
A computer system having an expansion base for docking a portable portion
of the computer system includes a bridge circuit for adaptively decoding
addresses on a bus based on the docking status. Both the expansion base and
the portable portion include the bridge circuit for passing cycles from a
peripheral component interconnect (PCI) bus to an industry standard
architecture (ISA) bus. The bridge includes internal devices and
configuration registers for controlling the decoding. Bus cycles intended
for internal devices and external devices connected to each respective ISA
bus of the bridge circuits are positively decoded. Cycles not positively
decoded and claimed are subtractively decoded by one of the bridge circuits
depending on the docking status.    


