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but not exclusive embodiment of a bag, suitcase and the like according to
the invention, Illustrated The present invention relates to a bag, suitcase
only by way of non-limitative example in the ac- and the like for coupling
to motorcycles.         companying drawings, wherein: As is known, bags,
suitcases and the like,   5   figure 1 is a schematic view of the bag,
suitcase structured so as to be removably applicable to a    and the like
according to the invention, applied motorcycle, so as to allow the user to
remove the   to a motorcycle; bag from the motorcycle when required, have
been    figure 2 is a schematic sectional view of the commercially
available for a long time.             step of coupling the bag to the
supporting plate In the known embodiments, two distinct assem-   10    of a
motorcycle, with the lock element in closed blies are usually provided,
each having an own       position; actuation lock, for disengaging the bag
from the      figure 3 is a schematic sectional view of the motorcycle and
respectively for opening the bag.    bag, Illustrating the movement between
the An example of a bag with an actuation lock for   small plate and the
button element; opening and closing the bag is disclosed in DE-A-  15
figure 4 is an exploded view of the small plate 3716445 issued to
Bayerische Motoren Werke AG.      and of the button; This document
describes a locking device in form    figure 5 is an enlarged-scale
sectional detail of a clamp, which by means of a spring, is able to  view
of the means for closing and for coupling close the bag without first
unlocking the said bag.  to the motorcycles with the lock element in This
causes considerable constructive com-  20    closed position; plexities and
practical difficulties in use which are  figure 6 is a sectional view of
the closing and not positively accepted by the users.
coupling means, with the lock element in open The aim of the invention is
indeed to eliminate  position, illustrating in broken lines the opening the
above described disadvantages by providing a     of the suitcase closing
means; bag, suitcase and the like which has improved   25    figure 7 is a
schematic perspective and ex- means for closing the bag and for coupling
the bag  ploded view of the closure means; itself to motorcycles, so as to
make the actuation of  figure 8 is a rear view of the detail of the closure
said bag extremely rapid and easy while offering    means applied to the
bag, suitcase and the like. the possibility of using a single lock which
controls  With reference to the above described figures, both the means of
application to the motorcycle  30  the bag, suitcase and the like for
coupling to mo- and the means for opening the bag.
torcycles, according to the invention, comprises a Within the scope of the
above described aim, a  substantially rigid body which is generally
indicated particular object of the invention is to provide a  by the
reference numeral 1; said body 1 is defined bag, suitcase and the like in
which the closing   by a lower half-shell 2 and by an upper half-shell 3
means and the means for coupling to the motorcy-  35  which are pivoted to
one another. cle integrate in a single actuation assembly, with a  The body
1, and more precisely the lower shell reduction in bulk and with
considerable construc-  2, defines means for removably coupling the bag to
tive simplifications, without thereby limiting its func-  a supporting
plate 4 which is fixed to a motorcycle tionality.
in a per se known manner. Another object of the present invention is to  40
Said coupling means comprise a small plate 10 provide a bag, suitcase and
the like in which the  which defines a middle opening 11 in which a
actuation can be performed in a rapid and simple  hook-like portion 12,
protruding from the supporting manner and in which it is possible to couple
the  plate 4, may be removably inserted. bag to the motorcycle even when
the lock element      Said small plate 10 is slidably accommodated is
already preset in closed position.        45  in a recess 13 defined by the
lower shell 2, and its Not least object of the present invention is to  end
acts against a return spring 14 accommodated provide a bag, suitcase and
the like which can be  in a seat 15 defined by the half-shell. easily
obtained starting from commonly commer-        At the opposite edge, the
small plate 10 de- cially available elements and materials and is fur-
fines a tang 16 which slidably inserts in a button thermore competitive
from a merely economical  50  element 17 which is slidably guided in the
recess point of view.                                    13 and has a stop
tooth 18 cooperating with a The above described aim, the objects men-
portion of the lower shell 2 to prevent an accidental tioned and others
which will become apparent      extraction of the button 17. hereinafter
are achieved by a bag, suitcase and the  The fact that the tang 16 of the
small plate 10 like for coupling to motorcycles, as defined in claim  55
is slidable with respect to the button element al- 1.
