
This invention relates to a process for making glycol ethers by reacting an
olefin oxide with an alcohol over a catalyst comprising a layered double
hydroxide (LDH) clay with its layered structure intact and having
interlamellar anions at least some of which are metal anions or
(poly)oxometallate anions. In the LDH clays, the interlamellar anions
present are inorganic metal anions, oxometallate or polyoxometallate anions
and include inter alia one or more of the following anions: chromium,
vanadium, molybenum and phosphorus, and (poly)oxoanions thereof.  A
copper-chromium hydrotralcite anionic clay or a magnesium-aluminum
hydrotalcite anionic clay exchanged with (poly)oxometallate anions are
preferred.    


