A method for determ ning a degree of match between a search 5 fingerprint
and a reference fingerprint conprises the foll ow ng steps:

a)Extracting at | east one first searchgfjeature froma first regi on of
sai d search fingerprint thereby formng a | ocal search feature
vector, 10 b)Extracting at |east one second search feature froma second
region of said search fingerprint tABS®TRKCTornmi ng a gl obal search
feature vector, whereby said second region conprises said first

regi on, c)Determning a first simlarity degree by conparing said 15

| ocal search feature vector with a |ocal reference feature vect or

d) Det er i ReRBod $BGORUS tTrMildid b R R e GIRA] 1B WA a searghobal
search feature vector with a global reference feature vector of said
r ef et enddNEPRRERPL AN Rd TeFeTEnss FiMgPBiRt CURT1SRS tHhRlegr e,
e) Det er fonilbging dtepgr:ee of match fromsaid second simlarity
degree'a)ExtraE% %@ea% least one first search feature from a first

region of said search fingerprint thereby forming a local

search feature vector,

10 Db)Extracting at least one second search feature from a second
region of said search fingerprint thereby forming a global
search feature vector, whereby said second region comprises
said first region,

c)Determining a first similarity degree by comparing said

15 local search feature vector with a local reference feature

vector,

d)Determining a second similarity degree by comparing said
global search feature vector with a global reference feature
vector of said reference fingerprint and using said first

20 similarity degree,

e)Determining said degree of match from said second similarity
degree.
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