ABSTRACT DECOUPLI NG OF ACTUATORS FOR POCSI TI ONI NG AN OBJECT The invention
provi des an apparatus and a nethod for positioning an object coupled to a
first support structure and a second support structure. A first actuator
drives the first support structure along a first axis and a second actuator
drives the first support structure along1@'second axi s orthogonal to the
first axis. Athird actuator conprising a forcer and a stator is provided
for driving the second support structure that is guided for novenent
relative to the first support structure along a third axis orthogonal to
the first and second axes. The forBBSTBASSTpl ed to the second support
structure and is novable wth respect to the stator, and the stator is
relatively stationary and decoupled fromthe second support structure.

(FIG 4) DECOUPLING OF ACTUATORS FOR POSITIONING AN OBJECT

The invention provides an apparatus and a method for positioning an object
coupled to a first support structure and a second support structure. A first
actuator drives the first support structure along a first axis and a second
actuator drives the first support structure along a second axis orthogonal to
10 the first axis. A third actuator comprising a forcer and a stator is provided for
driving the second support structure that is guided for movement relative to
the first support structure along a third axis orthogonal to the first and second
axes. The forcer is coupled to the second support structure and is movable
with respect to the stator, and the stator is relatively stationary and decoupled

15  from the second support structure.
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