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20 to deliver the flowers to the intended recipient on behalf of the purchaser. When the
purchaser is present at the local floral shop, the purchaser may express his/her feelings
on a card that will accompany the delivery of the flowers. Alternatively, when not in
person at the floral shop, an employee of the shop may prepare a card on behalf of the
purchaser that will accompany the flowers when delivered and that expresses the
25 sentiments of the purchaser.
While the flowers provide a gift to the recipient, it is the card that is the medium used to
communicate a particular message or expression from the purchaser to the recipient.
When the flowers are delivered without a card, the recipient is required to interpret the
meaning of the gift, which can result in an erroneous conclusion.
30 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to systems and methods for providing an image on

an item. More particular, the present invention relates td systems and methods for
providing an image, such as one or more characters, symbols, pictures and/or designs,
onto an organic product, such as a plant, flower, fruit or portion thereof.

35 Implementation of the present invention takes place in association with at least

a portion of an organic product, such as a portion of a flower, plant, or fruit. An image



35 Inplenentation of the present invention takes place in association with
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or will become more fully apparent in the description that follows and in the appended
claims. The features and advantages may be realized and obtained by means of the
instruments and combinations particularly pointed out in the appended claims.
Furthermore, the features and advantages of the invention may be learned by the practice

25 of the invention or will be obvious from the description, as set forth hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the manner in which the above recited and other features and
advantages of the present invention are obtained, a more particular descriptioﬁ of the
invention will be rendered by reference to specific embodiments thereof, which are
30 illustrated in the appended drawings. Understanding that the drawings depict only typical
embodiments of the present invention and are not, therefore, to be considered as limiting
the scope of the invention, the present invention will be described and explained with
additional specificity and detail through the use of the accompanying drawings in which:
Figure 1 provides an illustration of a representative image that is created on a

35 cliché in preparation for providing the image onto an organic product;
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20 include one or more characters (e.g. letters, numbers, or other characters), logos, pictures,
symbols, illustrations, designs, icons, emblems, trademarks, other representations, and
any combination thereof.

Embodiments of the present invention embrace providing one or more images
onto at least a portion of an organic product. The images are provided onto the portion

25 of the organic product to provide a communication to the recipient and/or to individualize
the product. The image may include feelings of expression, such as the words “I Love
You,” “Congratulations,” “Thank You,” “I’m Sorry,” “Merry Christmas,” or “Happy
Birthday.” Alternatively, the image may be a logo of a company and optionally may
include a particular number of years that the recipient has worked for the company.

30 The image may be provided onto an organic product in a variety of manners. For
example, the image may be printed, painted, sprayed, copied, transferred, etched,
embossed, engraved, scratched, stamped, cut, imprinted, scored, embossed, carved or
otherwise marked into at least a portion of an organic product.

With reference to Figures 1 — 4, an embodiment of the present invention is

35 illustrated as a representative method for providing an image onto an organic product.
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20 coupled to press 20 so that the process of creating the etched image 14 is performed prior

to coupling plate 10 to press 20. This further allows for the use of a plurality of
removable plates that may be selectively used in association with press 20, wherein each
plate includes a different image etched thereon.

As a user of press 20 pulls lever 24 in a downward direction, pad 22 lowers and

25 is placed in contact with the surface of plate 10. Similarly, as the user releases or lifts in
an upward direction, lever 24 is raised so as to no longer be in contact with plate 10. The
process of lowering pad 22 so as to contact plate 10 and of raising pad 22 causes ink to
be lifted from the etched image 14 of Figure 1 so as to create a negative of the image on
pad 22.

30 In one embodiment, pad 22 swivels to facilitate a transfer of the image onto an
organic product. In another embodiment, pad 22 is selectively removed by the user from
mechanical press 20 of Figure 2 so as to transfer the image onto an organic product.

With reference to Figure 3, a portion of the surface of pad 22 is illustrated that
includes the created negative image, illustrated as negative image 30. An organic

35 product, such as flower petal 32, is placed in contact with negative image 30 to provide

the image 34 on flower petal 32. In one embodiment, and as illustrated by arrow 36, the
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image created at step 50. A determination is then made at decision block 54 as to
whether or not excess ink is located on the plate. Ifit is determined at decision block 54
that no excess ink is located on the plate, execution proceeds to step 58. However, if it
is determined at decision block 54 that excess ink is located on the plate, execution
25 proceeds to step 56, where the excess ink is removed. As provided above, one manner
of removing the excess ink is by utilizing a blade, such as blade 18 of Figure 1. Once the
excess ink is removed, execution proceeds to step 58.
At step 58 a negative image is created on a transfer medium, such as pad 22 of
Figure 2. The negative image is created, for example, by causing a transfer medium or
30 pad to be placed in contact with the inked image on the plate. The pad lifts ink from the
pad so as to create a negative image on the pad. At step 60 the image is then transferred
onto an organic product. This may be performed, for example, by rolling the surface of
the pad that includes the negative image onto the surface of an organic product.
Execution then proceeds to step 62, where the image on the organic product is set, such

