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(71) , We, DART INDUSTRIES INC., 
a corporation organised· and. exiiting under 
the laws of Delaware, Umted State5 :of 

"America, of 8480 Beverly Bowevard, ·Los 
5 -Angeles, California 90048, United States of 

America, do hereby declare the .tnvention, 
for which we pray thllt -a ·p~tent may be 
granted to us, and _the method by which it is 
to be · perfo:i;med, . to -. be particularly · 

10 _deseribed in and by . the' · following 
statement:.;,.... -

This invention relates to a receptacle a:O:d 
more particularly to a receptacle for spoons, 
ladles, forks and similar utensils used for 

15 culinary- purposes. More·- particwarly; ·-the 
invention relates to· a teceptacle.·that ·oc­
cupies a_ minimum of space and yet affords 
the user a device that will accommodate the 
aforementioned implements in-a stable and 

20 readily accessible position. · 
-Prior proposed receptacles that are -in­

tended for similar usage have been of a box 
type configuration and of a Size that some­
what restricted the 'user's effective• place-

. 25 ment thereof: .. Furthermore, --these' - J>ri:<>r 
proposed devices -have characteristically 
mcluded numerous· individual •.··retention 
means of various sizes base<I upon the 
various sizes of ·iinplements· employed-· in 

30 ~ulinary proc~s~ng. Th~. aceordingl;y:. 
increased the size· of _the receptacle and .m 
many instances, a substantial portidn·· qf 
such receptacle was ·not used during ·the 
culi~ary process. · ';. • 

35 . This invention seeks-- to -provide a small 
and compact • unit that ·overcomes thele 
prior objectionable features. Likewise;·. it' is­
. an object of the present inventi~ to' provide 
a conveniently arranged tray which ·will 

40 . protect the surtounding;supporting sdtfaci:: 
therefor· and also retain culinary iiD:ple'men.11· 
such as spoons, ladles; -. knives,' for~s. 
spatulas or the .like in a p<>Sition: cott'Venient 
for the user to grasp ~e ·again. --• · · .· 

45 _ According to one aspect ·of this invention 
there,is provided a mwti-purpose receptacle 
for supporting- a variety of culinar)r :ini~ 
plements, said r:eceptacle -coinp~g a 

curvilinear , tr,ay having a downwardly 
directed peripheral supporting wall ema- 50 
nating f~m, the edge_ tJ;iereof, said tray 
IJ,aving formed therein at least one elongate -
recess, a fin;t portion adjacent one end of 
said at least one elOngate recess, that ex~ 
tends above all other portions of .the 55 
.receptacle, a ledge adjacent _sai4 'one end 
which· fies between said at least one recess 
and said first portion-· and a second portion 
adjacent the other end of, said at least one 
elongate reeess, that exten.ds above some 60 
portions of the said edge of said tray, said 

. :receptacle being provided with at least one 

. -groove _fo~ed in ·said. second portion and 
extending over said wall and into -said at 

-least one recess. _ · 65 
In order tha~ the invention may be more 

readily un4erstood and so that further 
features thereof may be appreciated the 
invention will now be-: described l>y way of 
·example· ·w1-th reference to ·the ac- 70 
'CO~panyin~ ~drawing:i _in. which: . 

Figure 1 IS a plan view of a multi-purpose 
receptacle, in accordance with the present 
invention; _ · · . -

· · Figure 2 is a front elevational _vie~ of the 75 
. re~ptacle ·shown •n Figure, 1 more clearly 
_ illustrating· the retentive mellns for various 
·culinary implements; . - __ . 

- 'Figure 3 is a side .elevational- view of- the· 
receptacle; . __ _-- - . 80 

'Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view of the 
recc:i>tacle t'ken along line: 4-4 ~f .Figure_ 1; 
-. Figure 5 is a cross-sectiona• vtew of the 

·receptacle taken along line >--5 of Figure 2; 
• and - -.: . , . . - 85 

Figure · 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional 
.'\liew -~en along: line-~-- of Figure 5. 

