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(57) Abstract: A method to protect a device key in a device comprising at least one secure element locally connected to at least one 
time programmable memory storing a global value in form of a bit string comprising locked bits and unlocked bits. The locked bits 
are irreversibly pre-programmed in the one-time-programmable memory during an initialization phase of the device while the un -
locked bits remaining in an initial state may be programmable by the secure element. The secure element is configured to generate, at 
initialization of the device, a device specific value by using the global value, program the device specific value previously obtained 
in the one time programmable memory, and erase the global value by programming the unlocked bits of the corresponding bit string. 
A further object of the disclosure includes a device configured to carry out the method. 


