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(57) Abstract: A SYSTEM HAS USER EQUIPMENT (1, 2) EACH HAVING BUFFERS (3, 4, 5, 6; 7, 8, 9, 10) FOR STORING
PACKETS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO PRIORITY AND READY FOR TRANSMISSION OVER A RADIO INTERFACE
TO A NETWORK ELEMENT (12). IN SUCH A SYSTEM, USER EQUIPMENT SENDS CAPACITY REQUEST SIGNALS (11;
13) INDICATIVE OF THE VARIOUS PRIORITIES OF THE BUFFERED PACKETS ON THE RADIO INTERFACE TO THE
NETWORK ELEMENT. RATHER THAN SEEKING A CAPACITY ALLOCATION DECISION FROM A HIGHER LEVEL IN
& THE CORE NETWORK, THE NETWORK ELEMENT ITSELF MAKES THE CAPACITY ALLOCATION DECISION AND
& PROVIDES A CAPACITY ALLOCATION SIGNAL (14) TO THE USER EQUIPMENT. PACKETS THAT HAVE THUS BEEN
N ALLOCATED CAPACITY BY THE NETWORK ELEMENT ARE THEN SENT FROM THE USER EQUIPMENT TO THE
NETWORK ELEMENT. HAVING THE NETWORK ELEMENT MAKE THE CAPACITY ALLOCATION DECISIONS ITSELF
is A MORE EFFICIENT SYSTEM SINCE THE NETWORK ELEMENT IS IN DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH THE USER
EQUIPMENT OVER THE RADIO INTERFACE AND THE DECISION IS MADE IN AN UNMEDIATED WAY.
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