__ > ~el.erring ~Qw specifi~y to Figures 1, 2, 
and 3, a mwt1-purpose receptacle· 10 may be 
seen to inc;:lud_e a variety of surface areas to 90 · 

. -support,. retain and restralli a variety of 
_ cillin11.91 impleme~~· The .re~ptacle .10 
9ompnses· a curvilmear- tray 12, having 
elongated re~sses 14 and a ledge 16 formed 
therein. As will be more full discussed 95 
hereinaftei;. _the receptacle-10 can function 
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in a muUiplj~ty ofW.~ys o retain effectively .· 
a· viitj~fy- 'of ~P.f~~ents · ·.. ''' · · : ·· '. ... 

Je4g~ : :.)~ ~ay_i µ1qaijy-. · lJe:: enip!oyed to . _ - ~--
sµppbtPtspathl,a iriember'32 as iS'shOwn in 
pffa:p:toiµ~ As-wa,&i~4icated hereinaJ>Qve, the 
ftOti~~bijck depth pf- receritacl~ ·member• 10 .. ;;. 

· Tlic;,· mµ19-p~tj><?Se re eptacle 1() is for- . 
~~4~:-~--f ~@~·-·µitc: . al #J.ow<J:in~: of a. 

5 p~s~~· ~~~9~· ~~1c ... Y the receptacle 
compt~~' ·flie · •·cµrVtline r tray 12 an(J an 
integh1I ·p~i,i.24~:a:~ 'sup rting w~ 18 that 
pf(itr~~s :·Qtj~#'\\t~d~y om such tr-y in a 

. ~µght1f'~P.~¢d~.w.~~er. · wall termjn~tes 
. 10 JD. ·:a1ow~:'e<fge io· whic is of substanti8lly 

· · p~~~-patt#~fiWcfis ad' tcid to resfon :ariy 
sUitil'!>le'~s\lppjttj.ilg' s _· ace 21, ··such as ·a 
stove;··t~°'lif'(jt ~ounter_ .. The peripµeral 
edge· 22-of tbi:f cui'viline r tray 12 mcludes a 

15 ~ubstaritiilµf }lo~~lq · .. ). p"rtio11 ~·that . 
is lociitC4 a~ove·iUt -~ili.e: ~aypotµons and a 
second prirtj.oµ ·26:· ha: tig· a substantially 
horiZoiltal. Jipper )Uifa . ·, . <>p' oSire . p01'tib11 
24; that·-~ Joo~(1'4~'ab0 ~ ~Ji«('other.'pQt-

20 tions· of the·cur'Vili.neat•~~y-_bu~ not·aooye 
portion ~~'.Accortlin.811' as: caii :b~s~· be=~~ 

-iii Fig_tire 'J;· ~me· tt•f'lZ loriiiS' a. ·ctadle~like · 
. member 'Ui!Jr.ba1f ~e 's. i~bly empfoyecf 'to 
retBin'·l>ai~g _or Sii:Q.iJat :type in'ii>Jtsme*ts ·of 

:~~J~~ 
fOl'med'bf the c9-.£•1Ve' all in:emb~'25 •nd. 
i!c=J<:5:/4~t!,~:~:!· J~';'fJ ~~e~·~ :: 
exten4 ia-"°$v¢ts~ly to . ; <Ho~gitudWa! aiiS 

35 : of. Qle' cufyjli.Jl~~ ttj,ly ; ~2 ' , : ':: · -- · - ' · 
- The· tecessbs :14: r . er include, as an 
inte~ar-~~-~ th.e~otr ;c1Japij.ets,:'~gr06vt5, 
opeµi~gs o~ ·$lotS ~lr-w. :c11·~xten.d~:fu)nf a 
ftOn.fporji~ of:the:su . 'orl:ing wan •·8 ·o-v~f 

40 the wan: au4 ii>.to the·r· ~ess''Proper: These 
cllarlriels;·'~Qove$;i·op Db1gs,•·ot slot'$~···28 
thel'eby pJ:iq'Vit\e' · a > ~eµ.~ve mei!'.~ for 
spoon.. fotlt or. ladle h __ -~e$; ·JcniV¢s·().- .tJie 
like.: Furtliermore: du -· fu the ·curvilinear 

45 ciiara.cier:·of:ih¢'rece~s: therli~lves,,'sp()on 
bowlf $nd s.~~~Y. · .. P.e4 ·jtems'-~n4 ··eYCn 
foo<l 1tems, such as-~ggs =are rea@y-retained 
therem..: -: ·::-. ,,. ·- .. , __ ,,.' ... '.·:· ,,· · · · 

