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(57) Abstract 

A coordinated multi axis hinge arrange­
ment provides a snap action between stable 
0pen and closed states. When the hinges oper­
ate between the stable open and closed states 
across a dead center position, resilient forces 
.imparted by torsionally rigid connecting ele­
menls (33.1, 33.2) of the hinge to adjacent 
binge parts such as body and lid elemenls are 
transfened by coupling or transmitting areas 
(4S.1, 45.2) adjacent the bending regions (34.1 
- 34.4) or film hinges to remote resilient de­
fonnation energy storage areas (40.1 - 40.3). 
As the inge passes a dead center position, this 
energy is in tum supplied and returned to the 
rigid connecting elements to impart snap ac­
tion to the closure. The cJo8ure may be cast as 
a single piece of plastic material and may be 
cast in the open position. 


