
The present invention relates to a method and apparatus allowing for the
monitoring and control of electrical appliance or utilities. This is
achieved by using a master webserver that can communicate with remote slave
nodes using a protocol for con- trol and automation over networks of
different media including wire, radio, microwave and powerlines. This
Virtual Internet Link (VIL) responds to requests from the server and
remotes to replicate informa- tion as though the remote node is connected
to the Internet. The virtual link is used for remote infor- mation reading
as well as home automation and se- curity reflected in the master server.
Remote nodes act on the Internet database information through a
master/slave/exception protocol supporting automa- tion, metering,
security, e-cash transfers and Internet back-channel requests.    


