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FIG. 1

Dehydrate the
hydroxy-carpoxylic acids, &.g.
aliphatic hydroxy carboxylic acid

k:

Obligomerize the hydroxy-
garboxylic acid:
degree of polymerization e.g.
from about § to about 50.

Heat to teperature for melt
polymerization; degree of
polymerization e.g. from about
35 to about 500.

-4

Step 3 Process polymer in thin
layer polymerization/
devolatilization device; degree of
polymerization e.g. from about

300 to about 20,000.

k

Isolate poly aliphatic hydroxy-
carboxylic acid by cooling and
collecting as final product
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or deactivation
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FIG. 2a
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FIG. 2b
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FIG. 5
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FIG. 6
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FIG. 7
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FIG. 8
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FIG. 9b
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