
Title: FOREIGN BODY RETRIEVAL DEVICE  Abstract: A retrieval device or snare
for grasping foreign articles and retrieving them from the body of a
patient. The retrieval  device includes a catheter open at both ends such
that it may be advanced along a guidewire. The distal end of a wire is
attached to  the first catheter near an opening system within the catheter.
The opening system may be a slot or a pair of holes. A portion of the  wire
is oriented external of the catheter. Manipulation of the proximal end of
the wire causes a portion of the wire to form a loop  



external of the catheter. The catheter may be tapered, as may be the wire.
A reinforcing material may be attached to the portion  of the wire that
forms the loop. Another reinforcing material may also be attached to the
proximal portion of the wire in order to  stiffen the wire and improve its
pushability. A guidewire may be inserted into a patient and manoeuvered to
an appropriate location  within the patient, the catheter may be advanced
over the guidewire, the wire attached to the catheter may be manipulated to
capture  a foreign body with the loop, and the catheter and foreign body
may be withdrawn from the patient.  


