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(57) Abstract: A process for the preparation of N-deben-
zoylpaclitaxel (I) through esterification of 7-protected bac-
catin Il with a carboxylic acid reactive derivative of general
formula (II), and elimination of the ester-protecting groups
in acid conditions and in a single step. In formula (II) R1
is aryl or heteroaryl. The compound of formula (I) can be
conveniently used for the preparation of paclitaxel and ana-
logues.



