
SURFACE MODIFICATION  Abstract: A method of operating on a workpiccc
comprises causing relative movement between the workpiccc and a power  beam
in a traverse direction so as to expose a series of locations on the
workpiccc to the power beam. At each location the power  beam is caused to
move relative to the workpiece in a predetermined manner having a component
transverse to the traverse direction,  and workpiece material is melted and
displaced by the power beam so as to form a cavity or hole. 


