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ABSTRACT 

 5 

An electrically conductive terminal 2, 3 for a circuit board connector has a heat sink fin 

16 which is thermally coupled to two connection portions 12, 14 for dissipation of heat 

generated in the connection portions.  The heat sink fin and one of the connection 

portions 12 extend from a central body portion 10 in the same direction.  The heat sink 

fin is preferably located outside one of the connection portions 12 to protect the latter 10 

from physical damage.  A lock portion 18, with a barb 26 for retaining the terminal in 

the connector housing 1, may extend from the central body portion in a direction 

opposite to the heat sink fin 16.  The terminal 2, 3, and particularly the lock portion 18, 

can be inserted into a cavity 28 in the connector housing 1 by pushing on the distal end 

24 of the heat sink fin.  The terminal may be stamped from a sheet metal material.  Also 15 

claimed is a connector having a row of such terminals mounted with a common 

alignment and with the heat sink fins located outside the connector housing. 

 

Figure 3 
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HEAT DISSIPATING TERMINAL AND ELECTRICIAL CONNECTOR USING SAME  ABSTRACT  An
electrically conductive terminal 2, 3 for a circuit board connector has a heat sink fin  which is thermally
coupled to two connection portions 12, 14 for dissipation of heat  generated in the connection portions.
The heat sink fin and one of the connection  portions 12 extend from a central body portion 10 in the
same direction. The heat sink fin is preferably located outside one of the connection portions 12 to
protect the latter  from physical damage. A lock portion 18, with a barb 26 for retaining the terminal in
the connector housing 1, may extend from the central body portion in a direction  opposite to the heat
sink fin 16. The terminal 2, 3, and particularly the lock portion 18,  can be inserted into a cavity 28 in
the connector housing 1 by pushing on the distal end 24 of the heat sink fin. The terminal may be
stamped from a sheet metal material. Also  claimed is a connector having a row of such terminals
mounted with a common  alignment and with the heat sink fins located outside the connector housing.
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