   vulnerable
covers are completely protected from for a maximum of six discs;
damage in the closed position. Due to the use of Fig. 21 shows a side view
of another multiple    this measure the side of the package additionally
package, and                                      has a firm and
aesthetically pleasing shape. Fig. 22 shows an elevation of the package ac-
15    Some details of the cover 53 are described in cording to Fig. 21 in
the form of a developed     greater detail with reference to Figs. 6 to 9.
view.                                                The cover comprises an
essentially flat main The respective figures are drawn on an ar-       part
69, adjoining which on the spine side is the bitrary scale, which is not
always the same.        transversely extending extension 63. Transversely
The package according to Figs. 4 to 14 is  20  to this part - and hence
parallel to the main part 69 suitable for a maximum of two discs 47
provided     - there is a strip 71. As a result, the cover is U- with a
central centre hole and comprises three      shaped in cross-section on the
spine side. A de- rectangular component parts 53 to 57 inclusive,     sired
reinforcement of the cover at the location of connected to one another so
as to be swiveliable    the swivelling axis 49 is thereby obtained and a
about parallel swivelling axes 49 and 51. These   25   possible means of
enclosing a spine part of an parts are two mutually opposite covers 53 and
57    insert, to be described, is simultaneously provided. arranged on the
outside and an intermediate part    Side walls 73 extend transversely to
the main part 55 arranged between them, which is designed as a    69 over
almost the entire length. For enclosing an disc carrier. To hold a disc 47
clamped, the disc   insert, these side walls are provided in a manner
carrier has clamping elements 59 assigned to a   30  known per se with
curved strips 77 separated from clamping arrangement 61. According to the
inven-    the main part 69 by slots 75. The height of the tion, the
swivelling axes 49 and 51 of the disc     slots 75 is such that an insert
can be pushed under carrier 55 provided between the two covers 53 and   the
curved strips 77 with a certain play. 57 are situated alternately opposite
on another, the    On the spine side, a swivel peg 79 is provided package
thus having a zigzag shape in the opened   35  on both sides of the cover
for the purpose of position in Fig. 4. The two covers 53 and 57 do not
securing the cover swivellably in the disc carrier have any clamping
elements, thus only the disc      55. A snap-in knob 81 is provided in the
vicinity of carrier 55 has clamping elements. The covers are    the front
side of the cover on each of the side walls identical and are produced from
a transparent plas-  73, for the purpose of snapping in the cover. Ap- tic.
On the side of the swivelling axis 49, the cover  40   proximately in the
centre, the side walls have a 53 is provided with a transversely extending
exten-  thinner part 74 so that contact between the disc sion 63 of
sufficient depth to accommodate as       and the package is avoided. insert
bearing a title 65 on the spine, this title being  Some details of the disc
carrier 55 are de- indicated symbolically by  XXXX in Fig. 5. The
scribed in greater detail with reference to Figs. 10 insert itself it not
illustrated in Fig. 4 but is de-   45  to 14 inclusive. The disc carrier
comprises an es- scribed below. In Fig. 5, the insert is denoted by
sentially flat main part 83, having side walls 67 67. It is visible through
the transparent upper side  extending transversely thereto. The clamping
ele- of the cover 53 and through the transversely ex-    ments 59 assigned
to the central clamping arrange- tending extension 63. As already
mentioned, cover   ment 61 are situated in the centre of the main part 57
corresponds to cover 53 and consequently like-  so  83. As illustrated, in
particular, in Fig. 12, the disc wise has a transversely extending
extension (not    carrier is provided on both sides with peg-shaped visible
in the drawing) for an insert having a title on  clamping elements provided
in a circle and distrib- the spine. The swivelling axes 49 and 51 of each
of  uted regularly with intermediate spaces 85, a peg the two covers are
located eccentrically relative to  59 on one side being situated at a point
at which the disc carrier 55, i.e. in relation to a centre plane   55  an
intermediate space 85 is provided on the other to the disc carrier,
swivelling axis 49 is situated  side. As a result, the disc carrier 55 can
be pro- further towards the side of cover 53 and swivelling  duced from
plastic in a single operation as an axis 51 is situated further towards the
side of cover  injection-moulded part but is nevertheless suitable 
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disc on both sides.                  15 and 16, a narrower spine part 137
and a further For the purpose of satisfactory mounting of the  part 139
with associated folding grooves 141 and swivel pegs 79 of the cover 53 in
the disc carrier,  143 are provided. the latter is provided at one of its
ends with through  If the package illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5 were bearing
openings 87. Wedge-shaped slots 89 and   5   modified for just one disc,
for which purpose the 91 are provided to enable the covers to be moun-
disc carrier 55 would have to have clamping ele- ted by means of a snap-in
connection on the disc   ments 59 on only one side, then it would be
carrier. Wedge-shaped slots 93 and 95 and snap-in  advantageous to use a
text insert 144 as illustrated spaces 97 and 99 are provided for the
purpose of a  in Fig. 19, which could have a title page 145, a snap closure
of the cover by means of the snap-in  10  spine 147 and a number of pages
149 of text or knobs 81.                                          images.
