
A method for processing business information generated by multiple
enterprises is provided. Ini- tially, a data warehouse is provided that has
the ca- pability of holding business information. The data warehouse is
populated with business information received from a first enterprise and a
second enter- prise. The business information is associated with the first
and second enterprise based upon a set of standardized categories used in
the data warehouse. Metastore information describing the organization of
business information in the data warehouse is used to develop rules for
extracting a portion of the busi- ness information from the data warehouse.
This por- tion of business information extracted from the data warehouse is
then stored in the data mart. Using at least one such data mart, a multiple
dimension data- base is created wherein each dimension of the multi- ple
dimension database corresponds to variables de- rived from business rules
established in an industry. Using the multiple dimension database, metrics
for measuring business performance from the multiple dimension databases
are then generated.    