lows the bag to be coupled to the supporting plate The characteristics and
advantages will be-    4 even when the lock element is in closed position,
come apparent from the description of a preferred  as will become apparent
hereinafter. 2   
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comprises means for        slides to perform the coupling. closing the
half-shells 2 and 3 which comprise a     Where technical features mentioned
in any lever 20 articulated, at its end, to a bracket 21  claim are
followed by reference signs, those refer- which is fixed to the half-shell.
ence signs have been included for the sole pur- More in detail, the bracket
21 is provided with   5   pose of increasing the intelligibility of the
claims a pair of opposite lugs 22 which define the support  and accordingly
such reference signs do not have for the pivoting pin of the lever 20 and
is downwar-  any limiting effect on the scope of each element dly provided
with a protruding tab 23.            identified by way of example by such
reference An engagement arm 30 is articulated to a mid-  signs. die portion
of the lever 20 and ends with an en-  10 gagement tooth 31 which can engage
the upper      Claims half-shell 3 so as to close it. An important
peculiarity of the invention re-  1. A bag, suitcase and the like for
coupling to sides in that there is a single lock element, gen-
motorcycles, comprising a substantially rigid erally indicated by the
reference numeral 40, which  15  body (1) provided with coupling means
(10,17) is supported by the lever 20 and actuates a single   for removably
connecting the body to a sup- bolt 41 which has a first end 42 insertable
below     porting plate (4) and comprising two mutually the protruding tab
23 to prevent the opening of the   pivoted half-shells (2,3) which are
provided bag closure means and a second end 43 which           with mutual
closure means (20,30,31), char- acts as a stop element for a projection 19
which   20  acterized in that said coupling means comprise upwardly
protrudes from the button 17 to prevent      a button element (17) which is
operatively as- its movement in the direction which allows the
sociated with a small plate (10) which is re- disengagement of the hook 12
from the small plate     movably associable with a hook-like portion 10 (to
the left in the figures).                     (12) of said supporting plate
(4), said closure Another important characteristic resides in that  25
means having a lever (20) which is articulated the button 17 passes through
a port 50 (figures 7,   to an engagement arm (30) for mutually lock- 8)
defined at the free end of the lever, so that said  ing said half-shells
(2,3), a single lock element button can be actuated with the lever in
closed       (40) being furthermore provided which is sup- position.
ported by said lever (20) and is adapted to As illustrated in figures 5 and
6, by virtue of  30  interact with said button element (17) and with the
presence of the bolt 41, the single lock element  said lever to prevent
their actuation when said 40 allows, in closed position, to prevent both
the    lock element is in closed position. actuation of the coupling means,
since the button 17 cannot be moved, and the actuation of the lever  2. A
bag, suitcase and the like, according to closure means, since the lever 20
cannot rotate as  35  claim 1, characterized in that said small plate the
end 42 is retained by the protruding tab 23 and   (10) of said coupling
means (10,17) is slidably consequently does not allow the disengagement of
associated with said button (17), so that said the engagement tooth 31 from
the upper half-shell     coupling means (10,17) allows the coupling to 3.
said hook-like portion (12) even when said lock When the lock element is in
open position, as  40  element (40) is in closed position illustrated in
figure 6, it is possible to act indepen- dently and separately on the
coupling means, by   3. A bag, suitcase and the like, according to the
acting on the button 17, and on the closure means,    preceding claims,
characterized in that said by rotating the lever 20.