. Ii sliould be note4 t the recesses 14 are 

so . ~~titi~.W:J..~~~ 
afore)nentioiied. omo s-24and'~the'led e 

55 

60 

thereof. A<:corfilii" l · .. n ma· · · e m:to-'the ,.. ... . .. • . . .•.. 8.Y• ... Y . ~B ·,. ·· . ·. 
lc;,4ge· a.rea. ·-wm·•ff~(f lts·• -.~:~·~-tq 'i;¢¢e•$es' f4 

65 !:~~t'.-~~~-~t!~f£~~iJ~~ 

ail4; :~ respCc,1tlye; b,e~ghts -<Pf Uie ff:rst _and --::7_-. __ P_ 

- seeon\fp()rtiom '24 im<r26_, -make i~ possible 
for the us.er to'.su:PP.!:>rt lcnife'-lµce 'members -. 
34 ·acras·s'these:;etelnents and futo -th'e Sldt28 
so t~i~u,~b. Wiµ~:~1y•t~iaihed'thereby. •-· _, .. 
Li¥eWise; whe~ $pRoilf;36; or ·o~er siinilar 75 
~~ed- memltets.. •J'e ._supported, -within . 
rec¢s·ses 14; · tll:e 'J:ia~dle portions . thereof 
exten4 tbi'oug]J: ihe ·1t1entione4 slots 28; The 
hail4le portio~ · ·anr U,lereby .exposed for 
e~tteµievaj. by th.¢ qset; However, it may 80 
-be''teadily appfec~ated·•·tliat'because of the 
low - pr<>&Ie~·:dJ.ese.· 'bari.dle portions· are 
retajn~ ~ a~ ::9u~~oNJie~way . positio~ very 
c}o~~ · ~o- ~e Il}e~~one4· ·s.uppo~ng · slirface 
2!"f<>r i-eceP.ta,¢Je J-Q: i\:~t.lf<µn8Jy~ J:4¢ user - 85 
\Ylµ · b.,: 1~ ' ~iJ'ely accl<lenµ.:µy · to· e~g~ge 
sue~ there~y_-: · spµling · ~ ·con~eµt$' ·or 
di~op!P.llg til:¢ ¢~U~y inii>~~~ent '~~oitl: 'th¢ 
~old,CrT~4'Pta:c1¢jO.;· .- · ' · · ·· · ·- ,: · · 
·: A1th.ough..iin.·1th~ preferr:ed embo4,iment,.it 90 
js_ 1:u.1#Cipa:t~~, ffi~t ~c,- rC,c¢i>~~cie _ fq 'jijII'_ ~e 
-~~µJ9c;4 · ~t~~~,i -~~~~~e p~tjcs' :r.ia~~; it 
s'1Quld · · ~~ · · ~il4ei'$t<)o<f ~r ~ny '· O<;ltbfir 
~a.teria.I ~ipt'•J:;e ·µ~~: ·~n 1Ji¢ formati~ of 
su~J;l--4~f~$:¥4 ~t ~~~h 'W.:aY-bd rii~4e hi 95 
soli& .form:ratli.er·'than· bi' the· foi'Di ol-the 
erii.J'.i94Urientiilustriii&i fo.'th~ various era$$~ 
se'ett®<s::<;f'' li'~es:.4 ·to '.6; in wh.lcJi.· ihe 
u~~~~t4e ·Qf: ,~ .. ~ecepiac~ iS ree~sse'1. ';'.~. 

