ABSTRACT Disclosed is a light distribution control device including a
substantially plate-like or filmlike light diffusion structure which
transm-ts or reflects light and at | ea® one surface of which has a nunber
of ridges arranged parallel to each other. The section of each ridge taken
in a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direction substantially
constitutes a part of a circle, the surface of each ridge being snooth
enough not to cause significant irregular diffusion of light. In a
diffraction grating effect attri buBBSIT®&aca the parallel arrangement of a
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i ndepersfeahtl Ofadd'€arBfl! Qfdff%%hcﬁeggekggchiggtto the longitudinal
direction substantially constitutes a part of a circle, the surface
ofeachridgebeingsmoothenoughnottx>causesignificantirregular
diffusion of light. In a diffraction grating effect attributable
to the parallel arrangement of a number of ridges, the ratio of
diffraction light quantity to incidence light quantity is adjusted
throughselectionoftheangleofcircumferenceandnmximumdiameter
of the section of each ridge. When light is caused to enter a surface
of the light diffusion structure, the projection of diffusion
distribution onto a plane perpendicular to both the longitudinal
direction of the ridges and the surface of the structure is
substantially symmetrical with respect to the normal at the point

of incidence independently of the angle of incidence of the light.
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