For the purpose of fitting a text insert 144 As Fig. 12 clearly shows, the
bearing openings  in the cover 53, the width of the insert could be 86 and
87 are eccentrically positioned. The shape  chosen such that the insert as
a whole would fit of the disc carrier 55 can be considered overall to
between the curved strips 77. As regards the thick- be diametrically
symmetrical with respect to the   15  ness, this can be such that the
insert fits between centre C of the main part 83 (Figs. 11-12). To    the
main part 69 of the cover 53 and the strip 71. facilitate the removal of a
disc from the package,  The space between the cover and the disc carrier
the main part 83 is provided with four gripping    is thereby almost
completely filled by the text hollows 101. As Fig. 4 shows, these can be
through  insert. It is also possible to design the title page openings. If
desired, however, these openings can   20  145 in such a way that it fits
under the curved be provided completely or partially with a bottom,  strips
77. As a result, the insert is opened at the e.g. two on each side, to
avoid a situation in which  moment the cover 53 is opened. The insert 144 a
disc on the other side of the disc carrier can be  can have an unusual
thickness for use in a disc touched through a gripping hollow. A further
detail  package if no disc is arranged on the relevant side to be mentioned
for the sake of completeness is  25  of the disc carrier. By virtue of
this, the package that the clamping arrangement 61 has annular pro-
according to the invention offers a significant ad- jections 103 on each
side of the main part 83 of   vantage over the known single package
according the disc carrier, more specifically for supporting a  to Figs. 2
and 3, where this is of course not positioned disc in an area around the
centre hole  possible. and outside the information-bearing area of the   30
It has been found that the package as illus- disc. Recesses 105 are
provided on the front side  trated in Figs. 4 and 5, i.e. with only one
disc of the covers for opening the cover concerned with  carrier 55, can be
made with principal dimensions the aid of a fingernail or a fingertip.
of essentially 142.2 x 124.6 x 10.4 mm. This means Figs. 15 to 18 show
possible embodiments of    that the principal dimensions correspond exactly
to inserts with text or images for a package such as   35  those of the
known individual CD package as illus- that illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5.
Figs. 15 and 16  trated in Figs. 2 and 3. For the purpose of display relate
to an insert 107 having two sheets 109 and  in the sales stands customary
in the trade, the new 111, which can be printed on both sides, and a
package according to this embodiment is conse- spine part 113 for a spine
text. Between the sheets  quently readily interchangeable. The text insert
144 109 and 111 there is a folding groove 115. Folding   40  can have
dimensions of essentially 138 x 130 x 3.3 groove 117 is situated between
the spine part 113  mm, the space in the individual package according and
sheet 109 and there is a further folding groove  to the invention with
principal dimensions which between the spine part 113 and a further part
121.  correspond to those of the known individual CD The spine part 113 and
the further part 121 are not  package thus being optimally used. as wide as
the sheets 109 and 111, more specifi-  45  The package according to Fig. 20
can be re- cally such that, in the folded condition, cf. Fig. 16,  garded
as an extension of the package illustrated in the spine part and the
further part do not impair the  Figs. 4 and 5. Here, there are identical
covers 151 fitting of the insert under the curved strips 77. The  and 153
which can be identical to the covers 53 spine part 113 serves for the
fitting of the spine  and 57 of the package already described. There text
65, the further part 121 rests against the strip  50  are a plurality of
intermediate parts, including three 61 of the cover 53 and can likewise be
provided    identical disc carriers 155 -159, which can cor- with an
imprint.                                   respond completely to the disc
carrier 55 of the Instead of four printable sides, the insert can,
individual package described. There are further in- as an alternative,
comprise, for example, eight    termediate parts 161 or 163 between the
disc car- printable sides, cf. Figs. 17 and 18. In this embodi-  55  riers.