WJM. T w~ ci.A,J.M- ~s=-
. l; A tp.Ulti.;~~e· re~ptacJe. f~r ~up-

100 

~~~~~t==~~~=rr~~h~~~ 
tray haVitig · · - .. downwar<J~y' tljrect~tVperi­
phe:.-14 ' sµpp<#tiilg - wall · ' emana~in:g fJ,'Om 105 
-th~ ~$~· QJ.er~o'~ :~aicr tray· ha'Ving 'f~~<I. · · 
~er.¢µ1-at:lell&t o~e-elongate··reces~; -~ -~~~ _ 
p!)rtio~ adja*t one ·e:nd of Said. at least·one 
r~ces:s, ~t.ex~erids above .aQ: other·poffi.9ns 

· of ip~ r~epta~Je; ·a -ledge aqjace~t said Qne 11 O 
e~d which Ii~$ J1etweeil sai4 at least. one 
recess and ·Said,;. first pprtj.Qn an(l a S®Olld 
p<>rti9n a,dja~P,t : the o.ther end of said' at 
_leas~. -0.Q.e. el~gate recess, : ~t. ex~ncls 
~~ve some portions 9f tlie said 'e4ge of Said 115 
·h.11y,·s;1~d·r~ce.~~e being P.~~vi4CQ. with at . 

· ~#<>~n:nf~~i:nJ:i~~;~~:~d~:Uec:: · 
into said at least one recess.· · · · -·· 
: .. :~, ¥~ulti-plirp~~ receptacle-~:clahned· 120. 
~--c~P.D J -Wh~~n~$8id tray hils :formed 
~~~¢.ip_il, plul'fJ~ty'~f efo~gate recesses, said 
. le4_ge ~xten~g ·adjacent one end of ea.Ch pf 
saicJ: :i:eces8!'s iand · sajd· second portion. ex- _. 
tend.ing aq:jaeent the. other en4s of said 125 
r~ess"~' the~ be~~g grooves in said second . 
pPrtion. extending' over said wall and into 
~~61f'of s~d ~\Qngate recesses. · · 
-·3:A ·multi-pi:Jrpose receptacle as claimed 

. .. ·-
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in a ~ultiplic~ty of ways to retain effectively 
a vanety of unplements. . · 

The multi-purpose receptacle 10 is for­
med as a single . integr~, moulding of a 

5 plastics materjal. Basidill'Y: the ·receptacle 
coinptjsefthe curvilinear tray 12 and an 
in~egral p~ri.pperal supporting wall 18 that 
protrudes· dOwnwardly from such tray in a 
slightly· an~ed manner. This wall terminates 

10 in a low~r edge 20 which is of substantially 
planar nature and is adapted· to rest on any 
suital:>le supporting surface 21, such as a 
stove, table or countettop. The peripheral 
edge 22 of the curvilinear tray 12 includes a 

15 ~ubstantially horizontal ~t portion 24 that . 
tS located above all other tray portions and a 
s~ond portion 26 having a substantially 
horizontal upper· surface, opposite · pOrtion· 
24, that is located above some other por-

20 tions of the" curvilinear tray but not aboye 
por~o~ 24~ Accordingly, as can best be seen 
tn Figure 3, the tray 12 forms a Cl"adle-like 
member that ·can be ·suitably empl<>Jed· to 
retain·bastjng or siinilar type implements of 

25 an elongated and/or ·circular nature. ·. · 
As is"apparent, the recepta.Cle 10, in its 

preferre4 · form, includes = a pluiality of 
recesses 14 such as the two rece8se!fShown 
iii the drawings, ~though further recesses 

30 could also be provided;· The· recesses are 
formed by the concave wall inembers 25 and 
as can best be ·seen in Figmes 4 and 5, ·the 
recesses 14 are elongate hi nature aiid 
extend U:ansversely to the longitudinal axis 

35 of the· curvilinear tray 12. · · · 

The· recesses 14 further include, as an 
integr~ part thereof, chatinels, ···groove's, 
openings or slots 28 which extend from a 
front poJ;tion of the· supporting wall 18 over 

40 the wall and into the recess proper.- These 
channels, grooves, openings, or slou;· 28 
thereby provide a . retentive means for 
spoon, fork or ladle handles, knives or tlle 
like. Furthermore, due to the curvilinear 

45 character of the recesses themselves, spoon 
bowls and similarty. shaped items and even 
food items, such a5 eggs; are readily retained 
therein. . . . ~ 

It should be noted that the recesses 14 are 
50 of such size and shape that they form a 

substantial portion of the tray 12, . the 
re~ainder. of the . tray· comprising· the · 
aforementioned portions 24 an4 ~.the ledge 
16 and narrow "oundacy are~ 30 that 

55 

60 
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circumscribe the recesses 14. · · · 

The last of the above-mentioned im­
plement sul'portin' "areas; is "the 'ledge 16. 