35 as by allowing the printed image to dry.
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the first i @gael%ﬁﬁmn ler%ﬁerwdle@wonlmocka5£9§wheﬁéxocsr AR afly e9&dsSInlOfy t Op
of the first |rr%a$? Therefore, the conbination of the two 1nmages provides

t he appear arleeatesforthe plats: équﬁﬁsgel&lﬁaReS% igoreanayied At siepaetRemiscFEecUtichys, i f

it is determpadidly H80IsSbPihe RlAfén b i %ve%’f%é‘s%ﬁs%ﬁ@x%mb e :Pa BRI PRV ded
on the product, execution returns back fo ste ere the subsequent

i mge 1Ps cr daage is trapsfed entosiag psgani¢ ﬁﬁljéCtnﬁyStﬁe 60 adsiaret peige haf i s
prepared wi td?:éé}m%aftl}fdﬁ £ EMEn hidle ardemn%cﬁm@w Jvﬁétyerg;r fhb&b %?;51? 'oFE&?;deThe

ink is applied to the subsequent I nage at step 5 Ion is
made at decianothsr ivhagekn®4hewrganc produtie H yeranather mew@éssrqvmd; axecytinmat ed

on the plat is present, it is renoved at step 56, otherw se
execution g?%l(%ésea?séﬁl%%tétpe@g 58 for the creation of a negative of the

subsequent i mage Omeeait padetehimed Bt idaeisien ibdockr &th ghag anettien imaget isenabrtgaisi ¢
pr Odu% at st g&ggc? chltlo V\Apecfcltg':e&tto %ESB{)I@ %Iocl?‘66 qulaede%rﬂﬁﬁa{tlgﬂ a's Yo &?ﬁ[ﬂemde at

deci si‘On bl d¢ er or I mage
ont o the or ganitlee pnedoage isltb by @rovadesl dnte anqﬂmye)rgafsnc.'cprotbmtpravlsdktb,rmmeelc ution
that the same image is to be provided onto another organic product, execution proceeds
to decision block 68 for a determination as to whether or not to provide additional ink to
the transfer medium or pad. If it is determined that no additional ink is needed on the
25 pad, execution returns to step 60, where the image is transferred onto the other organic
product and is allowed to set. If another image is to be provided on the other product,
execution returns back to step 50.
Returning back to decision block 68, if it is determined that additional ink is
needed to transfer the image onto another product, execution proceeds to decision block
30 70 for a determination as to whether or not to clean the transfer medium or pad. If it is
determined that the pad does not need to be cleaned execution returns back to step 52.
Alternatively, if it is determined that the pad needs to be cleaned, execution proceeds to
step 72, where the pad is cleaned, and then to step 52, where additional ink is applied to
the plate. Any excess ink is removed at step 56, a negative is created on the pad at step
35 58, the image is transferred onto the organic product at step 60, and the image is set at

step 62.



returns again to step 50. Once it is determ ned at decision block 64 that
another image is not to be 20 provided, execution proceeds to decision

bl ock 66 WoOro3@2det er mi nati on as to whether or not the sameTiusayez977s to be
provi ded onto another organic product. If it is determined that the sane
image is to be provided onto anot her org§nic product, execution proceeds
to decision block 68 for a determ nation’as to whether or not to provide

addi tional ink tog,.the. transfer di u r..pad. If.if ds determn hat no

Sddi tional 1k 1 SVibaTelBn R e g8 U agBR frrdriodd et e RSB Lnere

t he i mage i shave amsgear§2etherzoh ahdt meayobdresed ap gaminmuniqareod ueksagado ias imtehdsded t o

set. If another.i is.to be .provided on th t her, product,, .execution

Ceturns baokerBiegt B tasgvisedneraPHERE e bt BR IhthieR As iR

det erm ned tHhyaiimageld$l, itnimhage mikayi i progidelbth 4 varictyaoldiesctivhewithagpeansd the

anot her. product,, executi on. proceeds to.decgision block 30 70 fg

det er mionat i GG 4 GhePREICCRY ORI O A REhermeTErwhile g methed #dy. |

ibt iks det er riroedsdshtthd prs@rdnaeisn A paeQariyoudetul Gh eanferi @@l industryet ur ns
ack to ste