The shape of these further intermediate parts ment there are four sheets
123 to 129, between    is at least approximately that of two covers joined
which folding grooves 131 to 135 are provided. As  together back to back.
Like the other parts they are 



in the case of the embodiment according to Figs.   produced as a single
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12 the intermediate parts 161 and 163 acts on each of  present. The
respective parts of the package are its sides as a cover for an adjacent
disc carrier.  connected together swivellably like the links of a
Intermediate part 161 thus acts as a cover for disc  chain, cf. Fig. 22.
The covers 165 and 167 can be carriers 155 and 157 and intermediate part
163      identical. The disc carriers 169 and 173 can also acts as a cover
for disc carriers 157 and 159. In   5   correspond to one another
completely. On one side this way a package has been obtained which is
only in each case, they have a reduction 175 and suitable for packaging up
to six discs. Since the   177 respectively, which fits into the cover at
the intermediate parts 161 and 163 are designed as      position of a
swivelling axis. The central disc carrier covers joined together back to
back, inserts can be  171 has reductions 179 on both sides for the fitted
on both sides to each of these intermediate  10  purpose of connection to
disc carriers 169 and 173 parts. In this way, it is possible to employ a
total of  in the vicinity of the articulation axes concerned. up to six
inserts, for example an individual insert  Basically, like the package
according to Fig. 20, for each disc. The spine text of each individual
this package too can be extended ad infinitum. insert is visible from the
outside of the package       The invention has been described in compari-
and this may be described as unique feature of the   15  son with the known
CD packages illustrated in Figs. package of the invention.
1, 2 and 3. However, the possibility that the pack- As illustrated in Fig.
4, a package according to  age according to the invention has other, as yet
the invention can be constructed from just three    unmentioned advantages
in comparison with other plastic parts, which are assigned to just two dif-
known packages is not excluded, this depending ferent categories, namely
from two covers, which   20   on the construction of these other packages.
Com- are assigned to a first category of component       pared to all other
disc packages known hitherto, parts, and a single disc carrier which is
assigned to  the invention offers the advantage that it can be a second
category of component parts. The pack-     rendered suitable for any
desired number of discs, age according to Fig. 20 can be constructed from
that it can be constructed front a small number of component parts assigned
to three different cate-  25  standardized component parts, has small
outside gories, namely from two outer covers, which are     dimensions, is
inexpensive and, if crystal-clear assigned to a first category of component
parts,    plastic is used for the covers in combination with disc carriers,
which are assigned to a second cate-  inserts bearing tasteful printed
images and/or text, gory of component parts, and intermediate parts     can
have an aesthetically pleasing appearance. which are assigned to a third
category. It is thus   30   Furthermore, it is not possible in any of the
pack- possible to put together packages for any number    ages known
hitherto for packaging more than two of discs using only three different
types of compo-  discs to use for each disc an individual insert, the nent
parts. At the same time, it is possible to use  spine text of which can be
read from the outside inserts of just one single type.
