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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a process for producing a water-absorbable polyacrylic acid resin powder, comprising a step of poly-
merizing an aqueous acrylic acid monomer solution containing air bubbles to produce a water-containing gel-like cross-linked
polymer and a step of drying the water-containing gel-like cross-linked polymer, wherein the process additionally comprises an air
bubble generation/addition step of reducing the solubility of a dissolved gas in the aqueous monomer solution in the presence of a
surfactant and/or a dispersing agent, thereby causing air bubbles to be produced and enclosed in the aqueous acrylic acid
monomer solution. The process enables the production of a white water-absorbable resin having an improved water absorption
rate while retaining other properties of the water-absorbable resin (e.g., liquid permeability, a bulk specific gravity, a surface ten-
sion, a water absorption ratio under pressure, impact resistance) or without largely affecting these properties.
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