ABSTRACT A systemfor connecting a two buoyant marine body in a side to
side manner, the systemconprising first male and fenal e coupling nenbers
fixed to the side of a first and second mari ne body and Second nal e and
femal e coupling nmenbers which are fixed to the side of a first and second
mari ne body. The first male and fenal eXoupling nenbers have an opposing
rel ati onship and can be noved from an unengaged condition to a fully
engaged condi tAgeTRAdTe novenent of the first and second floating marine
bodi es towards each other in a first horizontal direction. The freedom of
nmovement Aeysiee fortdeanenting adwapupyant anading hedy brwdide tomigd ampenghbsystem at

l east in the vertical directiqn, is. decrease s they,beco vertically
i 1 gned. <SapsEdFanaf ahd BRftE colrlint RRGTRE Mo N Y S EERE: 84 sef
coupling Ihz&irwbb‘d? hd Seddiidinifle BRY R cdupling nledibets Whieh RS fitedab thd siget i on,
as the freedom of novenent between the first nmale and femal e coupling

menber s iof adirst andispepndrraarinetbodieThrgfisemelecar fomale copmling menebars hase aval e
oadi ng 1SEP ok 4 RisHoniB ohEShel bR B nEn DLAE R A MIP RN | TR
buoyant reenditien by dhemotageait o€ thei firsttand aecondrfioatingl madaé bedies towards each

other in a first horizontal direction. The freedom of movement between the male coupling

and the female coupling members, at least in the vertical direction, is decreased as they

become vertically aligned. Second male and female coupling members will create a rigid

coupling to prevent relative movement in at least the vertical direction, as the freedom of

movement between the first male and female coupling members is or is proximate to

being vertically aligned. The first male coupling member is of a resiliently flexible nature

and can take any impact loading between the two bodies. Securing means is included to

attach the buoyant marine bodies together in a horizontal direction.
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