with the package closed. Many different packages are possible within  35
the framework of the invention, all of them compris-  Claims ing covers
arranged on the outside and intermedi- ate parts arranged between said
covers, these cov-  1. Package for at least one disc provided with a ers
and intermediate parts being connected to one       central centre hole,
the package comprising a another alternately in articulated fashion to form
a   40  plurality of rectangular component parts con- single package. Thus,
for example, in the case of       nected to one another so as to
swivellable the package according to Figs. 4 and 5, at least        about
parallel swivelling axes (49, 51), said one of the covers could
simultaneously be used as       component parts including two covers (53,
57) disc carrier if the cover is provided centrally with a  arranged on
mutually opposite outer sides, and clamping arrangement corresponding to
the clamp-  45    an intermediate disc carrier part (55) which is ing
arrangement 61 of the disc carrier 55. If both      arranged between the
said covers and carries covers are to act as disc carriers, the package of
clamping elements (59) which serve to secure Figures 4 and 5 could be used
to package up to          a disc in the region of the centre hole, char-
four discs. In this case, however, it is not easily     acterized in that
the swivelling axes of the possible to offer a package whose thickness is
no   so  component parts arranged between the covers greater than that of
the known individual CD pack-      are situated alternately opposite one
another, age according to Figs. 2 and 3.                        the package
thus having a zigzag shape in the Another possible embodiment of a multiple
opened condition. package is described in greater detail with refer- ence
to the schematic example illustrated in Figs.  55   2. Package according to
Claim 1, characterized in 21 and 22. In the case of this package, two
covers     that the two covers are designed without 



165 and 167 with three intermediate parts 169-173       clamping elements.
acting as disc carriers provided between them are 7    11               EP
0 420 350 B1                    *    C   L   M    S    * the intermediate
parts 161 and 163 acts on each of  present. The respective parts of the
package are its sides as a cover for an adjacent disc carrier.  connected
together swivellably like the links of a Intermediate part 161 thus acts as
a cover for disc  chain, cf. Fig. 22. The covers 165 and 167 can be
carriers 155 and 157 and intermediate part 163    identical. The disc
carriers 169 and 173 can also acts as a cover for disc carriers 157 and
159. In   5   correspond to one another completely. On one side this way a
package has been obtained which is       only in each case, they have a
reduction 175 and suitable for packaging up to six discs. Since the  177
respectively, which fits into the cover at the intermediate parts 161 and
163 are designed as     position of a swivelling axis. The central disc
carrier covers joined together back to back, inserts can be  171 has
reductions 179 on both sides for the fitted on both sides to each of these
intermediate  10  purpose of connection to disc carriers 169 and 173 parts.
In this way, it is possible to employ a total of  in the vicinity of the
articulation axes concerned. up to six inserts, for example an individual
insert  Basically, like the package according to Fig. 20, for each disc.
The spine text of each individual   this package too can be extended ad
infinitum. insert is visible from the outside of the package     The
invention has been described in compari- and this may be described as
unique feature of the   15  son with the known CD packages illustrated in
Figs. package of the invention.                          1, 2 and 3.
However, the possibility that the pack- As illustrated in Fig. 4, a package
according to  age according to the invention has other, as yet the
invention can be constructed from just three   unmentioned advantages in
comparison with other plastic parts, which are assigned to just two dif-
known packages is not excluded, this depending ferent categories, namely
from two covers, which   20  on the construction of these other packages.
Com- are assigned to a first category of component      pared to all other
disc packages known hitherto, parts, and a single disc carrier which is
assigned to  the invention offers the advantage that it can be a second
category of component parts. The pack-    rendered suitable for any desired
number of discs, age according to Fig. 20 can be constructed from   that it
can be constructed from a small number of component parts assigned to three
different cate-  25  standardized component parts, has small outside
gories, namely from two outer covers, which are    dimensions, is
inexpensive and, if crystal-clear assigned to a first category of component
parts,   plastic is used for the covers in combination with disc carriers,
which are assigned to a second cate-  inserts bearing tasteful printed
images and/or text, gory of component parts, and intermediate parts    can
have an aesthetically pleasing appearance. which are assigned to a third
category. It is thus   30   Furthermore, it is not possible in any of the
pack- possible to put together packages for any number   ages known
hitherto for packaging more than two of discs using only three different
types of compo-  discs to use for each disc an individual insert, the nent
parts. At the same time, it is possible to use  spine text of which can be
read from the outside inserts of just one single type.
