| MPROVED RADI AL FLOW COLUMN ABSTRACT Aspects and enbodi nents of the present
invention are directed to apparatus and nethods of filtering a fluid to
reduce a |l evel of at |east one contam nant therein. The filtering of the
fluid may be acconplished with a radial flow filtration colum conprising a
fluid chanber having an inlet, an outlet, and a side wall, an inner
perneabl e retainer positioned in the fluid chanber, an outer perneable
retai ner positioned in the fluid chanRer spaced art from and surroundi ng
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i nner perneable retainer and the outer perneable retainer, and an

adj ust abl e el enent biased into the rredé ]gg% conpartnent and configured to
mai ntai n a predeterm ned packing dengt @1‘ 4 nedia bed to be di sposed
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5 methods of filtering a fluid to reduce a level of at least one contaminant therein. The
filtering of the fluid may be accomplished with a radial flow filtration column
comprising a fluid chamber having an inlet, an outlet, and a side wall, an inner
permeable retainer positioned in the fluid chamber, an outer permeable retainer
positioned in the fluid chamber spaced apart from and surrounding the inner permeable

10 retainer, a media bed compartment formed between the inner permeable retainer and the
outer permeable retainer, and an adjustable element biased into the media bed
compartment and configured to maintain a predetermined packing density of a media

bed to be disposed within the media bed compartment.

15 FIG.3

“4] -



