An automatic platen gap adjusting device for a printer for automatically
adjrustihg-a rel ative ggg_ | engt h .betweetra pl at en arigkda recordi ng head,
and for checki ng whéther the recording head and a recording sheet are
in contact after the adjustnent. The device i ncludes a carriage notor for
deciving a carriage havi ng a recordi ng head, |oad detection neans for
detecting a load froma |load current of the carriage not or when t he
carriage is noved in parallel with the pl aten shaft, initial |oad storage
means for storing an ini ABEATRAER QefTHe PRSCE@EUREI ng sheet .is | oaded,
contact judgnent neans for conparing the |oad when the recordi ng sheet is
| oaded and the iniPPaPutegdtismPlaten papgiadywaiciner deNécred®idg head

contacts the t ecor di %.sheet en a_difference between_these | oads
exceeds a preBet? %Fuéj,g’ a SPERPRFIABLEY RATWBHIRG fherelehiVeadRP

orthogonal to,the platen shaft, .ap encoder for .genetating a er of
pul se signalsl%?%%gr$?§%% n atglgﬁeﬁnﬁﬂ taoFQSPFﬁggghéeadkuﬁﬂékgg% t he
carriage, QQHE J S I.n carripa g t he
pl a{ en froma-r e#%%%cgﬂggglg%i ﬁlaegnlaé?%lfg?ﬁég?’ﬁ_tﬁge ?rﬂée %i %ge%ooié a!brg% ment ,
sheet thi cknessese! £l al QontRANS el (8l UAlIAGIE 1 itk A the
recording sheet, and control means that adjusts the platen gap based on
the detected sfieAladdi @Gkngggriage motor for driving a carriage

héving a recording head, load detection means for
detecting a load from a load current of the carriage
10 ' motor when the carriage is moved in parallel with the
platen shaft, initial load storage means for storing
an initial load before the recording sheet is loaded,
contact judgment means for comparing the load when the
recording sheet is loaded and the initial lbad,.and
15 for judging whethe: the recording head contacts the
recoraing sheet when a difference bétween these loads
exceeds a preset value, a stepper motor for moving the
carriage orthogonal to the platen shaft, an encoder
for generating a number of pulse signals préportion;l
20 to an amount of orthogonal movement of the carriage,
abutment judgment means for moving the carriage toward
the platen from a reference positi;n and for judging
the time to ébutment, sheet thickness calculation
means for calculating the thickness of the recording
25 sheet,.and control means that adjusts the platen gap

based on the detected shéet thickness.
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