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ABSTRACT 

PACKER FOR ALTERNATE FLOW CHANNEL GRAVEL PACKING AND METHOD FOR 

COMPLETING A WELLBORE 

Apparatus and method for completing a wellbore including providing a packer having an 

inner mandrel, alternate flow channels along the inner mandrel, and a sealing element 

external to the inner mandrel, including connecting packer to tubular body, then running the 

packer and connected tubular body into the wellbore. In one aspect, the packer and 

connected tubular body may be placed along an open-hole portion of the wellbore. Tubular 

body may be a sand screen, with the sand screen comprising a base pipe, a surrounding 

filter medium, and alternate flow channels. The method includes setting a packer and 

injecting a gravel slurry into an annular region formed between the tubular body and the 

surrounding wellbore, and then further injecting the gravel slurry through the alternate flow 

channels to allow the gravel slurry to at least partially bypass sealing element of the packer. 
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