responsive to the movement of the

associated lock region related to the positigfsof the cursor in the shared data object; and

input device;

~ acompu



ol



munication, an output display device fogieach

5
if the position for the cursor associateg}é;l%ck region does not include a portion of an

Ly
G5

fifsor associated lock region for the cursor.

floating blocks of the shared data object from

ifip’ with more than one user as set forth in claim 1,




presence of an object under the cursor.

4. A method of protecting transitory; floating blocks of the shared data o

method further comprising the steps of:
determining whether a current user initiated action dictal

shared data object;

5. - A method of protecting transitory, floaf i

3
i

concurrent manipulation originating with4fiore than one user as set forth in claim 1,

wherein the shared data object text.

6. A method of protecting trans’-;%f’y, floating blocks of the shared data object from

o
¥

©F
7

fig with more than one user as set forth in claim 1,

vl

5 r“’fitrolling shape and size of a cursor associated lock region

wherein a plurality of modes

are permitted each user.

7. A method of protg?%?ing transitory, floating blocks of the shared data object from
& :

simultaneous manipultion originating with more than one user as set forth in claim 1,

wherein
an assigne‘?f ursor includes a visual attribute to distinguish it as to its owner.
8. A co dborative multi-media computer based system for protecting transitory,

ocks of a shared data object from concurrent manipulation originating with two

users, the collaborative computer based system comprising:

a plurality of terminals, each terminal having an output display device and a user
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a network connecting the terminals and the computer for communication;
_the shared data object being simultaneously accessible through a plurality of

views by a plurality of users;

the shared data object;

means, responsive to movement of a cursor, for determiijing a position for a lock

region associated with the cursor in the shared data object; &

means, responsive to movement of the cursor %gﬁde of a previously established

lock region, for releasing the previously established4eck region; and

g

i ;"lﬁding any portion of any previously

means, responsive to the position not

established lock region, for establishing the Sw lock region.

i
9. A collaborative computer based S);%;t;é’m for protecting transitory, floating blocks of

3

8y
e

a shared data object as set forth in cl,aAﬁ?lV 8, wherein means for establishing the new lock
region further includes:

means for establishing
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further comprising:

means for checking whether a command from the cufet

modification of the shared data object;