p,52. _Alternativ , 1. it is determined that the pad needs to
be cl eaned, t@%@dlﬂlﬁelédnﬂ?%é’ﬁgﬁ%ec‘@? that ,m%ﬁ%ﬁqgea’ldﬁgo‘ﬁéﬁsicgn EE@ 2 and
then to stepyasidty IMIEFRerRdpplidao@ antika Vaieidldifidedt@real BEMPhF BureAblYicRIXCESS
ink is renoved at step 56, a negative is created on the pad at step 35 58,

e i
t he i mage isl3rtqtlz§'ﬁ§Pé¥$aé‘éFHH9‘6°t§Wep%P%§ﬁﬁ%re?)fr oduct at step 60, and the image
is setjpat step 6RhusV3 §i3éRLeleBeiRGhE WRIURRATLof the BidsBnt! igl &ftRAGEBraceFi gur e

5 an illustration is provided of organic products 80 that have imges 82
t her eon t hatsyg&ysgad qsghpds doryyidhigcR: 1g1age R 88 AgE- tMosPartquisigidg PreseRy pi ent

or otherw sepnl,dionirdul kd §stnf MUIARhEIsHbPHYCIdtnd A intdd8, SRR bPbENSr mbfe
illustrated by inmages 82,” the imge may be provided in _a varjety of
di rections vihefpckess sa@polsopigiEessnd@r designsa Rpte aforganiaprofuct) such @ g phang,

product 80. {ULdNELTBF forti¥hiefedthe methods and processes of the present
invention are pafticularly useful in the floricultural industry, those

skill1dd in the arthegresentipymsion mag be prabodiedinethensresifigdormpwithosseepaging be
used in a V[zt;rheitty sitfit Gt feEfangﬁlt cAPRdrE8Ld. ONhe A i Bbde Ecéc%igxtebftsoa{re dpfgeer ent

areas of nan a_ct UI’Q to yi e pri nt'l ng on organic pro or pOI’tI ons
t hereof . 10 cpmsideredsn dillsesepestsdoip rasiitysinative epbodi msticsivef Thescppe ok e

I nvention eﬂfﬁg@ﬁﬁ)n is %gérgﬂﬁe 3Rl 4Ted Bf f Jp?éﬁld%'&%‘l’&iiﬂis ?zﬂh@rqhgmﬂlg%r idgl €M

More partic the preserit 1nvention ates to systenms ‘and nethods for
provi di ng ardesergg®n. dlkcthangesdhas comenwithén the mzaaningand rangy wb edquyalgricytofithes

and/ Or20deSi gc'?aslms%?et ) b%nen%rgc%aivﬁt}ﬁﬁ al%ﬂcsEOpes.UCh as a plant,

What is claimed is:
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35



flower, fruit or portion thereof. 15 The present invention may be enbodied
in other specific fornms without departing fromits spirit or essential
char act erwetoos7768The descri bed enbodi ments are to be con®caarsen247m al |

respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of the
invention is, therefore, |nd| cat ed by thg appended cl ai ns rat her than by
the foregoing description. changes that conme within the neaning and

range of equival epcy o 0 clai.s are tao be enbraced ei s
Scope. What 15 cl ki e mQﬁO(&ﬁOfﬁOV@@ S OB Retib b petd,
net hod for promyirdingghastepsfoge on an organi ¢ product, the nethod conprising
the steps for: creating an im on.a transfer, medium and transferring
the image onto an r83rt8§%inémﬁg%8[g%fran%erine% ?@thod as recited in claim1,
wherein the step ttansfecsigpthe igagaortoagerganiompoduwwes the steps for: creating a
first i.mage on a ¢lic othecnc ft|n at | east
. bort Pon ot the Sk 1 FismeRBe i el nraeiebODR P i seeetingat itsse; n
the second igJoageisesSthtReps flage created on the transfer nmedium 3. A nethod
as recited in claim2, erein the ﬁt for lifting conprises the steps

for: placing the CFURSEAHSHRAEA AIE¥ Mt act with the cliche: and renoving
the transfer mdld#)jﬁ]}ﬁﬁg)iﬂ(ttbﬂ]ecdhlcﬁé]%,ndl5 4. A net hod as recited in claim 2,

wherein the step ating furth S step for rem)wng
excess ink appl i el g aﬁ SEngé’FFé’n %fethﬁ‘ E‘pl’i’ s@ Cl’rc Elt‘? é%‘%i A sepopdimege,

wher eilp t he $h&@BinftRE secbR/Birhd}e @th%luﬁqsge ¢reBeEon GRMhsRLMmelig. st ep for etching
the first inmage |nto the cliche. A rrethmg{eas recited in claimb5, wherein

the cliche conprikes &W%f%@ﬂg}qli“{?@ gin the step fordiffing FRMPEES theg t ed
in claimé6, ywharmei:n step for etching conprises the

placing the transfer medium in contact with the cliché; and
removing the transfer medium from the cliché.
15 4. A method as recited in claim 2, wherein the step for creating further
comprises the step for removing excess ink applied to the cliché.
5. A method as recited in claim 2, wherein the step for creating a first image

comprises the step for etching the first image into the cliché.