This ledge 1s positioned in the curvifuiear 
tray surface 12 adjacent the portion 24. The 
ledge 16 intersects or interengages the 
recesses 14 along the uppermost edges 
thereof. ~ccordingly, any drainage into tlie 
ledge area will find its way into recesses 14 

rather than onto the receptacle supporting 
surface 21. As is best seen in Figure 6, the 

111111.1111~ llf I Ill~ 111111 

ledge 16 may usually be employed to 
support a. spatula member 32 as is shown in 
phantom. As was indicated hereinabove, the 
front-back depth of receptacle member 10 

and the resp.~~\i'N:e he~ghts o' ·~ ~irst and 
second porti~ 24 and 26, make 1t possible 
for the user to support knife-like members 
34 across these elements and into the sltit 28 
so that such will .be firmly retained thereby. · ·· 

Likewise, when spoons 36, or other similar 75 
handled members, are supported within 

recesses 14, the handle portions thereof 
extend through the mentioned slots 28. The 
handle portions are thereby .exposed for 
easy retrieval by the user. However, it may 
be readily appreciated that because of the 
low profile these handle portions· are 
retained in an out-o~-tlle-way position very 
close to the mentioned supporting surface 
21 for receptacle 10. Accordingly, the user 
will be les.s· likely accidentally to engage 
such thereby spilling the contents· ·or 

. dislodging the culinary implement ·f~oin ·th~ 

80 

. 85 

holder· receptacle 10. · · · · ·· · 

· Although in the preferred embodiment, it 90 

is anticipated that the receptacle lO ~· ~e 
moulded from suitable plastics mate~l. it 
should be understood · that any· · O.*er 
material might be used in ·~e formati~li bf 
such devices and that such may be made hi 
solid form· rather than in the form of the 
embodiment illustratCd in the various erciss~ 
sections of F~gures 4 · to 6, in which the 
undersi4e of the receptacJe is recessed ..... 

95 

WHAT WE CLAIM IS:-
1. A in~ti-purpose receptacle for sup­

porting a variety of culinary implements, 

100 

said receptacle· comprising · a cui-vilinear 
tray having a · down~ardly <nrected '·peri._ 
pheral supporting wall emanating from 105 

the edge thereof, said tray having formed 
therein· at least one elongate recess, a· ·first 
portion adjacent one end of said at least one 
recess, that extends above all other portions 
of the receptacle, a ledge adjacent said one 110 
end which lies .between said at least one 
recess and said· first portion and a second 
portion adjacent the o.ther end of said at 
least one elongate recess, that ex~nds 

abOve some portion!J of the said edge of said 115 

tray, said r~ceptacle being provided with at 
least one .groove . formed in said second 
portion and extending over said wall and · 
into said at least one recess. 

2. A multi-purpose receptacle as claimed 120 

in claim 1 wherein said tray has formed 
therein a plurality of elongate recesses, said 
ledge extending adjacent one end of each of 
said recesses and said second portion ex­
tending adjacent the other ends of said 125 

recesses, there being grooves in said second 
portion extending over said wall and into 
each of said elongate recesses. 

3. A multi-purpose receptacle as claimed 

.. ~ ... 
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~ . ':' ·• , . . ., :-

stantiaqy as hereinbefore described with 
reference to and as illustrated iii the ac-

3 

in claim 2 wherein said recesses are 
positioned transversely of th~' tray. . · ·· 

4. A multi-purpose receptlicJe · as· clajriled. 
in claim 1 claini 2 or claiin 3 wherein said 

5 first portion }µls an upp_er sutface which. js 

co1ripariri11g di-awings;. . . . .. . 20 

·substantially ·horizontal 'and saic:l · ~econ:d 
portion has an·upper surface, adj;!cent said 
at least 'oiie groove, which is ·slibstllntially 
·horiZontal. · · "· · · · · . · · ' 

·10 5. A multi-purpose receJ>tacle as cJaimed 
iri any one ·or the ·preced~g c~s wherein 
said ledge and said at least one· recess have a 
common edge portion.·· · ·' · · · · 

6. A multi;putpose receptacle as claime4 
15 in any one of the preceding clllitns formed o~ 

plastics mate~l. · · · · · · 
· 7. A· multi-purpose receptacle sub-

FORRESTER, KETLEY & CQ., 
quirtered·P~tent Agent$, 

Forrester House, 
52BotindsGreen Road, 
· LondonNi"r2EY, · · 

. . . ·and also a:t' . 
Rutland House; 148 :8q~:qml Street, 

. . . Birminghain BJ 2LD; . 
· .· and··· · 

~cptti~h Provi<Jent ~uilding, 
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