
ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE        A method and apparatus for obtaining
optimum parameter values for a read channel employed in a disc drive
storage system are provided in which data having a known pattern is written
on a disc surface of the disc drive storage system. The data written on the
disc surface is then read to obtain a readback signal. The readback signal
is passed through the read channel. A readback signal response is obtained
at an output test point of the read channel. The readback signal response
at the output test point is compared with a target response of the read
channel at the output test point. The comparison is carried out using
frequency spectral analysis. At least one parameter of the read channel is
adjusted if the readback signal response substantially differs from the
target response.    


