
The present invention concerns a process for forming a
fatty acid, a fatty acid ester or a mixture thereof
from a soap-comprising starting material, in which
process a metal-ion forming agent is added to the
starting material, whereby a mixture is formed, which
contains an insoluble phase and a liquid phase, the
insoluble phase is separated from the liquid phase,
and an acid is added into the insoluble phase to form
a fatty acid, or a monohydric alcohol and an acid
catalyst are added to form a fatty acid ester, whereby
two phases are formed, an aqueous phase and an organic
phase, or, first, an acid is added and then a
monohydric alcohol and an acid catalyst are added into
at least a portion of the formed fatty acid to
esterify the fatty acid. 