small plate (10) defines an opening (11) for the From what has been
described it can thus be   45  insertion of said hook-like portion (12) and
is seen that the invention achieves the proposed aim     provided, at one
edge, with a tang (16) which and objects, and in particular the fact is
stressed   is slidably insertable in said button element that a bag,
suitcase and the like is provided in     (17). which the closure means and
the coupling means can both be actuated by a single key which allows   60
4. A bag, suitcase and the like, according to any to simultaneously lock
the closure means and the      of the preceding claims, characterized in
that coupling means.                                       said button
element (17) is slidably supported With the described arrangement it is
further-     by said body (1) and is provided with a stop more possible to
couple the bag to the supporting     tooth (18) to prevent its extraction
from an plate 4 even when the lock element is in closed   55  accommodation
recess (13) of said coupling position, since the small plate 10 is slidably
asso-  means (10,17). ciated with the button 17 so that said small plate,
when pressed against the inclined end of hook 12, 3  
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characteristic resides in that  25  means having a lever (20) which is
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engagement arm (30) for mutually lock- 8) defined at the free end of the
lever, so that said  ing said half-shells (2,3) a single lock element
button can be actuated with the lever in closed        (40) being
furthermore provided which is sup- position.
ported by said lever (20) and is adapted to As illustrated in figures 5 and
6, by virtue of  30  interact with said button element (17) and with the
presence of the bolt 41, the single lock element  said lever to prevent
their actuation when said 40 allows, in closed position, to prevent both
the     lock element is in closed position. actuation of the coupling
means, since the button 17 cannot be moved, and the actuation of the lever
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lever 20 cannot rotate as   35  claim 1, characterized in that said small
plate the end 42 is retained by the protruding tab 23 and    (10) of said
coupling means (10,17) is slidably consequently does not allow the
disengagement of       associated with said button (17), so that said the
engagement tooth 31 from the upper half-shell     coupling means (10,17)
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said hook-like portion (12) even when said lock When the lock element is in
open position, as   40  element (40) is in closed position illustrated in
figure 6, it is possible to act indepen- dently and separately on the
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and is seen that the invention achieves the proposed aim     provided, at
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5                 EP 0 370 368 B 5. A bag, suitcase and the like, according
to any     der SchileBstellung befindet. of the preceding claims,
characterized by a bracket (21) which is fixed to said body (1) and  2.
Tasche, Koffer und dergleichen nach Anspruch Is provided with a pair of
opposite lugs (22) for  1, dadurch gekennzelchnet, daB die kleine
supporting the pivoting pin of said lever (20),   5  Platte (10) der
Verbindungsvorrichtung (10,17) said bracket having a protruding lower tab
verschiebbar mit dem Knopf (17) verbunden (23) which interacts with said
lock element       ist, so daB die Verbindungsvorrichtung (10,17) (40).
die Verbindung mit dem hakenihnlichen Be- reich (12) auch dann erlaubt,
wenn sich das 6. A bag, suitcase and the like, according to any   10
Verriegelungselement (40) in seiner SchlieB3- of the preceding claims,
characterized in that    stellung befindet. said engagement arm (30) is
articulated to a middle portion of said lever (20) and has, at  3  Tasche,
Koffer und dergleichen nach einem the end opposite to its articulation end,
an      der vorhergehenden AnsprUche, dadurch go- engagement tooth (31)
associable with the  15     kennzelchnet, daB die kelene Platte (10) eine
half-shell (3) which is opposite to the half-shell  6ffnung (11) flr das
EinfUhren des hakenshnii- (2) which supports said lever (20).
chen Abschnitts (12) begrenzt und an einer Kante mit einem Band (16)
versehen ist, das 7. A bag, suitcase and the like, according to any
verschiebbar in das Knopfelement (17) einge- of the preceding claims,
characterized in that  20  setzt werden kann. said lock element (40) is
operatively connected to a bolt (41) which has a first end adapted to  4.
