
Provided is a method of cutting a workpiece efficiently and with high
accuracy in such a way that by using tension adjusting devices, only the
tension in the portion of the wire on the winding side is effectively
reduced, said tension adjusting devices serving to approximate the tension
on a wire in a wire saw to a predetermined target tension. This method
comprises an advance drive cutting process wherein a workpiece (28) is cut
while a wire (W) is being advanced; a first switching process for reversing
a wire (W) driving method; a moving-back drive cutting process wherein the
workpiece (28) is cut while the wire (W) is being moved back; and a second
switching process for reversing the wire (W) driving direction, thereby
returning the operation to the advance drive cutting process. These
processes are repeated in sequence. In both of the cutting processes, only
the tension in the portion of the wire on the winding side is reduced by
tension manipulating devices (18A, 18B). Reduction in the target wire
tension for that purpose is made after deceleration of wire (W) is
completed in the switching processes. 


