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CLAIMS 

[C 	-im 1] 

n information processing apparatus comprising: 

an -xpectation condition information acquisition means 

for acqui 	ng expectation condition information which 

indicates a .lurality of expectation conditions for a 

photographic 1 age; 

a requisite 	ondition information acquisition means for 

acquiring requisit_ condition information which indicates a 

requisite condition '1.r the photographic image; 

a photographing apparatus state information acquisition 

means for acquiring photographing apparatus state information 

including information which 	ndicates positions and 

orientations of a plurality 	* photographing apparatuses; 

an object state information acquisition means for 

acquiring object state information including information which 

indicates a position of an object; a.. 

a photographing apparatus selectio,  means for selecting 

one or more of the plurality of photographing apparatuses 

which capture the photographic image on the •asis of the 

expectation condition information, the requis 	e condition 

information, the photographing apparatus state information and 

the object state information, 

wherein the photographing apparatus selection m 	ns has: 

an expectation condition determination means for c rrying 

out expectation condition determination processing to 

determine whether a photographic image captured by each of .he 

plurality of photographing apparatuses satisfies at least one 
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o 	the plurality of expectation conditions or not; and 

a requisite condition determination means for carrying 

out requisite condition determination processing to determine 

whether .r not a photographic image that has been determined 

to satisf 	at least one of the plurality of expectation 

conditions b\ the expectation condition determination means 

satisfies the 	-quisite condition. 

[Claim 2] 

The information •rocessing apparatus according to Claim 1, 

wherein: 

the plurality of e vectation conditions are each given 

priority; and 

the expectation conditi. 	determination means carries out 

the expectation condition dete. ination processing for an 

expectation condition selected i 	order of priority. 

[Claim 3] 

The information processing apparatus according to Claim 2, 

wherein: 

upon a determination that photographi 	images captured by 

the plurality of photographing apparatuses satisfies one 

expectation condition being made, 

the expectation condition determination mea . carries out 

the expectation condition determination processing 	or the 

photographic images captured by the plurality of photographing 

apparatuses with respect to an expectation condition gi en 

priority next to priority of the one expectation conditio • 

and 

the requisite condition determination means carries out 
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t 	requisite condition determination processing for a 

pho .graphic image that has been determined to satisfy the 

expectation condition given the next priority. 

[Claim 

The in ormation processing apparatus according to one of 

Claims 1 thro gh 3, wherein: 

the photographing apparatus selection means further has a 

photographing app. atus selection means for selecting at least 

one of the pluralit 	of photographing apparatuses on the basis 

of the requisite condi ion information; and 

the expectation condition determination means carries out 

the expectation condition :etermination processing for a 

photographic image captured .N 	one or more of the 

photographing apparatuses sele 	ed by the photographing 

apparatus selection means. 

[Claim 5] 

The information processing appara us according to one of 

Claims 1 through 4, wherein: 

the photographing apparatus selection 	eans selects one 

of the plurality of photographing apparatuse- upon a 

predefined condition being satisfied. 

[Claim 6] 

The information processing apparatus according 	o one of 

Claims 1 through 5, wherein: 

the photographing apparatus selection means success vely 

selects one of the plurality of photographing apparatuses; and 

the plurality of expectation conditions include a 

condition based on a relationship between the object state 
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in ormation and photographing apparatus state information on a 

most 	ecently selected photographing apparatus. 

[Claim 7] 

An i formation processing system comprising: 

an expectation condition information acquisition means 

for acquiring expectation condition information which 

indicates a plu .lity of expectation conditions for a 

photographic image•  

a requisite con: 	ion information acquisition means for 

acquiring requisite co .1 ion information which indicates a 

requisite condition for 	e photographic image; 

a photographing apparatus state information acquisition 

means for acquiring photographing apparatus state information 

including information which indicates positions and 

orientations of a plurality of ph. ographing apparatuses; 

an object state information acq► isition means for 

acquiring object state information including information which 

indicates a position of an object; and 

a photographing apparatus selection means for selecting 

from the plurality of photographing apparatuses one or more of 

the plurality of photographing apparatuses whic 	capture the 

photographic image on the basis of the expectatio 	condition 

information, the requisite condition information, t - 

photographing apparatus state information and the obje t state 

information, 

wherein the photographing apparatus selection means ha.: 

an expectation condition determination means for carrying 

out expectation condition determination processing to 
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de -rmine whether a photographic image captured by each of the 

plura ity of photographing apparatuses satisfies at least one 

of the olurality of expectation conditions or not; and 

a re. isite condition determination means for carrying 

out requisi - condition determination processing to determine 

whether or not a photographic image that has been determined 

by the expectation condition determination means to satisfy at 

least one of the p• rality of expectation conditions satisfies 

the requisite conditi.n. 