Tasche, Koffer und dergleichen nach einem interact with said protruding tab
(23) of said    der vorhergehenden AnsprUche, dadurch ge- bracket (21) and
a second end adapted to act      kennzelchnet, daB das Knopfelement (17) as
stop element for a projection (19) formed on   25  durch den KOrper (1)
verschiebbar gehalten said button element (17).                         und
mit einem zahnformigen Stopper (18) ver- sehen ist, der verhindert, daB das
Knopfele- 8.  A bag, suitcase and the like, according to any     ment (17)
aus einer fUr dessen Aufnahme in of the preceding claims, characterized by
a       der Verbindungsvorrichtung (10,17) vorgesehe- single key for the
actuation of said closure  30  nen Aussparung (13) herausgezogen wird.
means (20,30,31) and said coupling means (10,17).
5. Tasche, Koffer und dergleichen nach elnem der vorhergehenden AnsprUche,
gekenn- PatentansprUche                                       zeichnet
durch eine Halterung (21), die an 35      dem Kdrper (1) befestigt und mit
einem Paar 1. Tasche, Koffer und dergleichen zur Befesti-        einander
gegenUberliegender Augen (22) zum gung an Motorrldern, mit einem im
wesentli-       Halten des Schwenkzapfens des Hebels (20) chen steifen
Korper (1), der mit einer Verbin-    versehen ist, wobei die Halterung dine
vor- \...~   dungsvorrichtung (10,17) zur losbaren Verbin-   springende
untere Nase (23) hat, die mit dem dung des Korpers mit diner Trlgerplatte
(4)  4o   VerschluBelement (40) interagiert. versehen ist, und mit zwei
zueinander schwenkbar gelagerten Halbschalen (2,3), die   6. Tasche, Koffer
und dergleichen nach einem mit einander Zugeordneten VerschluBmitteln
der vorhergehenden AnsprUche, dadurch go- (20,30,31) versehen sind, dadurch
gekenn-         kennzeichnet, daB der Eingriffsarm (30) an zeichnet, daB
die Verbindungsvorrichtung ein  45  einen mittleren Abschnitt des Hebels
(20) an- Knopfelement (17) aufweist, welches mit einer     gelenkt ist und
an dem seinem Anlenkungsen- kleinen Platte (10) in Wirkverbindung steht,
die  de gegenUberliegenden Ende einen Eingriffs- mit einem hakendhnllchen
Abschnitt (12) der       zahn (31) aufweist, der mit der Halbschale (3)
Trfigerplatte (4) l6sbar verbindbar ist, daB die  verbunden werden kann,
die der den Hebel VerschluBmittel zum gegenseitigen Verriegeln  6o  (20)
tragenden Halbschale (2) gogenaberliegt. der Halbschalen (2,3) elnen mit
einem Ein- griffsarm (30) gelenkig verbundenen Hebel (20)  7. Tasche,
Koffer und dergleichen nach einem hat, und daB ferner ein einzelnes
Verriege-       der vorhergehenden AnsprUche, dadurch go- lungselement (40)
vorgesehen ist, welches         kennzelchnet, daB das Verriegelungselement
durch den Hebel (20) gehalten und derart aus-  ss  (40) betrieblich mit
einem Bolzen (41) verbun- gelegt ist, daB es mit dem Knopfelement (17)
den ist, der ein fOr die Interaktion mit der und dem genannten Hebel
zusammenwirkt und         vorsprlngenden Nase (23) der Halterung (21) deren
Betlitigung verhindert, wenn es sich in     ausgelegtes erstes Ende und ein
als Anschlag- 



7                 EP 0 370 368.1                   8 element fOr einen an
dam Knopfelement (17)        de fixation (10, 17). ausgebildeten Vorsprung
(19) wirkendes zwei- tes Endo hat.                                  5. Sac,
valise et analogue selon l'une quelconque des revendications pr~cedentes,
caracfWris4 8. Tasche, Koffer und dergleichen nach einem    5     par un
