
ABSTRACT  An object of the present invention is to overwrite a data-
recorded area of a write-once recording disk such as a CD-R disk,  thereby
completely erasing recorded data easily, at low cost. It is judged whether
a loaded optical disk (111) is a write- once optical disk or not. When the
optical disk (111) is a  write-once optical disk, disk recording
information of the  optical disk (111) is obtained on the basis of an
instruction  from a host computer (21), and overwriting of the optical disk
(111) is performed by irradiating the optical disk (111) with a  laser beam
having a recording power equal to or higher than that  at recording,
thereby erasing data recorded on the optical disk  (111). 