[Claim 8] 

A program for causin. a computer to function as: 

an expectation conditi. 	information acquisition means 

for acquiring expectation con. tion information which 

indicates a plurality of expecta ion conditions for a 

photographic image; 

a requisite condition informati., acquisition means for 

acquiring requisite condition information which indicates a 

requisite condition for the photographic 	mage; 

a photographing apparatus state inform- ion acquisition 

means for acquiring photographing apparatus s - e information 

including information which indicates positions and  

orientations of a plurality of photographing apparatuses; 

an object state information acquisition means f. 

acquiring object state information including informati. 	which 

indicates a position of an object; and 

a photographing apparatus selection means for selectin,  

from the plurality of photographing apparatuses one or more o. 

the plurality of photographing apparatuses which capture the 
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photographic image on the basis of the expectation condition 

infor .tion, the requisite condition information, the 

photogr..hing apparatus state information and the object state 

informatio .• 

wherein 	he photographing apparatus selection means has: 

an expectation condition determination means for carrying 

out expectation 	.ndition determination processing to 

determine whether a .hotographic image captured by each of the 

plurality of photogra 	ing apparatuses satisfies at least one 

of the plurality of exp. tation conditions or not; and 

a requisite condition determination means for carrying 

out requisite condition dete mination processing to determine 

whether a photographic image f. 	which a determination that at 

least one of the plurality of ex.-ctation conditions is 

satisfied is made by the expectati.. condition determination 

means satisfies the requisite condition or not. 
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CLAIMS 

[Claim 1] 

An information processing apparatus comprising: 

an expectation condition information acquisition means 

for acquiring expectation condition information which 

indicates a plurality of expectation conditions for a 

photographic image; 

a requisite condition information acquisition means for 

acquiring requisite condition information which indicates a 

requisite condition for the photographic image; 

a photographing apparatus state information acquisition 

means for acquiring photographing apparatus state information 

including information which indicates positions and 

orientations of a plurality of photographing apparatuses; 

an object state information acquisition means for 

acquiring object state information including information which 

indicates positions of a plurality of objects; and 

a photographing apparatus selection means for selecting 

one or more of the plurality of photographing apparatuses 

which capture the photographic image on the basis of the 

expectation condition information, the requisite condition 

information, the photographing apparatus state information and 

the object state information, 

wherein 

the requisite condition requires that the plurality of 

objects are not overlapped with each other, and 

the photographing apparatus selection means has: 
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an expectation condition determination means for carrying 

out expectation condition determination processing to 

determine whether a photographic image captured by each of the 

plurality of photographing apparatuses satisfies at least one 

of the plurality of expectation conditions or not; and 

a requisite condition determination means for carrying 

out requisite condition determination processing to determine 

whether or not a photographic image that has been determined 

to satisfy at least one of the plurality of expectation 

conditions by the expectation condition determination means 

satisfies the requisite condition. 

[Claim 2] 

The information processing apparatus according to Claim 1, 

wherein: 

the plurality of expectation conditions are each given 

priority; and 

the expectation condition determination means carries out 

the expectation condition determination processing for an 

expectation condition selected in order of priority. 

[Claim 3] 

The information processing apparatus according to Claim 2, 

wherein: 

upon a determination that photographic images captured by 

the plurality of photographing apparatuses satisfies one 

expectation condition being made, 

the expectation condition determination means carries out 

the expectation condition determination processing for the 
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photographic images captured by the plurality of photographing 

apparatuses with respect to an expectation condition given 

priority next to priority of the one expectation condition; 

and 

the requisite condition determination means carries out 

the requisite condition determination processing for a 

photographic image that has been determined to satisfy the 

expectation condition given the next priority. 

[Claim 4] 

The information processing apparatus according to one of 

Claims 1 through 3, wherein: 

the photographing apparatus selection means further has a 

photographing apparatus selection means for selecting at least 

one of the plurality of photographing apparatuses on the basis 

of the requisite condition information; and 

the expectation condition determination means carries out 

the expectation condition determination processing for a 

photographic image captured by one or more of the 

photographing apparatuses selected by the photographing 

apparatus selection means. 

[Claim 5] 

The information processing apparatus according to one of 

Claims 1 through 4, wherein: 

the photographing apparatus selection means selects one 

of the plurality of photographing apparatuses upon a 

predefined condition being satisfied. 

[Claim 6] 
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The information processing apparatus according to one of 

Claims 1 through 5, wherein: 

the photographing apparatus selection means successively 

selects one of the plurality of photographing apparatuses; and 

the plurality of expectation conditions include a 

condition based on a relationship between the object state 

information and photographing apparatus state information on a 

most recently selected photographing apparatus. 

