A i nk contai nment and di spensing device for an ink-jet printer is provided
with a main reservoir in the formof a flexible pouch. which is typically

" mai ntai ned at anbi ent pressure. The main reservoir is coupled to a variable
vol une chanber via a one-way valve which allows the flow of ink fromthe
reservoir to the chanber and prevents the flow of ink fromthe chanber to
the reservoir. TH87%hanmber is coupled to-&7¢luid outlet, which is nornally
closed to prevent the outward fl ow of ink. However, when the ink supply is
installed in a printer, the fluid outlet establishes a fluid connection

bet ween the chamber and the pri nt eAbstiigecoft Tireiselosyre part of a punp provi ded
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prevent degr adat3mbienbpressues. Thix majn tesenvairie corpleditesa variable volume dhbmberovizch i s

cont ai ned wi t hi ANl ut e, shel |, hayi an, opposed pair, of shqrter
si des intersper 2o W\%}' ¥ Hggwgﬁbﬂg%‘%‘cfﬁf)h?? °)§’f“il%f9ﬂb'@1’ Feerapis to thi ehamiber @¥or ¢ cr
sides of the shghdvents telfoty Jrai féim e hilfberhoh8 fesBRir OTnetiahiBurDERBRaT ! |
are configured for grasping and for identifying the location of the closed
end of the shel [afluidoutlet, which is normally closed 1o prevent the outward flow of ink. However,

when the ink supply is installed in a printer. the fluid outlet establishes a fluid

connection between the chamber and the printer. The chamber is part of a pump

providcgl with the ink supply that can be actuated to supply ink from the reservoir to

the printer. The pump has a linearly acting pumping member and a [lexible

diaphragm thar overlies the pumping member, the diaphragm being impervious to the

transmission of oxygen and moisture therethrough to prevent degradation of the ink

within the chamber. The flexible pouch is contained within a rigid, outer shell having

an opposcd pair of shorter sides interspersed with an opposed pair of longer sides, and

the shorter sides of the shell, in the region of the closed end of a cup-shaped shell, are
counfigured for grasping and for identifying the location of the closed end of the shell.



