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Abstract 

    Overhead transport vehicles with a hoist travel on a traveling rail for the overhead transport 

vehicles including a straight segment and a curved segment.  A traveling rail for a local vehicle is 

provided below the traveling rail for the overhead transport vehicles, allows articles passing upward 

and downward over the traveling rail, has one end below the straight segment, extends from the one 

end parallelly to an extended line of the straight segment to a transfer position at the ground side, 

and has the other end outside an area under the straight segment.  A buffer for the articles is 

provided below the straight segment and also below the traveling rail for the local vehicle.  The 

local vehicle with a hoist traveling on the traveling rail for the local vehicle transfers the articles 

between the transfer position at the ground side and the buffer.      