with the package closed. Many different packages are possible within  35
the framework of the invention, all of them compris-  Claims ing covers
arranged on the outside and intermedi- ate parts arranged between said
covers, these cov-  1. Package for at least one disc provided with a ers
and intermediate parts being connected to one      central centre hole, the
package comprising a another alternately in articulated fashion to form a
40  plurality of rectangular component parts con- single package. Thus, for
example, in the case of      nected to one another so as to swivellable the
package according to Figs. 4 and 5, at least       about parallel
swivelling axes (49, 51), said one of the covers could simultaneously be
used as      component parts including two covers (53, 57) disc carrier if
the cover is provided centrally with a  arranged on mutually opposite outer
sides, and clamping arrangement corresponding to the clamp-  45   an
intermediate disc carrier part (55) which is ing arrangement 61 of the disc
carrier 55. If both    arranged between the said covers and carries covers
are to act as disc carriers, the package of     clamping elements (59)
which serve to secure Figures 4 and 5 could be used to package up to
a disc in the region of the centre hole, char- four discs. In this case,
however, it is not easily    acterized in that the swivelling axes of the
possible to offer a package whose thickness is no   50  component parts
arranged between the covers greater than that of the known individual CD
pack-     are situated alternately opposite one another, age according to
Figs. 2 and 3.                       the package thus having a zigzag shape
in the Another possible embodiment of a multiple          opened condition.
package is described in greater detail with refer- ence to the schematic
example illustrated in Figs.  55  2. Package according to Claim 1,
characterized in 



21 and 22. In the case of this package, two covers    that the two covers
are designed without 165 and 167 with three intermediate parts 169-173
clamping elements. acting as disc carriers provided between them are 7
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* 3. Package according to Claim 1, characterized in  10. Package according
to Claim 1, characterized in that the covers are transparent and identical
that the text insert has principal dimensions of and, on the side of the
swivelling axis, have a    essentially 138 x 139 x 3.3 mm. transversely
running extension of sufficient depth for accommodating a text-bearing
insert   5   11. Package according to Claim 1, characterized in having a
corresponding spine side and in that       that a separate text insert is
provided for each the swivelling axis of each cover is arranged      disc.
eccentrically in relation to the intermediate part assigned to the relevant
cover.                12. Package according to Claim 11, characterized 10
in that each insert has a spine text which can 4. Package according to
Claim 1, characterized in      be read from the outside of the package.
that, in the closed position, each cover is cov- ered laterally by side
parts of the intermediate  Patentanspruche part swivellably connected to
it. 15  1. Verpackung fOr mindestens eine Platte mit Mit- 5. Package
according to Claim 1, characterized in     teldffnung, wobei diese
Verpackung mehrere that the covers have side walls having a thin-
rechteckige Bauteile aufweist, die schwenkbar ner part approximately in the
centre so that       miteinander  um  parallels  Schwenkachsen contact
between the disc and the cover is          (49,51) verbunden sind, wobei zu
den besag- avoided.                                  20       ten Bauteilen
zwei Deckel (53,57) gehbren, die sich einander an den AuBenseiten gegenfber
6. Package according to Claim 1, characterized in     liegen, sowie einen
Plattentrilger (55), der zwi- that each disc carrier present is provided on
schen den besagten Deckeln angeordnet ist both sides with clamping elements
in the form      und Klemmelemente (59) aufweist, die dazu of pegs which
are regularly distributed and   25   dienen, eine Platte im Bereich der
Mittel6ff- arranged with intermediate spaces in a circle,     nung
festzuhalten, dadurch gekennzeichnet, and in that a peg is situated on one
side where    daB die Schwenkachsen der Bauteile zwischen an intermediate
space is provided on the other     den Deckeln einander wechselseitig
gegen~ber side.                                              angeordnet
sind, so daB die Verpackung im 30      gebffneten Zustand eine Zickzackform
auf- 7. Package according to Claim 1, characterized in     weist. that the
package comprises a plurality of iden- tical disc carriers and in that, in
each case  2. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch ge- between two disc
carriers present, there is an     kennzeichnet, daB die beiden Deckel ohne
intermediate part, the shape of which is at  35    Klemmelemente
konstruiert sind. least approximately that of two covers joined together
back to back diametrically and in that,  3. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1,
dadurch ge- on each of the two sides, the intermediate part
kennzeichnet, daB die Deckel durchsichtig und acts as cover for the
adjacent disc carrier.       gleich sind und, auf der Seite der Schwenk- 40
achse, eine quer verlaufende Verlingerung 8. Package according to Claim 1,
characterized in     ausreichender Tiefe zur Aufnahme einer text- that the
package comprises just one disc car-      tragenden Einlage mit
entsprechender Racken- rier with clamping means on only one side and
seite aufweisen, und daB die Schwenkachse in that the other side of the
disc carrier can be  jedes Deckels exzentrisch gegenUber dam used to
accommodate an unusually thick text-  45   Zwischenteil angeordnet ist, das
zum entspre- bearing insert having several pages.               chenden
Deckel geh6rt. 9. Package according to Claim 1, characterized in  4.
Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch ge- that the package comprises just one
single         kennzeichnet, daB im geschlossenen Zustand disc carrier and
has principal dimensions of  50 jeder Deckel seitlich durch Seitenteile des
essentially 142.2 x 124.6 x 10.4 mm, the pack-     schwenkbar damit
verbundenen Zwischenteils age thereby having the same principal dimen-
abgedeckt ist. sions as the individual Compact Disc package customarily
used in the trade and being usable  5. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch
ge- in the same way in the sales stands customar-  55  kennzeichnet, daB
die Deckel SeitenwAnde ha- 



ily used in the trade for displaying Compact       ben, die etwa in der
Mitte einen dOnneren Discs.
Bereich aufweisen, so daB der Kontakt zwi- schen Platte und Deckel
vermieden wird. 8    15               EP 0 420 350 B1                    16
*   C  L   M   S   * 6. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch go-
laires reliees entre elles de fagon a pouvoir kennzoichnet, daB jeder
vorhandene Plattentri-     pivoter autour d'axes de pivotement paralleles
ger auf beiden Saiton mit Klemmelementen in        (49, 51), lesdites
parties composantes compre- der Form von Zapfen versehen ist, die ringfor-
nant deux couvertures (53, 57) dispos6es sur mig mit regelmaBigen
Zwischenriumen ange-   5      des faces ext6rieures mutuellement oppos6es,
ordnet sind, wobei einem Zapfen jeweils ein        et une partie de support
de disque intermediai- Zwischenraum auf der anderen Seito gegen-
re (55) qui est dispos6e entre lesdites couver- Uberliogt.
tures et presente des dlements de serrage (59) qui servont & fixer un
disque dans la region de 7. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch go-  10
l'ouverture contrale, caracteris6 en ce quo les kennzeichnet, daB die
Verpackung mehrere           axes de pivotement des parties composantes
gleiche Plattentriger aufweist, und daB sich in    disposees entre les
couvertures sont situ6s jedem Fall zwischen zwei vorhandenen Plat-
alternativement de fagon opposde l'un par rap- tentrigern ein Zwischenteil
befindet, das von      port a l'autre, l'emballage presentant ainsi une
seiner Form  her annahemd zwei diametral  15       forme en zigzag & l'etat
ouvert. RUcken an RUcken zusammengesetzen Dek- kein entspricht, und daB das
Zwischenteil auf  2. Emballage solon la revendication 1, caract6rise jeder
der bsiden Seiten als Deckel flr den         en ce quo les deux couvertures
sont congues benachbarten Plattentrager dient.                  sans
elements de serrage. 20 &  Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch ge-
3. Emballage solon la revendication 1, caract6rise kennzeichnet, daB die
Verpackung nur einen         en ce quo les couvertures sont transparentes
Plattentrager mit Klemmvorrichtungen nur auf       et identiques et, du
cote de l'axe de pivote- einer Seite umfaBt, und daB die andere Seito
mont, elles pr6sentent un prolongement trans- des Plattentragers benutzt
worden kann, um   25    versal de profondeur suffisante pour loger un eine
ungew6hnlich dicke Texteinlage mit moh-       insert portant un texte et
pr6sentant un dos reren Seiten unterzubringen.
correspondant et en ce quo 'axe de pivote- ment de chaque couverture est
dispos6 de 9. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch ge-            fagon
excentrique par rapport & la partie inter- kennzeichnet, daB die Verpackung
nur einen   30    m~diaire correspondant & la couverture en einzelnen
Plattentrager in den HauptmaBen          question. von im wesentlichen
142,2 x 124,6 x 10,4 mm aufweist und damit die gleichen HauptmaBe      4.
