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by a pay TV decoder is only working with one smart card and does

> .use only one card reader. If the us- er owns several smart cards
dedicated to a specific broadcaster, each tine he switches from
nel to anoth- er the user has to exchange the smart cards in order
ble to descranmbl e the new channel. The invention enhances the ease
of such conditional access systens. Several card readers (1, 2, 3)

negh@@and controlled by a single processor (5). A special power
unTT“(i; which is controlled by the processor (5) sup- plies the
eaders (1, 2, 3) with appropriate voltages.

Currently a pay TV decoder is only working with one smart
card and does therefore use only one card reader. If the us-
er owns several smart cards each one dedicated to a specific
broadcaster, each time he switches from one channel to anoth-
er the user has to exchange the smart cards in order to be

able to descramble the new channel.

The invention enhances the ease of use of such conditional
access systems. Several card readers (1, 2, 3) are connected
f and controlled by a single processor {(5). A special power
supply unit (4) which is controlled by the processor (5) sup-
plies the card readers (1, 2, 3) with appropriate voltages.
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