
The subject matter of the invention is a thermal overload protection
apparatus (10) for protection of an electrical component (20), in
particular an electronic component, which apparatus has a switching element
(12) for short-circuiting connections (18, 46) of the component (20) or for
disconnection of an electrically conductive connection (14) between at
least one of the connections (18) and a current-carrying element (16) of
the overload protection apparatus (10), an actuator apparatus (22) for
switching the switching element (12) to an appropriate short-circuiting
position or disconnection position, and a tripping element (24) which trips
the actuator apparatus (22) on a thermally sensitive basis. The invention
provides that the actuator apparatus (22) can be switched to a state in
which tripping can take place, in order to activate it, from an inactive
state in which the switching element (12) cannot be switched by the
actuator apparatus (22), even by tripping by means of the tripping element
(24), in which state in which tripping can take place the switching element
(12) can be switched by the actuator apparatus (22). The invention also
relates to a corresponding arrangement having a conductor track mount (44),
at least one component (20) arranged thereon, and at least one associated
overload protection apparatus (10). 