6. A method as recited in claim 5, wherein the cliché comprises a
20 photosensitive material.
7. A method as recited in claim 6, wherein step for etching comprises the
steps for:

providing a third image;
creating a film positive of the third image; and
25 exposing the photosensitive material through a wash out process to etch the third
image into the photosensitive material.
8. A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising the step for allowing

the transferred image to set.

9. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the organic product comprises at
30 least a portion of:
(i) a flower;

(i1) a fruit; or

(iii)  aplant.

10. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the image transferred onto the
35 organic product comprises at least one of:

1) a character;



steps for: providing a third imge; creating a filmpositive of the third
i mge; and 25 exposing the photosensitive material through a wash out
process twoasobtr7the third image into the photosensitive mardarsoza778. A
method as recited in claim1, further conprising the step for allowng the
transferred image to set. 9. A nethod as9recited in claiml, wherein the
organi ¢ product conprises at 30 least a“portion of (i) a flower; (ii) a
fruit; or (iii) pl . A method as recited in claim1l, wherein the
i mge transferreoﬁ%nt ?%%%&935 organi ¢ product conprises at |east one of
(i) a character; (MWD 03 B2F768 PCT/US02/29771 9 (ii) a nunber; (iii) a

| ogo; (iv) a pi c(ivrea it\ﬁ}e-a synbol; 5 (vi) a design; (vii) an icon; or
(viii) a trademark. 112 PR Or gani ¢ product having an inage thereon, the
product conprising) asyndadt a portion of a flower; and 10 an inage

provi d%\d on the p<ortion 12. A product as recited in claim1l, wherein the
flower “is a rose. V1)13.a%skﬁnoduct as recited in claim11l, wherein the
portion is one of(vii) (igniaometal ; or (ii) a leaf. 15 14. A product as

recited in claim v1111) m@gg({selmréﬂghe i mage includes at |east one of: (i) a

character;
11.  An organic product having an image thereon, the product comprising:
at least a portion of a flower; and
10 an image provided on the portion.
12. A product as recited in claim 11, wherein the flower is a rose.
13. A product as recited in claim 11, wherein the portion is one of:
(1) a petal; or
(1i) a leaf.
15 14. A product as recited in claim 11, wherein the image includes at least one
of:
(1) a character;
(ii) a number;
(iii))  alogo;
20 (iv)  apicture;
(v) a symbol;
(vi)  adesign;
(vii) anicon; or
(viil) a trademark.
25 15. A product as recited in claim 11, wherein the image is provided on the
portion through a transfer printing technique.
16. A system for providing an image on an organic product, the system
comprising:
a portion of an organic product;
30 a transfer medium; and
an image, wherein the image is located on a portion of the transfer medium and
is used to provide a transferred image onto the organic product.
17. A system as recited in claim 16, wherein the organic product is a flower.
18. A system as recite in claim 17, wherein the portion is one of:
35 (1) a petal; or

(i1) a leaf.



(1i1) a nunber; (iii) alogo; 20 (iv) a picture; (v) a synbol; (vi) a
design; (vii) an icon; or (viii) a trademark. 25 15. A product as recited
in cla mo,03mbEsein the image is provided on the portiolCrhrsougii7a
transfer printing technique. 16. A systemfor providing an i nrage on an
organi ¢ product, the system conpri si ng: @ portion of an organic product;
30 a transfer nedium and an imge, wheré)i n the imuge is |ocated on a
portion of the trgnsfe diumand,. is.used.t rovide ransferred i mge
brto Lhe or gani ¢ 1 odds ey SR inchit 38, e e el e VIR et e
or gani ¢ pr oduiché insluale§ droatelred image that is pdeashpataltyeftliddevitinink k@placclific inmdger ei n
the portion isthone of : fi? %{5 %{1% tal; or (ii) aleaf. WO 03/027768

PCT/ US02/ 207F1the portipy of fietansic "Wecited in claim16, further conprising
a cliche, wherein(he Aesystahas tepitéditadaimn % wvbbeih thaehehétiheltiddss mite] andst
partially filled wth ink to.plac he image on the portion of the
transfeér mediRfts .eg\a@ggt“éﬁ"‘ﬁg“}c@i‘ﬁgﬂe? claim 19, wherein the cliche
includes a plate,(i)and afadpberein the transfer medi umincludes one of: (i) a

pad; or (ii) ar(%glerdrollég 15 20 25 30 35
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