AUXILIARY APPARATUS

ABSTRACT

An auxiliary apparatus includes a cutting blade
storing unit, an unloading and loading unit for unloading
cutting blades from and loading cutting blades into the
cutting blade storing unit, a Y-axis positioning
mechanism for selectively bringing the unloading and
loading unit into a working position and a retracted
position along a Y-axis, a Z-axis moving mechanism for
moving the unloading and loading unit along a Z-axis, and
an X-axis moving mechanism for moving the unloading and
loading mechanism along an X-axis to act on the cutting
blade mounted on a spindle of the cutting means. The
unloading and loading unit includes a Z-axis rotational
shaft extending along the Z-axis, the blade holder
coupled radially to the Z-axis rotational shaft for
holding a cutting blade under suction thereon, and a
mounting nut holder for threading a mounting nut over or
off an externally threaded distal end portion of the

spindle.
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