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perpendicular magnetic recordmg layer on a substrate and a soft underlayer formed
between the substrate and the perpendicular magnetic recording layer. In the
5 provided perpendicular magnetic recording medium, the soft underlayer includes a
plurality of soft underlayers having different saturation magnetizations, and at least
one of the soft underlayers has a magnetization easy axis in a radial direction.
Since the provided perpendicular magnetic recording layer has the soft underlayer
including plurality of soft underlayers having different saturation magnetizations, a
10 signal-to-noise ratio is improved. In addition, the soft underlayer is formed to have

a magnetization easy axis in a radial direction, thus a transition noise is improved.
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