
Title: A MOORING TOWER ASSEMBLY FOR A LIGHTER-THAN-AIR VEHICLE [err]
Abstract The invention is a mooring tower (24) for a lighter-than-air
vehicle (14). In detail, the invention includes a vertical tower (24)
having  a vertical and lateral axis. A first support member (40) is mounted
on the top (34) of said tower (24), which is rotatable in a horizontal
plane about a vertical axis aligned with the vertical axis of the tower. A
second support member (54) is mounted by its first end (56)  



mounted to the first support member (40) and includes a telescoping second
end (64). The second support member (54) is rotatable in a  vertical plane
about its first end (56). The second support member (54) includes an
aperture (88) extending therethrough from the first end  to the second. A
winch (82) is mounted to the vertical tower (34) having a mooring line (88)
extending through the aperture (80) in the  second member (54) from the
first end (56) to and out the second end (64) thereof. Thus a vehicle (10)
having the end of the mooring line  (88) attached to the nose (36) thereof
can be winched to the vertical tower (24).  


