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CLAIMS

1. An agent for stimulating growth and/or improving
viability of a lactic acid bacterium of genus Lactobacillus in_a
composition, comprising «-caseinoglycomacropeptide as an
active ingredient, wherein the lactic acid bacterium of genus
Lactobacillus is the Lactobacillus gasseri species.

2—TFhe—agent—for—stimulating—growth-—and/er—improving
viabiity—of —a—lactic—acid—bacterivm—of—genus—Lactobacitius
according-to—clatm—1—wherein-thetactic-acid-bacteriuvm-of-genus
tactobaciius-isthetactobactus-gasseri-speciess

32. The agent for stimulating growth and/or improving
viability of a lactic acid bacterium of genus Lactobacillus
according to claim 1-e+2, wherein the lactic acid bacterium of
genus Lactobacillus is at least one selected from Lactobacillus
gasseri OLL2716 strain and Lactobacillus gasseri OLL2959
strain.

43, A method for stimulating growth and/or improving
viability of a lactic acid bacterium of genus Lactobacillus in a
composition containing a lactic acid bacterium of genus
Lactobacillus, wherein the agent for stimulating growth and/or
improving viability of a lactic acid bacterium of genus
Lactobacillus according to any-ere-of-claims 1 or 2 to-3-is added
to the composition containing a lactic acid bacterium of genus
Lactobacillus.

| 54.  The method according to claim 43, comprising adding the
agent for stimulating growth and/or the agent for improving
viability of a lactic acid bacterium to the composition containing
a lactic acid bacterium prior to fermentation of the composition
containing a lactic acid bacterium.
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65. A food composition comprising an agent for stimulating
growth and/or improving viability of a lactic acid bacterium of

and a lactic acid bacterium of genus Lactobacillus.

76. Use of k-caseinoglycomacropeptide for stimulating growth
and/or improving viability of a lactic acid bacterium of genus
Lactobacillus in a composition containing a lactic acid bacterium
of genus Lactobacillus, wherein the lactic acid bacterium of
genus Lactobacillus is the Lactobacillus gasseri species.




