Patent Attorney's Docket No. RL-1586 ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE A net hod
for processing stainless steel strip or sheet provides for cleaning the
surface of the stainless steel with a solution selected fromthe group
consisting of water and al kal i ne-based and aci d-based conpounds to reduce
oxi de scale 5 formation and to provide nore uniform oxide scale during
subsequent annealing by transverse-flux induction heating up to an
anneal i ng tenperature of about 2300 degrees Fahrenheit and then

el ectrolytically descaling by immersing in an aqueous sol uti on epggbhel yte
of one neutral salt, preferably, sodium 10 aAgtbFRée’ SeDdEReBEN0At RE~1586
tenperature in excess of 150 degrees Fahrenheit and with the use of | ow
current density of 0.1 to 1.0 anperes per square inch to descal e the steel
substantially entirely, and thereafter applylng a water rinse conbined with
wet W ping to the el ectrol yt iABSTR : SCi teel. 17 [ERR]
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A method for processing stainless steel strip or sheet

brovides for cleaning the surface of the stainless steel with a
solution selected from the group consisting of water and
aikaline-based and acid~based compounds to reduce oxide scale

5 formation and to provide more uniform oxide scale during
subsequent annealing by transverse-flux induction heating up to
an annealing temperature of about 2300 degrees Fahrenheit and
then electrolytically descaling by immersing in an aqueous
solution electrolyte of one neutral salt, preferably, sodium

10 sulfate maintained at a temperature in excess of 150 degrees
Fahrenheit and with the use of low current density of 0.1 to 1.0
amperes per squaré inch to descale the steel substantially
‘entirely, and thereafter applying a water rinse combined with wet

wiping to the electrolytically-descaled stainless steel.
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