Emballage solon la revendication 1, caract6rise aufweist wie die
CD-Einzelverpackung, die Ub-      en ce qu'& l'etat ferme. chaque
couverture est licherweise im Handel eingesetzt wird, und in  35
recouverte lat6ralement de parties laterales de derselben Weise in den
handelsablichen Ver-       la partie interm6diaire reliees de fagon a pou-
kaufsstlndern zur Ausstellung von CDs einge-       voir pivoter & cette
dernibre. setzt worden kann. 5. Emballage solon la revendication 1,
caract6rise 10. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch ge-  40       en ce quo
les couvertures presentent des pa- kennzeichnet, daB die texttragonde
Einlage die     rois laterales presentant une partie plus mince HauptmaBe
von im wesentlichen 138 x 139 x          situee pratiquement au centre de
fagon qu'un 3,3 mm aufweist.                                   contact
entre le disque at la couverture soit dvit6. 11. Verpackung nach Anspruch
1, dadurch ge-  45 kennzeichnot, daB eine separate Texteinlage    6.
Emballage solon la revendication 1, caracterise fOr jode Platte vorhanden
ist.                     en ce quo chaque support de disque pr6sent est
muni des deux c8tes d'elements de serra- 12. Verpackung nach Anspruch 11,
dadurch ge-          ge sous forme de dents, qui sont rdgulibre-
kennzeichnet, daB jede Einlage mit einem RUk-  50  mont r6partis at
disposes a espaces interm6- kentext versehen ist, der von auBerhalb der
diaires dans un cercle et on co qu'une dent est Verpackung lesbar ist.
situee d'un c8te alors qu'un espace interm6- diaire est dispose de l'autre
c8te. Revendlcatlons 



55  7. Emballage solon la revendication 1, caracterise 1. Emballage pour au
moins un disque muni             en ce quo l'emballage comprend plusieurs
d'une ouverture centrale, emballage qui corn-      supports de disque
identiques et en ce quo prend plusieurs parties composantes rectangu-
dans chaque cas entre deux supports de dis- 9    17                EP 0 420
350 B1 *   C  L  M   S    * quo prasents il y a un espace intermediaire,
dont la forme est au moins pratiquement egale h colls de doux couvertures
reunies dos A dos de fagon diam6trale et en ce quo sur chacune des deux
faces, la partie intermediaire fait offi-   5 ce de couverture pour le
support de disque voisin. & Emballage solon la revendication 1, caracterise
On co quo I'emballage comprend precisement  10 un support de disque muni de
moyens de serrage sur soulement une face et en ce quo l'autre face du
support de disque pout 8tre utilisee pour recevoir un insert portant un
texte, particulierement epais pr6sentant plusieurs pa-  15 ges. 9.
Emballage solon la revendication 1, caracterise en ce quo l'emballage
comprend precisement un soul support de disque et prdsente prati-  20
quement des dimensions principales de 142,2 x 124,6 x 10,4 mm, l'emballage
pr6sentant ainsi les mfimes dimensions principales quo I'emballage
individuol de disques compacts utilise g6neralement dans le commerce et
pou-  25 vant 8tre utilise de la m~me fagon dans les stands de vente
g6n6ralement utilis6s dans le commerce pour etaler les disques compacts.
10. Emballage solon la revendication 1, caracterise   30 en ce quo l'insert
de texte presente pratique- ment des dimensions principales de 138 x 139 x
3,3 mm. 11. Emballage solon la revendication 1, caract6rise   35 on ce
qu'un insert de texte separe est dispos6 pour chaque disque. 12. Emballage
solon la revendication 11, caracteri- se en ce quo chaque insert prdsente
un texte  40 sur le dos qui pout Otre lu a partir de l'ext6- rieur de
l'emballage. 45 50 55 10    


