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A 7-channet encoder and comesponding decoder is
disclosed for encoding a 7-channel signal into a transmission
signal which is backwards compatible, :oﬂntpnoranMPEG—
1 2-channel decoders are capable of decoding the transmission
signal into a compatible stereo signal, prior art MPEG-2 5-
channel decoders are capable of decoding the transmission
sigml into a compatible 5-channel signal. Further, a 7-channel
decoder is disclosed for decoding the transmission signal into .
a 7-channel signal.
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