support (21) fix4 audit corps (1) et muni der vorhergehenden  Ansprtche,
gekenn-            d'une paire de pattes opposdes (22) pour sup- zelchnot
durch einen einzigen Schllssel far       porter la tige de pivofement dudit
levier (20), die BEettigung der VerschluBmittel (20,30,31)     ledit
support poss~dant une patte infdrieure und der Verbindungsvorrichtung
(10,17).           saillanbe (23) interagissant avec ledit 6l6ment 10
de verroulllage (40). Revendlcatlons 6. Sac, valise et analogue selon l'une
quelconque 1. Sac, valise et analogue se fixant aux motocy-      des
revendications prec~dentes, caract&rls4 en clettes, comportant un corps (1)
sensiblement     ce que ledit bras d'engagement (30) est arti- rigide
dquipd de moyens de fixation (10, 17)  75  culd & une partle m4diane dudit
levier (20) et en vue d'une liaison amovible du corps a une      possbde, a
l'extr6mitf opposee & son extrdmi- plaque support (4) et comportant deux
demi-      tW d'articulation, une dent d'engagement (31) coquilles (2, 3)
articulees entre elles qui sont  pouvant 8tre associ6e A la demi-coquille
(3) munies de moyens de fermeture mutuels (20,        qui est opposee A la
demi-coquille (2) qui 30, 31), caractbrisd en ce que lesdits moyens  20
supporte ledit levier (20). de fixation comportent un bouton (17) associe
fonctionnellement a une plaquette (10) pouvant  7. Sac, valise et analogue
, selon l'une quelcon- 8tre associ6e de fagon amovible a une partie
quo des revendications precedentes, caract~ri- formant crochet (12) de
ladite plaque support    s9 en ce que ledit 6l6ment de verroulliage (40)
(4), lesdits moyens de formeture poss6dant un   26  est relld
fonctionnellement & un boulon (41) levier (20) qui est articulM A bras
d'engage-     poss6dant une premiere exfrdmit6 apte a inte- ment (30) pour
verrouiller mutuellement lesdi-    ragir avec ladite patte saillante (23)
dudit sup- tes demi-coquilles (2, 3), un unique 6l6ment de   port (21) et
une seconde extremit6 apte & agir verrouillage (40) etant en outre pr6vu
qui est    en tant qu'46ment d'arrft pour une partle sail- support6 par
ledit levier (20) et est apte a   90  lante (19) formde sur ledit bouton
(17). interagir avec ledit bouton (17) et avec ledit levier pour emp8cher
leur actionnement lors-  "8a  Sac, valise et analogue , selon l'une
quelcon- que ledit 4l6ment de verrouillage se trouve en    que des
revendications prdcdentes, caractdri- position fermee.
s6 par une unique cle pour l'actionnement 35      desdits moyens de
fermeture (20, 30, 31) et 2. Sac, valise et analogue selon la revendication
desdits moyens de fixation (10, 17). 1, caractdris4 en ce que ladite
plaquette (10) desdits moyens de fixation (10, 17) est asso- S"-'   cise &
coulissement avec ledit bouton (17), de sorte que lesdits moyens de liaison
(10, 17)  40 permettent la fixation a ladite partie formant crochet (12)
meme lorsque ledit 6l6ment de verrouillage (40) se trouve on position
ferm~e. 3  Sac, valise et analogue selon les revendica-  45 tions
pr~c6dentes, caractdris4 en ce quo ladite plaquette (10) d6finit une
ouverture (11) pour l'introductlon de ladite partie formant crochet (12) et
est munie, sur un bord, d'un talon (16) pouvant 8tre Introduit h
coulissement dans Is-  50 dit bouton (17). 4. Sac, valise et analogue ,
selon l'une quelcon- que des revendications pr6c6dentes, caract6ri- sd en
ce quo ledit bouton (17) est support6 A   65 coulissement par ledit corps
(1) et est muni d'une dent d'arr8t (18) pour emp~cher son    


