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A dichroic polarizing film is made, for example, by first, dissolving polyvinyl alcohol and a second polymer such as polyvinyl
pymolidone or a sulfonated polyester, in a solvent. The ratio of polyvinyl alcohol to second polymer is between about 5:1 to 100:1 by
weight. The film is coated on a substrate, dried, and then stretched to orient at least a portion of the film. The film incorporates a dichroic
dye material, such as fodine, to form a dichroic polarizer. This polarizer may be used in conjunction with a multilayer optical film, such
as a reflective polarizer, to form an optical polarizer. The multilayer optical film may contain two or more sets of polyester films, where at
least one of the sets.is birefringent and orientable by stretching. The polyviny] alcohol/second polymer film and the multilayer optical film
may be simultaneously stretched to orient both polymer films.