[Claim 7] 

An information processing system comprising: 

an expectation condition information acquisition means 

for acquiring expectation condition information which 

indicates a plurality of expectation conditions for a 

photographic image; 

a requisite condition information acquisition means for 

acquiring requisite condition information which indicates a 

requisite condition for the photographic image; 

a photographing apparatus state information acquisition 

means for acquiring photographing apparatus state information 

including information which indicates positions and 

orientations of a plurality of photographing apparatuses; 

an object state information acquisition means for 

acquiring object state information including information which 

indicates positions of a plurality of objects; and 

a photographing apparatus selection means for selecting 

from the plurality of photographing apparatuses one or more of 

the plurality of photographing apparatuses which capture the 
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photographic image on the basis of the expectation condition 

information, the requisite condition information, the 

photographing apparatus state information and the object state 

information, 

wherein 

the requisite condition requires that the plurality of 

objects are not overlapped with each other, 

the photographing apparatus selection means has: 

an expectation condition determination means for carrying 

out expectation condition determination processing to 

determine whether a photographic image captured by each of the 

plurality of photographing apparatuses satisfies at least one 

of the plurality of expectation conditions or not; and 

a requisite condition determination means for carrying 

out requisite condition determination processing to determine 

whether or not a photographic image that has been determined 

by the expectation condition determination means to satisfy at 

least one of the plurality of expectation conditions satisfies 

the requisite condition. 

[Claim 8] 

A program for causing a computer to function as: 

an expectation condition information acquisition means 

for acquiring expectation condition information which 

indicates a plurality of expectation conditions for a 

photographic image; 

a requisite condition information acquisition means for 

acquiring requisite condition information which indicates a 
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requisite condition for the photographic image; 

a photographing apparatus state information acquisition 

means for acquiring photographing apparatus state information 

including information which indicates positions and 

orientations of a plurality of photographing apparatuses; 

an object state information acquisition means for 

acquiring object state information including information which 

indicates positions of a plurality of objects; and 

a photographing apparatus selection means for selecting 

from the plurality of photographing apparatuses one or more of 

the plurality of photographing apparatuses which capture the 

photographic image on the basis of the expectation condition 

information, the requisite condition information, the 

photographing apparatus state information and the object state 

information, 

wherein 

the requisite condition requires that the plurality of 

objects are not overlapped with each other, 

the photographing apparatus selection means has: 

an expectation condition determination means for carrying 

out expectation condition determination processing to 

determine whether a photographic image captured by each of the 

plurality of photographing apparatuses satisfies at least one 

of the plurality of expectation conditions or not; and 

a requisite condition determination means for carrying 

out requisite condition determination processing to determine 

whether a photographic image for which a determination that at 
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least one of the plurality of expectation conditions is 

satisfied is made by the expectation condition determination 

means satisfies the requisite condition or not. 

[Claim 9] 

The information processing apparatus according to Claim 1, 

wherein 

the expectation condition information acquisition means 

imparts a weighting to each of the plurality of expectation 

conditions, 

the expectation condition determination means determines, 

for a photographic image captured by each of the plurality of 

photographing apparatuses, a sum of the weightings imparted to 

the plurality of expectation conditions, and 

the 	requisite 	condition 	determination 	means 	further 

determines whether or not a photographic image, that has been 

determined by the 	expectation condition determination means 

that 	the 	sum 	of 	the 	weightings 	is 	largest, 	satisfies 	the 

requisite condition. 

[Claim 10] 

The information processing apparatus according to Claim 1, 

wherein the photographing apparatus 	selection means 	selects 

the one or more of the plurality of photographing apparatuses 

only 	if 	a 	predefined 	condition 	is 	satisfied, 	in 	which 	the 

predefined condition is one of the following cases: 

a case where a photographing target is changed; 

a case where a position of at least one of the plurality 

of objects is changed by a predefined amount or more; 
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a 	case 	where 	a 	content 	or 	a 	priority 	order 	of 	the 

plurality of expectation conditions is changed; and 

a case where a predefined lapse of time has passed since 

the selecting of one or more of the plurality of photographing 

apparatuses was lastly carried out. 

[Claim 11] 

The information processing apparatus according to Claim 9, 

wherein 

the 	expectation 	condition 	determination means 	further 

determines, 	for a plurality of consecutive scenes captured by 

each 	of 	a 	plurality 	of 	combinations 	of 	the 	plurality 	of 

photographing apparatuses, a sum of the weightings, and 

the 	requisite 	condition 	determination 	means 	further 

determines whether or not each of photographic images of the 

plurality of consecutive scenes captured by a combination of 

the 	plurality 	of 	photographing 	apparatuses, 	that 	has 	been 

determined by the 	expectation condition determination means 

that 	the 	sum 	of 	the 	weightings 	is 	largest, 	satisfies 	the 

requisite condition. 


